
Mayor Ballantyne and the Somerville City Council,

278 people have signed a petition on Action Network telling you to Ask Somerville to Remove Parking
Minimums, Enact Maximums & Expand Dedicated Bus Lanes.

Here is the petition they signed:

Parking minimums raise housing costs, increase greenhouse gas emissions, and make our
streets more dangerous. 

I am writing to call upon the Mayor and City Council to take the necessary steps, zoning and
otherwise, to: 

1) remove minimum parking requirements across all of Somerville,

2) expand parking maximums across Somerville, tailored by area to local needs, and

3) improve public transit by increasing dedicated bus lanes.

Today, the City of Somerville requires new developments to build excess parking

Parts of Somerville are currently subject to "minimum parking" mandates, which require new
developments to include a minimum number of off-street parking spots in new construction
projects. This requirement invites more cars into our community, an outcome that works
against Somerville’s climate and street safety goals. Moreover, fears about insufficient parking
aren’t supported by the data– the number of residential on-street parking permits has
remained stable from 2018 to 2023, while business parking permits have actually dropped
50% over the same period. 

Parking minimums waste space and raise housing costs

Unnecessary parking is an expensive waste of space that increases housing costs. Santa
Clara University and the University of California found that when developers bundle a garage
space into a unit, it “adds about 17 percent to a unit’s rent.” The EPA reported in 2006 that
garage parking construction costs can range from $2,000 to $29,000 (non-inflation-adjusted
dollars) per parking spot. In areas of in-fill development, the EPA cited scenarios in which
each on-site parking space could reduce new housing units or other uses by 25 percent. Such
easily avoided impacts are unacceptable as Somerville continues to experience a housing
affordability crisis.

Parking minimums work against Somerville’s climate ambitions

Parking minimums encourage car ownership and car trips, in direct contradiction to
Somerville’s stated ambitions around climate mitigation. For example, in the city’s recent 2024
draft Climate Forward Plan update, Somerville commits to the “removal of impervious surface
as well as conversion of parking to green infrastructure.” The draft also includes a goal to
“reduce single occupancy vehicle trips and promote zero-carbon mobility options.” Both are
worthwhile goals, but are directly challenged by our current minimum parking requirements.

Parking minimums incentivize car trips, and more dangerous streets



Requiring developers to build extra parking caters to a car-centric future we must avoid. While
the city deserves credit for investing to make Somerville easier and safer to walk and bike, we
still have far to go. Road crashes are decreasing, but remain too frequent. Meanwhile, vehicle
speeds, in the City’s own words, “remain unacceptably high.” It’s well-documented that cars
cause air pollution and endanger health, calling into question the prudence of any policies that
incentivize car-ownership in dense urban settings like Somerville.

Citywide parking maximums enable the future we need

Somerville already acknowledges the dangers of excess parking and more cars, and limits
parking in transit areas. Yet the costs to our community of excess parking don’t disappear
outside of transit areas. Parking maximums are a recognized solution already in place in many
cities, from Nashville, to Minneapolis, to our neighbors in Boston. Expanding parking
maximums citywide and tailoring them appropriately to various zoning areas will help the city
better achieve our sustainability and affordable development goals.

Vehicle trips are still necessary for some neighbors

We recognize that residents who use a wheelchair, have poor eyesight, sprain an ankle, or
work a job with a long commute might still see a car as their preferred safe, fast, or convenient
way to travel. But this is no argument for the city to allow developers to add unlimited parking
as part of new construction. And owning a car is expensive. The City should stop forcing
developers to treat car transport as the presumptive transport option for residents. In contrast,
increasing the amount of dedicated bus lanes across the city would provide more reliable
service that better meets the needs of our residents. 

A more livable Somerville

Simply put, parking takes up space that could be better used– whether as more housing units,
as green space to grow our urban canopy, or for other kinds of accessible public space. For
anyone in Somerville who envisions a greener, safer Somerville with more affordable housing
and less pollution– enacting parking maximums is a commonsense approach to supporting all
of the above. 

