
Acts (2022)

Chapter 269

AN ACT RELATIVE TO COST-OF-LIVING ADJUSTMENTS FOR
RETIREES

Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would tend to defeat
its purpose, which is to provide for increased cost-of-living
adjustments for retirees, therefore it is hereby declared to be an
emergency law, necessary for the immediate preservation of the public
convenience.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as
follows:

SECTION 1.  (a) (1) Notwithstanding section 103 of chapter 32 of
the General Laws or any other general or special law to the contrary,
the retirement board of any system that has accepted said section 103
may elect to establish a cost-of-living adjustment increase of not less
than 3 per cent and not greater than 5 per cent on the base amount
provided for in said section 103 for fiscal year 2023.

(2)  The sum of the dollar amount of the cost-of-living increase on
the base amount, together with the amount of retirement allowance,
pension or annuity to which the cost-of-living increase is applied,



shall become the fixed retirement allowance, pension or annuity for all
future purposes, including the application of subsequent cost-of-living
adjustments in future years.

(b)  A retirement board may grant a cost-of-living increase of not
less than 3 per cent and not greater than 5 per cent on the base amount
for fiscal year 2023 at any time during the fiscal year.

(c)  This section shall take effect for the members of a retirement
system by a majority vote of the board of such system and upon local
acceptance: (i) of the city council upon recommendation of the mayor
in a city, (ii) of the city council upon recommendation of the city
manager in a city having a Plan D or Plan E charter, (iii) of the chief
executive officer, as defined in section 7 of chapter 4 of the General
Laws, in a town, (iv) of the county commissioners in a county and (v)
by vote of the governing board, commission or committee in a district
or other political subdivision of the commonwealth. For any
retirement system comprising more than 1 political subdivision of the
commonwealth, this section shall be effective by a majority vote of
the board of such system and upon the acceptance of two-thirds of
cities and towns within the system by approval of: (i) the city council
upon recommendation of the mayor in a city, (ii) the city council upon
recommendation of the city manager in a city having a Plan D or Plan
E charter, and (iii) the chief executive officer, as defined in section 7
of chapter 4 of the General Laws, in a town.

SECTION 2.  This act shall take effect on July 1, 2022.

Approved, November 16, 2022.


