ELECTION DEPARMENT

JOSEPH A. CURTATONE
MAYOR

April 28,2022

Kimberley Wells

City Clerk

Somerville City Hall
93 Highland Avenue
Somerville, Ma 02143

Dear Ms. Wells:

We hereby certify that the Fifteen (15) pages of the petition (Town Hall
Meeting re: current Armory tenants) given to us by your office contains the

names of Fifty Five (55) registered Somerville voters designated as such by a
red check mark to the left of the name.

v against the name of each qualified voter certified.

N - no such registered voter at that address, or address is illegible.

S - unable to identify signature as that of voter because of form of signature, or signature is illegible.

T - already signed
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To the Somerville Community

Request for Somerville Voter Resident Signatures o Hold jl'gwp Mesting

CITY CLERK'S OFF ICE
SOMERVILLE. MA_

My name is Parama Chattopadhyay, Business Owner and Resident of Out of
the Blue Community Arts, a 501¢3 non-profit organization, currently located in
the Arts at the Armory building (the “Armory”) in Somerville, MA. “Out of the
Blue” has been operating in the Armory since October 2019, and is known for
its lively local art exhibits, music shows and literary events.

The Armory currently houses a total of 8 small arts-based businesses, each
business named as a “tenant” for the purposes of this petition. Tenants have
been solely dedicated to promoting the arts in Somerville and the surrounding
communities since 2005. In 2021, the City of Somerville has taken over the
Armory through the process of Eminent Domain. The stated purpose of this
takeover was to provide financial support to the Armory and to help artists
who have been “hit hard” by the COVID-19 pandemic. The status of the
current tenants of the Armory is now unclear and there has been little
explanation from the City of Somerville. As it now stands — the tenants have
been told that they are subject to eviction at the City’s whim.



In addition, the City of Somerville has struggled in its management of the
Armory since the takeover — failing to provide sufficient maintenance and
janitorial services. Some tenants have complained of heavy-handed and
arbitrary treatment by the City of Somerville. Exacerbating the situation, the
City of Somerville has not been transparent with regards to its plans for the
Armory (beyond hiring an “arts consuitant’) and has failed to adequately
communicate it's plans for the Armory and how the current tenants fit into
these plans.

Based upon the above, | propose that the City of Somerville hold a town hall
meeting to discuss the Armory’s management and the City of Somerville's
vision for its future. | am therefore publishing this petition specifically for
Somerville residents to sign, asking for a Town Hall Meeting. Your support is
appreciated, as a minimum of 50 signatures and most optimally 200
signatures from Somerville votmg residents would require that the Clty of
Somerville host such a meeting.

The pUrposes of the Town I\»/I»eeting» would be to:

1. Ensure that Armory tenants are not treated arbitrarily and that current

- Armory tenants will not be evicted or m’um:dated to leave before (at
least) June 31,2022, '

2. Discuss fair and unbiased treatment by the “arts consultant” to be
hired by the City in April 2022. The City promised public discussions

- about who the consultant would be, but has failed to provide any
information about this consultant since the one and only public
tenant’s meeting with City management on September 23, 2021.

3. Discuss fair rehoming assistance for current art businesses at the
Armory who are at great risk of being displaced on or before June 31,
2022. This is especially important since many of the tenants have
original leases that spanned over the next 2 to 5 years and arranged
their finances based upon that commitment.

4. Discuss having a proper janitor and maintenance professional at the

~building. Curren_tly; the City of Somerville has not hired a janitor,
_ despite promises of doing so. To underscore the importance of
~proper building maintenance, two tenants were recently stuck in the



Armory’s unmaintained elevator and had to call the Somerville Fire
Department to be rescued.

Please fill out the information below and thank you for your support in this
matter.
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Armory’s unmaintained elevator and had to call the Somerville Fire
Department to be rescued.

Please fill out the information below and thank you for your support in this
matter.
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Armory’s unmaintained elevator and had to call the Somerville Fire
Department to be rescued.

Please fill out the information below and thank you for your support in thls
matter.
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