We the undersigned,

- - - -
Sources: 

“Mobility & Safety in Somerville: 2023 Key Performance Indicators,” Somerville Office of
strategic Planning & Community Development. https://s3.amazonaws.com/somervillema-
live/s3fs-public/2023-Mobility-KPIs.pdf?mc_cid=017503e1c2&mc_eid=a649ba8ec7 

“Parking Spaces / Community Places: Finding the Balance through Smart Growth Solutions.”
EPA. https://perma.cc/Y7VH-7ZSN _

DRAFT- Somerville Climate Forward Plan Update: Goals, Strategies, and Actions.
https://docs.google.com/document/jd/1m_EGwkHa7mGJ9xxj5crnZeLVbCV3W3yW/edit?usp=
sharing&ouid=102983727812229078689&rtpof=true&sd=true 



“Mobility & Safety in Somerville: 2023 Key Performance Indicators,” Somerville Office of
strategic Planning & Community Development. https://s3.amazonaws.com/somervillema-
live/s3fs-public/2023-Mobility-KPIs.pdf?mc_cid=017503e1c2&mc_eid=a649ba8ec7 _

“Asthma and Automotive Emissions” by Philip A.Bromber. Air Pollution, the Automobile, and
Public Health. https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/books/NBK218136/ _

Legistar.
https://nashville.legistar.com/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=5808071&GUID=6F78DAC5-78AD-
432B-B8A1-B72592B45C57&FullText=1 _

“Parking, Loading, and Mobility Regulations,” Minneapolis 2040.
https://minneapolis2040.com/implementation/parking-loading-and-mobility-regulations/  _

“Maximum Parking Ratios,” City of Boston.
https://www.boston.gov/departments/transportation/maximum-parking-ratios _

You can view each petition signer and the comments they left you below.

Thank you,

Carbon Free Somerville

1. Christopher Lay (ZIP code: 02144)

2. Amanda Rychel (ZIP code: 02143)

3. Keith Anderson (ZIP code: 02143-2009)

4. Miranda Grace (ZIP code: 02144)

5. Mei Mei Collins (ZIP code: 02145)

6. Michael Hendrix (ZIP code: 02143)

7. Devin Matte (ZIP code: 02144)
Parking minimums is a terrible policy. We need parking maximums!

8. Leigh Meunier (ZIP code: 02143)

9. Greg Marra (ZIP code: 02143)

10. Aidan Smith (ZIP code: 02144)



11. Seamus Joyce-Johnson (ZIP code: 02143)

12. Madeline Booth (ZIP code: 02143)

13. Carolina Sopper (ZIP code: 02143)

14. Sarah Tobias (ZIP code: 02143)

15. Dunbar Carpenter (ZIP code: 02143)

16. Dominique Stassart (ZIP code: 02143)

17. Seth Kaplan (ZIP code: 02144)

18. emma wasserman (ZIP code: 02145)

19. Liza Pressman (ZIP code: 02145)

20. Jon Link (ZIP code: 02143)

21. Aaron Greiner (ZIP code: 02143)

22. Larry Yu (ZIP code: 02144)

23. John Callerame (ZIP code: 02144)

24. Max Meinhold (ZIP code: 02143)

25. Frank Egan (ZIP code: 02143)

26. Austin Paul (ZIP code: 02144)

27. Jamal  Halawa (ZIP code: 02142)

28. Tom Egan (ZIP code: 02145)

29. David Hattis (ZIP code: 02139)

30. Jaye Locke (ZIP code: 02143)

31. Jacob Bloom (ZIP code: 02143)



32. Max Heller (ZIP code: 02140)

33. Joshua Michel (ZIP code: 02143)

34. Alex Epstein (ZIP code: 02144)
This is a common sense climate, affordability, and safety measure that our neighbors and a growing
number of cities in the country have adopted. Let's do it, Somerville.

