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2. intent
a. To implement the objectives of the comprehensive plan 

of the City of Somerville.
b. To conserve already established areas of detached and 

semi-detached residential buildings. 

3. Purpose 
a. To permit the development of one-, two-, and three-unit 

detached and semi-detached residential buildings on 
individual lots.

b. To permit contextual modifications to existing detached 
and semi-detached residential buildings.

c. To permit the adaptive reuse of certain existing 
nonconforming buildings for arts & creative enterprise 
and retail uses compatible with residential areas.

d. To create dwelling unit types, sizes, and bedroom counts 
ideal for larger households in houses, semi-attached 
houses, duplexes, and triple deckers.

e. To create dwelling unit types, sizes, and bedroom 
counts ideal for smaller households in cottages and 
backyard cottages.

4. Applicability
a. The section is applicable to all real property within 

the Neighborhood Residence district as shown on 
the maps of the Official Zoning Atlas of the City of 
Somerville.

5. development Review
a. development review is subject to the provisions of 

Article 15: Administration of this Ordinance.
b. All development, excluding normal maintenance, 

requires a Certificate of Zoning Compliance prior to 
the issuance of a Building Permit or Certificate of 
Occupancy.

c. This Ordinance may also require Subdivision Plan 
Approval, Site Plan Approval, a Special Permit, 
or a Hardship Variance based on the nature of a 
development proposal. In such cases, additional 
development review is required in accordance with 
Article 15: Administration.
i. The Zoning Board of Appeals is the decision 

making authority for all development that requires 
Site Plan Approval, a Special Permit, or a Hardship 
Variance in the Neighborhood Residence district.

d. Upon verification that no additional development review 
is necessary, or completion of the required development 
review, the building official shall issue a Zoning 
Compliance Certificate to certify compliance with the 
provisions and procedures of this Ordinance.

6. Building types
a. One (1) principal building and one (1) accessory building 

are permitted on each lot. 
b. Unless otherwise specified, the following 

principal building types are permitted by right in the 
Neighborhood Residence district: 
i. Cottage
ii. Detached House 
iii. Semi-Detached House 
iv. Duplex 
v. Detached Triple decker

c. The detached triple decker building type is permitted 
only on a compliant lot that is either abutting at the 
side or directly opposite on any thoroughfare from a lot 
with an existing triple decker building type. 

d. The following accessory building types are permitted by 
Site Plan Approval right in the Neighborhood Residence 
district: 
i. Backyard Cottage

e. accessory structures are regulated according to Article 
10: development Standards of this Ordinance.


