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Purpose

To establish a policy that defines the use of an Armored Rescue Vehicle during training and/or

field operations, as described by this policy.

Definition:

Special Response Team Rescue Vehicle: The Somerville Police operates, maintains and owns an
Armored Rescue Vehicle. The vehicle is a 2024 Armored Transit Van. The vehicle is built upon
a Ford Transit T350 extended Wheel Based High Roof all-wheel drive chassis with a 3.5 L eco
boost gas engine. The armor capabilities of the vehicle will protect the occupants from bullet
strikes from the majority of handguns, rifles and shotguns.

emergency lights and siren and shall be considered an authorized emergency vehicle.

A. Use of the Special Response Team Rescue Vehicle

1. The Chief of Police or designee may authorize the use of the SRT Rescue Vehicle for the

following circumstances:

a. The recovery and/or evacuation of person(s) who are injured or stranded in a high risk area,
to assist with riots or violent breaches of peace, natural or other disasters, assist with
barricaded suspects, serve high risk warrants or arrest warrants, or the movement of

personnel into hostile or unsafe areas to effect and arrest of render aid.

b. The SRT Rescue Vehicle may be used for law enforcement training, a public relations
display, mutual aid assistance, or other uses deemed necessary by the Chief of Police or

designee.

€. The Chief of Police or designee may authorize the use of the SRT Rescue Vehicle when
law enforcement action requires a response beyond capabilities of uniformed patrol or

detective personnel.
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d.

If an emergency arises, the on duty patrol supervisor may authorize the use of the SRT
Rescue Vehicle. Notification to the on duty or on call Commander shall be made as soon

as time allows and the deployment shall be documented on the patrol or duty roster prior
to the end of the shift.

B. Somerville Special Response Team (SRT)

1.

When the Somerville Special Response Team (SRT) activation occurs, the SRT team may
utilize the SRT Rescue Vehicle as needed. The policy is not meant to preclude the
immediate deployment of the SRT Rescue Vehicle to perform the rescue of an officer or
citizen to save lives that are in imminent danger of great bodily injury or death, or to deliver
the Armored Rescue Vehicle to the location of an SRT callout.

C. Requests from Outside Agencies

1.

The request for use of the SRT Rescue Vehicle by an outside agency shall be approved by
either the Chief of Police or the SRT Operations Commander. When authorized use has
been granted, no less than two SRT personnel will deliver the SRT Rescue Vehicle. They
should remain with the requesting agency and operate the vehicle. If no SRT personnel
are available, an exception may be made for two designated officers to deliver the vehicle
to the requesting agency. SRT personnel should be contacted to respond and replace the
designated offices as soon as possible. In the event of an exigent emergency, one operator
may deliver and operate the SRT Rescue Vehicle with the approval of the Chief of Police
or SRT Operations Commander.

D. Authorized Personnel

1.

Due to the increased mass, decreased visibility and unique handling characteristics of the
SRT Rescue Vehicle, specialized training is required for persons to safely operate the
vehicle. Only in exigent emergency circumstances, shall non-trained personnel operate the
vehicle. When personnel are operating the SRT Rescue Vehicle, they shall adhere to all
other applicable policies covering the use of department vehicles.

The SRT Rescue Vehicle is assigned to the Somerville SRT Team. Maintenance of the

vehicle and equipment stored on the SRT Rescue Vehicle shall be the responsibility of the
Somerville SRT Team.

E. Deployment Records

1.

The deployment and training records of the Armored Rescue Vehicle will be the
responsibility of the SRT Commander. The SRT Commander will track each deployment
incident, to include any and all non-SRT related deployments. An After Action Report
shall be filed as determined by the SRT Commander or designee. The deployment log will
be maintained in an electronic format to be stored in the electronic SRT folder.
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