35. Lisa Liu (ZIP code: 02145)
Less parking, more living!

36. Alexander Frieden (ZIP code: 02143)

37. Adrienne Agarwal (ZIP code: 02144)

38. Fred Watts (ZIP code: 02142)

39. Laika Stepanian (ZIP code: 01844)

40. Laura de la Torre Bueno (ZIP code: 02143)

41. Jeff Byrnes (ZIP code: 02145-3505)

42. Klaus Schultz (ZIP code: 02145)

43. Keja Valens (ZIP code: 02143)

44. Ryan Snider (ZIP code: 02143)

45. Charles Cahow (ZIP code: 02143)

46. Margaret Zenke (ZIP code: 02143)

47. Aaron Weber (ZIP code: 02143)

48. Amy Mertl (ZIP code: 02145)

49. Megan Sergison (ZIP code: 02144)

50. Coralie Cooper (ZIP code: 02143)

51. Sam Musher (ZIP code: 02145)
Can we get more creative about the existing parking lots, too -- like requiring that businesses, houses



of worship, and schools open their lots when they're closed, or incentivizing them to do so? So many
parking spaces are totally empty much of the time.

52. Miah Ebels-Duggan (ZIP code: 02138)

53. Mark Rifkin (ZIP code: 02138)

54. Corey Donahue (ZIP code: 02143)

55. Ben Lappen (ZIP code: 02114)

56. Malcolm Sherman-Godfrey (ZIP code: 02144)

57. Dan Schwab (ZIP code: 02143)
Parking minimums are a bad idea!

58. Anika Van Eaton (ZIP code: 02143)

59. Vanessa Sung (ZIP code: 02144)

60. Nate Kaufman (ZIP code: 02144)

61. Nathanael Clauser (ZIP code: 02145)

62. Kathleen Worringer (ZIP code: 02145)

63. Grant Moravec (ZIP code: 02143)

64. Joshua Williams (ZIP code: 02143)

65. Troy Sankey (ZIP code: 95816)
This is more important now than ever that we end the thoughtless allocation of space for cars instead
of people inside of our cities!

66. Kenneth Resnik (ZIP code: 02143)

67. Janie Katz-Christy (ZIP code: 02140)

68. Scott Dugas (ZIP code: 02143)

69. Malcolm Cummings (ZIP code: 02145)

70. Matt Lavallee (ZIP code: 02144)



71. Matthewe Schreiner (ZIP code: 02138)

72. Crystal Huff (ZIP code: 02143)

73. Derek DuPont (ZIP code: 02143)

74. Erica Anderson (ZIP code: 02144)

75. Allison Frebowitz (ZIP code: 02143)

76. Charles Dawson (ZIP code: 02143)
I’m a Somerville resident who lives on a busy street. I would love to see the city continue to develop
(as it already has started) additional bike lanes and bus infrastructure.

77. Matthew Kramer (ZIP code: 02143)

78. Francesca Nannizzi (ZIP code: 02143)

79. Catherine MacLean (ZIP code: 02144)

80. Olivier Kigotho (ZIP code: 02144)

81. Finley Foster (ZIP code: 02140)

82. Berk Ozturk (ZIP code: 02143)

83. Melissa Heller (ZIP code: 02143)

84. Erik VV (ZIP code: 02472)

85. Michael Matson (ZIP code: 02143)

86. Riley Larkins (ZIP code: 02155)

87. David Tatarakis (ZIP code: 02145)

88. Scott Nowakowski (ZIP code: 02144)

89. Lucas Reckling (ZIP code: 02144)

90. An anonymous signer  (ZIP code: 02143)



91. Zev Pogrebin (ZIP code: 02143)
Parking minimums promote harmful development practices, foisting traffic, emissions, and motor
violence on our community. The fact that a city as forward thinking as Somerville still has parking
minimums is crazy.

92. Timothy Peters (ZIP code: 02155)

93. Aleksey Kliger (ZIP code: 02144)

94. Victoria Coleman (ZIP code: 02144)
We live in one of the few cities in the US that has good public transit. Let's lean into it for the benefit of
the community and the environment! This is a no-brainier.

95. Zachary Adams (ZIP code: 02144)

96. Ryan Bateman (ZIP code: 02143)

97. Luis Torna (ZIP code: 02145)

98. Alexandra Torna (ZIP code: 02145)

99. Steven Hoffing (ZIP code: 02143)

100. Nathaniel Ince (ZIP code: 02122)

101. William Crane-morris (ZIP code: 02144)

102. Alex Anderson (ZIP code: 02144)

103. Taylor Chrisikos (ZIP code: 02145)

104. Edward Woll (ZIP code: 02144)
Well thought out but maximum limits need to be set and not left to the discretion of a zoning or
planning board authority.  Also, there must be a specified number or percentage  of EV charging
stations and a percentage  of small car only spaces.

105. Erica Tangney (ZIP code: 02144)

106. Brian Jacobs (ZIP code: 02145)

107. Ben Nichols-Farquhar (ZIP code: 02143)

108. Hillary Koch (ZIP code: 02143)



109. Matt  Ball (ZIP code: 02143)
Mandatory parking minimums must go (along with the light truck exemption and various other anti-
urban anti-human auto/oil industry policies)

110. Kevin  (ZIP code: 02143)

111. marisa frank (ZIP code: 02145)

112. julia gray peters (ZIP code: 02144)

113. Patrick  (ZIP code: 02143)

114. Hannah  Chapin-Eppert (ZIP code: 02143)

115. Chris Devers (ZIP code: 02145)

116. Aaron K (ZIP code: 02144)

117. Andrew Kirwin (ZIP code: 02143)

118. Aaron Berman (ZIP code: 02144)

119. John Roethle (ZIP code: 02144)

120. Eat Shit (ZIP code: 02155)
Eat Shit

121. Jonathan Badgley (ZIP code: 02143)

122. Robert Collins (ZIP code: 02144)

123. Michael MacHenry (ZIP code: 02145)
Parking minimums are an antiquated law that has been harmful to urban development across the US.
Please eliminate them from Somerville.

124. Kyle Conroy (ZIP code: 02143)

125. Hannah Henkin (ZIP code: 02144)

126. Lisa Mattson (ZIP code: 02143)

127. David Pedrick (ZIP code: 02145)



128. Stephanie Wasiuk (ZIP code: 02144)

129. Andre Comella (ZIP code: 02155)

130. Edmond Choi (ZIP code: 02145)

131. Schuyler  Reinken  (ZIP code: 02144)

132. Liza Rosenof (ZIP code: 02144)

133. Maria Falcon (ZIP code: 02145-2603)

134. Lee White (ZIP code: 02143)

135. Daniel Rourke (ZIP code: 02144)

136. Owen Ratkevicius (ZIP code: 02143)
Establish parking MAXIMUMS, remove parking minimums, legalize micro apartments.

137. David Fairchild (ZIP code: 02143)

138. Josh Arenstam (ZIP code: 02145)

139. Mia Brillantes (ZIP code: 02143)

140. Warren Chanzit (ZIP code: 02144)

141. Gregory Ely (ZIP code: 02144)

142. Emily Condiff (ZIP code: 02143)

143. Moritz Guenther (ZIP code: 02143)
4 Putnam St, Apt 1

(not a US citizen)

144. Alex Rubin (ZIP code: 02143)

145. Whitney Larsen (ZIP code: 02144)

146. Carter Weinberg (ZIP code: 02145)

147. Michael  Lalli (ZIP code: 02145)



148. Matthew Murcko (ZIP code: 02114)

149. Michael  Wang-Evers  (ZIP code: 02145)

150. Allie Girouard (ZIP code: 02143)

151. Daniel Barrett (ZIP code: 02144)

152. William Navarre (ZIP code: 02155)

153. erika klek (ZIP code: 02155)

154. Matthew Barad (ZIP code: 02144)

155. Stefan Bold (ZIP code: 02144)

156. Maddie Burns (ZIP code: 02144)

157. Cole Rainey-Slavick (ZIP code: 02145)
Parking mandates increase automobile VMT, increase the costs of housing, they reduce space that
could be used for housing, retail, or green space, and make it harder to renovate older buildings.

158. Leticia Costa (ZIP code: 02145)

159. Dylan Callahan (ZIP code: 02145)

160. Thomas Scouras (ZIP code: 02155)

161. Toby Bloom (ZIP code: 02143)

162. JOEL TENENBAUM (ZIP code: 02145-4246)
More parking = more traffic.  People will choose to move to Somerville without cars if housing is
affordable!

163. Rachel Bloom (ZIP code: 02143)

164. Anna Rusnak (ZIP code: 02143)

165. Kevin Dunn (ZIP code: 02138)

166. Daniel Voit (ZIP code: 02145)

167. Gabrielle Malina (ZIP code: 02143)



168. Joshua Reynolds (ZIP code: 02145)

169. Rand Wilson (ZIP code: 02144)

170. Alex Cherry (ZIP code: 02144)

171. Ulysses Lateiner (ZIP code: 02144)

172. Ned Kleiner (ZIP code: 02143)

173. Lucas Pickering (ZIP code: 02143)

174. Andrew Martens (ZIP code: 02445)
Parking minimums require parking to be built even if nobody wants or needs it. It makes no sense.

175. Catherine DiVita (ZIP code: 02144)

176. Benjamin Pittman-Polletta (ZIP code: 02143)

177. Drew  Bellows  (ZIP code: 02155)

178. Kaitlin Robinson (ZIP code: 02155)

179. Kathryne Benesh (ZIP code: 02143)

180. Ida Kao (ZIP code: 02145)

181. Marcus Graly (ZIP code: 02143)
Requiring parking drives up the cost of housing and makes traffic worse. Having a dedicated parking
space greatly increases the chance that someone will buy a car. We need affordable housing and
better transit. Parking minimums sabotage both of these.

182. Duncan Kincaid (ZIP code: 02143)

183. John Hersey (ZIP code: 80218)

184. Jonathan Monderer (ZIP code: 02144)

185. Jacob Epstein (ZIP code: 02143)

186. Chris Leon (ZIP code: 02143)

187. Roberto Fischer (ZIP code: 02143)



188. Lin Rogers (ZIP code: 02143)

189. Ryan Bellmore (ZIP code: 02143)

190. Steve Muscari (ZIP code: 02144)

191. Kelly Volk (ZIP code: 02143)

192. Matthew Kalish (ZIP code: 02143)
Prioritize pedestrian, bike, and transit.

193. Lila Kalish (ZIP code: 02143)
Bus lanes are good for the community!

194. Rob Walsh (ZIP code: 02141)

195. Kelsey Lamp (ZIP code: 02144)
This will help bring more housing to Somerville by lowering the cost of constructing new apartments

196. Kathleen Hornby (ZIP code: 02145)

197. Paul Kernfeld (ZIP code: 02143)

198. Jason King (ZIP code: 02144)

199. Tim Sharpe (ZIP code: 02144)
I fully support doing away with parking minimums for new construction.

200. Rishika Dhawan (ZIP code: 02143)

201. Bradley Johnson (ZIP code: 02144)

202. Samuel  Bar (ZIP code: 02143)

203. Jana Epstein (ZIP code: 02143)

204. ANDREW COSTENOBLE (ZIP code: 02144)

205. Peter Kim-Santos (ZIP code: 02143)

206. Edward O'Connell (ZIP code: 02143)
Parking minimums are moronic and based on flawed data and logic from the last century. Somerville
should ditch these.



207. Thomas Scahill (ZIP code: 02143)

208. Karen Molloy (ZIP code: 02143)
Let's use more of the valuable Somerville land within our 4 square miles for things other than cheap
car storage! We need the land for more housing, greenspace and bus lanes.

209. Thomas Stevens (ZIP code: 02144)

210. Noah Harper (ZIP code: 02144)

211. Seth Goodman (ZIP code: 02143)
If Austin, Texas can drop parking minimums, surely we can too.

212. Jimimah Ntori (ZIP code: 01545)

213. Daniel Toner (ZIP code: 02144-2301)

214. Anthony Tucker (ZIP code: 02053)
Parking minimums are unnecessary and restrictive.

215. John Brock (ZIP code: 02144)
I strongly support removing parking minimums. Businesses and builders should be able to decide
how much parking a building or business needs. 


House people, not cars!

216. Matthew Murphy (ZIP code: 02145)

217. Josh D (ZIP code: 02144)
Stop forcing people to pay to build parking spots they don’t want or need.

218. Genevieve Walsh (ZIP code: 02144)
I want space to walk and space for trees and space for people.

219. Dorothy  Manevich (ZIP code: 02143)

220. Andrew Chen (ZIP code: 02143)

221. Alessandra Seiter (ZIP code: 02143)

222. Semyon Feldman (ZIP code: 02145)

223. Sam Engelstad (ZIP code: 02143)



224. Benjamin Michel (ZIP code: 02143)
This is so obvious, what an easy win. Make our cities better.

225. Tyler Pelaez (ZIP code: 02143)

226. Sarah White (ZIP code: 02145)
This issue is very important to me! We need to transition to a less car-centric, more pedestrian- and
transit-friendly culture.

227. Yi-Hsuan Hu (ZIP code: 02143)

228. Hannah Houley (ZIP code: 02144)

229. Mitchell Dalvi Rosen (ZIP code: 02145)
PLEASE, our public transportation infrastructure needs so much help!

230. Larissa Little (ZIP code: 02143)
Parking should be determined on a case by case basis based- I support removing mandatory parking
minimums.

231. Jack Reid (ZIP code: 02143)
Ward 3!

232. Zachary Armand (ZIP code: 02145)

233. Rian Flynn (ZIP code: 02143)

234. Heather Couture (ZIP code: 02144)

235. Mehitabel  Glenhaber (ZIP code: 02143)

236. Sarah Weidman (ZIP code: 02143)

237. Alexander Wasilkoff (ZIP code: 02143)
I believe that there is no reason to wastefully require developers to provide parking that they do not
believe there is the market demand for. This causes waste in our land use and increases the cost of
building housing in our expensive city.

238. ALEXANDRA EPSTEIN (ZIP code: 02143)

239. Andy Bernstein (ZIP code: 02144)

240. Charles Denison (ZIP code: 02118)
As a former Somerville resident and current Somerville property owner, I fully support eliminating



parking minimums for all the reasons listed in this petition!

241. Iris Benjamin (ZIP code: 02144)

242. Jonathan Huggins (ZIP code: 02143)

243. Terence Cawley (ZIP code: 02143)

244. John Bonham-Carter (ZIP code: 02144)

245. Andrew Clough (ZIP code: 02143)

246. Gordon Wong (ZIP code: 02143)

247. Jovie  Conroy (ZIP code: 02143)

248. Tim Buntel (ZIP code: 02145)

249. Ethan Frank (ZIP code: 02139)
I'm in Cambridge as you can see by the zip code, but we're right next to each other and these policies
will easily trickle over to benefit us.


I had thought Sommerville removed all parking mandates a while ago, but if it was only in certain
areas, then I'm happy to sign this so they expand the policy!

250. Andy Schneider (ZIP code: 02143)

251. Wesley Brown (ZIP code: 02143)

252. Kathleen Francis (ZIP code: 02145)

253. Daniel Massimino (ZIP code: 02143)

254. Patrick Meyer (ZIP code: 02145)

255. Kelly Epstein (ZIP code: 02144)

256. Erin Ellingwood (ZIP code: 02144)

257. Jennifer Clifford (ZIP code: 02143)

258. Rachel Hertzberg (ZIP code: 02145)



259. Michael Leukam (ZIP code: 02145)
I support elimination of parking minimums.

260. Mike Frysinger (ZIP code: 02143)

261. An anonymous signer  (ZIP code: 02145)

262. Vincent Baudoin (ZIP code: 02474)

263. Olivia  Petersen (ZIP code: 02145)

264. Alexander Mutz (ZIP code: 02145)

265. Nathan Chui (ZIP code: 02144)

266. Jonathan Price (ZIP code: 02144)

267. Jillian Deibold (ZIP code: 02144)

268. CHRIS COUNIHAN (ZIP code: 02145)
Remove parking minimums now!

269. Wilbert  Pineda  (ZIP code: 02144)
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Madalyn Letellier

From: Eric Willisson 
Sent: Wednesday, October 16, 2024 10:36 PM
To: Public Comments
Subject: Comment on Proposed Zoning Amendment to Eliminate Parking Minimums for New 

Development

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

This email is from an external source. Use caution responding to it, opening attachments or clicking links. 

 

Please include this comment as part of the public hearing: 
 
I support the amendment to eliminate parking minimums for new development. To be a forward-looking 
city and address the housing crisis, we need to allow creative solutions and uses of our limited space. 
Eliminating parking minimums will not put an end to parking in Somerville, but will simply make space for 
parking into one of the choices any new development includes, putting an end to artificial government 
requirements. 
 
- Eric W, East Somerville 
 
(If needed, my full name is Eric Willisson, and my address is , but I'd prefer to stick to 
the signature above) 



1

Madalyn Letellier

From: KATHLEEN A HOUGHTON >
Sent: Thursday, October 17, 2024 6:52 AM
To: Public Comments
Subject: Parking requirements

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

This email is from an external source. Use caution responding to it, opening attachments or clicking links. 

 

Subject: Parking requirements 
     Removing the parking space requirements creates a hardship for people who have disabilities and 
people who are trying to "age in place".    Many people do not have a disability, but are aging and need a 
car as mobility gets more complicated. 
     My family deals with disability, and depends on parking spaces. Developments without parking are 
places we can never rent, buy, or even visit.  This will become the norm, and we will be shut out of living 
options.   
      The claim that this will not remove existing parking is false.  If a property with a 3 car driveway is 
developed, that driveway will become additional units, causing the loss of 3 spaces.  This is happening 
already, this would accelerate that.   
     Living here with a disability is a very isolating experience.  To attend community events, we have to 
make calls, track down information, and often argue a bit to insure we can attend.    
     We finally have a pro-active Commission for People with Disabilities, who are bringing attention and 
action to a long-ignored issue.   Let's not go backward.    
 
Kathleen Houghton  

 
 

  
02143 

Sent from AOL on Android 



1

Madalyn Letellier

From: ELAINE KOURY <
Sent: Thursday, October 17, 2024 9:43 AM
To: Public Comments
Subject: Parking

This email is from an external source. Use cauƟon responding to it, opening aƩachments or clicking links. 
 
Dear Planning Board and City Council: 
I am strongly opposed to eliminaƟng parking minimum requirements.  As a city, we have already allowed developers to 
suck value out of our community without paying aƩenƟon to the ciƟzens they harm. No maƩer how much developers 
and the City tell people not to have cars, they will have them, because our public transportaƟon is neither convenient 
nor reliable.  In addiƟon, when people do food shopping, they need to bring cars to carry their bundles. This is 
parƟcularly true of those of us who are elderly or handicapped.   
When parking minimums are abolished for new housing, it means that people park in other residents’ neighborhoods.  
Parking has already come to a crisis point in many neighborhoods, including mine, with people fighƟng over parking 
spots.  Please pay aƩenƟon to the residents who already live here! 
Sincerely, 
Elaine Koury 

 
Somerville MA 02143 
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Madalyn Letellier

From: Allison Stieber 
Sent: Thursday, October 17, 2024 11:23 AM
To: Public Comments
Cc: All City Council; City Clerk Contact
Subject: Re: "A zoning ordinance to remove the requirement to build unnecessary new parking 

spaces"

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

This email is from an external source. Use caution responding to it, opening attachments or clicking links. 

 

I write in opposition to the proposed zoning ordinance to remove the requirement to build unnecessary 
(sic) new parking spaces.  

Several times this year, I’ve asked council representatives questions about potential repercussions if 
this ordinance is implemented but I’ve yet to receive consistent or convincing answers. My concerns 
include the following:  

 Will residents of new apartment units or housing who do not have parking at their places of residence be able to 
obtain parking permits from the city? If no, how will that be enforced in the event that these individuals are able 
to circumvent that prohibition, e.g., by buying or borrowing visitor passes from friends? If yes, how will this not 
inevitably lead to a significant spike in the already intense competition for scarce spaces on residential streets, 
such as the one that I live on? Currently, due to the mysterious migration of vehicles belonging to people not 
living on the street (perhaps not even in the neighborhood), coupled with the excessive four-times-per-month 
street cleaning (more than in any other greater-Boston town or city that I’m aware of), I’m forced to defer 
activities that rely on vehicle use for a full day and a half beforehand, since I know, from experience, that by the 
time I return home there are likely to be zero legal spaces remaining on the street. Add to the mix a second 
migration of vehicles belonging to residents of newly-developed, parking-insufficient residences and you are 
guaranteeing a hellish level of stress. 

 The proposed ordinance is being justified on grounds that “unnecessary” amounts of parking have historically 
been mandated. Yet no criteria for what determines an “unnecessary” amount have been shared with the 
public. Apparently this decision is to be left to developers—and why wouldn’t they go overboard in stinting on 
parking, since providing it is costly and takes up space that they could be filling with additional expensive units? 

 Councilor Burnley, in an exchange with me on Facebook, cited “academic research” as the basis for assuming 
that providing less parking will discourage people with vehicles from moving to Somerville. This is certainly a 
reach, given the chronically dysfunctional, frequently dangerous state of our MBTA and its operations. Earlier 
this evening, in a local television news segment on the T’s latest mishap—a derailment that sent seven 
passengers to the hospital and left others terrified as the subway dangled on the elevated track—it was 
reported that the operator had driven at nearly four times the speed limit and had also run a red light. This is 
hardly the first time the MBTA has hired unfit operators, including some with a history of safety infractions. Yet 
Councilors Burnley and Ewen-Campen seem so certain that this latest parking-elimination initiative will recruit 
ever-more people to ride the T—perhaps people like the one whom Channel 5 quoted as saying the T had 
“forfeited trust”? Even imaging that the T were to get its act together: it doesn’t provide direct (or in some 
cases, any) access to a number of outlying communities where many Somerville residents work. Is Councilor 
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Burnley suggesting that removing parking will make the city a magnet for cyclists? This entire rationale seems 
more aspirational than realistic. 

In closing, I question the decision to hold what’s been publicized (albeit insufficiently) as a “public 
hearing” in a small committee room rather than in the regular council chambers. It seems the public 
hearing was originally intended to be virtual only, per a communication to the city clerk by Councilor 
Ewen-Campen. The cramped venue makes sense from the standpoint of wanting to deter vocal 
opposition from attending. Soon we’ll be hearing that constituents had their chance to participate. And 
since the cyclist lobby, which overwhelmingly hails this proposed ordinance, is loud and well-organized, 
the official narrative will be that the community embraced it. It will be interesting to see how long that 
sentiment lasts, given this ill-advised, masquerading-as-“progressive” initiative. Wouldn’t it make more 
sense, before rushing to elevate the ordinance to citywide status, to wait and see how it plays out where 
it’s been implemented already? 

Sincerely, 

Allison Stieber, , Somerville  
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from Prospect Street while increasing the engagement of a much wider group of residents 
in the process and planning.   
 
Let's focus on what can be done to make living car-free more of an option for a wider group 
of residents of all ages and abilities. Can we enforce the limits of parking that already 
exist? What kind of pressure can be put on the MBTA to increase much needed bus service, 
can we partner with business to open access to their private transportation vans off 
hours?  There are many things we could do as a City to make a car less necessary but we 
are not even close.  There is an opportunity to see our goals succeed but not by decree and 
not without the engagement of more residents and true feasibility. 
 
  
 
Dorinda Jaquith 

 
 

 




