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Group C: Growth During Post Civil War Prosperity 1865-1873 

 

Buildings in this group document the brief period of prosperity 
that Somerville enjoyed between the end of the Civil War and 
the onset of a severe economic crisis known nation-wide as the 
“Panic of 1873.”  During this nearly decade-
long period of relative affluence, Somerville 
began to present a more mature image 
within the region.  This can be seen in the 
new blocks of Union Square businesses and 
its first Roman Catholic Church, St. Jo-
seph’s, located nearby at Webster Avenue 
and Washington Street.  Stylish and sub-
stantial houses were also built along Pearl 
Street in East Somerville, on Summit Ave-
nue atop Prospect Hill, and in a charming 
new residential area developing near and along Day Street in 
the western part of the City.  
 
Since Somerville became independent from Charlestown in 
1842 the population had grown from 1,013 to 8,025 by 1860.  
The number nearly doubled again over the next decade, reach-
ing 14,685 by 1870.   
 
Shortly thereafter Somerville incorporated as a city in 1872.  
The population growth was due in part to improvements in pre-
existing transportation lines, as well as a new rail line, the Lex-
ington and Arlington Branch Railroad, introduced through Davis 
Square in 1870.   
 
Somerville’s buoyant economy during this period was tied to 
industries that tended to locate at the periphery of the residen-
tial core, near freight rail corridors.  By the mid 1870’s meat 
packing plants were the primary employers and profit centers of 
the community.  At one point there were three meat packing 
houses, most notably the Charles H. North Meat Packing Plant, 
built in 1867, in the Union Square area.  Collectively the plants 
had an annual product value of $4.4 million, representing more 
than the total value of all other manufactured products in the 
City.   
 
While the meat packing industry sought proximity to freight rail 
lines, brick-making began in Somerville around 1830 during the 
great age of canals.  Brick manufacture had long been associ-
ated with towns bordering the Mystic River, with brick- making 
reported in Medford as early as 1647.  Forty years after its intro-
duction to eastern Somerville brick making was extraordinarily 
successful, reaching its peak around 1870.  In that year Somer-
ville’s twelve brick yards produced over 24 million bricks.  The 
rise of Somerville’s brick-making coincided with the ever in-
creasing demand for brick buildings in Boston‘s South End and 

Figure 2:  Tri-foil Gothic 
Revival window design. 

LOCAL HISTORIC DISTRICT EXPANSION REPORT 
 

Somerville Growth During Post Civil War Prosperity (Group C):   
1865 - 1873  

Figure 3:  Gothic Revival buttresses. 

Figure 1:  Paired Gothic Revival Window. 

Figure 4:  Second Empire dormer.  

Figure 5:  Example of arched Italianate window. 
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Group C: Growth During Post Civil War Prosperity 1865-1873 

 

Back Bay, while locally, brick residential buildings were not 
widely constructed until after 1890. 
 
Another indication of Somerville’s post war prosperity is the 
brief interest in the creation of public parks.  Central Park 
was set out atop Central Hill in 1870 to provide a campus-
like setting for the seat of local government, heralding 
Somerville’s imminent status as a city rather than a town.  
Broadway Park was created in 1874 as an amenity that 
would attract developers to a largely swampy area in the 
past, between Broadway and the Mystic River near the 
Jaques Brickyards and Mt. Benedict.  Mayor Brastow reput-
edly lost his bid for re-election in 1876, in part because the 
populace thought Broadway Park was not a good use of City 
money  
 
Local Historic Districts Representing  
Somerville’s Post Civil War Prosperity (Group C) 
 
The following multiple building districts represent five sepa-
rate areas of Somerville where one can see the type of 
housing that was constructed at the end of the Civil War.  
Several of the districts are enlargements of existing ones as 
a result of additional research and surveying.   
 
In East Somerville, a type of well-proportioned Mansard 
(Second Empire) style residence became the “trophy house” 
of its day.  Often associated with ample side and/or rear 
yards, these houses lent the 
neighborhood a more up-
scale appearance, while in 
Spring Hill both modest and 
substantial residences were 
built alongside the existing 
mid-century housing stock.  
Although Prospect Hill was 
once the exclusive enclave 
of Vinals, Munroes and Hills 
it now began to receive an 
influx of newcomers who 
built substantial Second 
Empire mansions on the 
Hill’s heights, as well as 
more modest Italianate 
houses at the Hill’s base 
and lower slopes.  During 
this period, the Hinckley-Magoun neighborhood began to 
take shape as an enclave of small-scale cottages designed 
to meet the modest housing needs of laborers, teamsters 
and railroad employees.  

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Figure 6:  A polyagonal bay window, typical of 
the Italianate and Second Empire Styles 

Figure 7:  An example of an Italianate house with a 
side-hall floor plan. 

Figure 8:  Typical Italianate door hood. 

Figure 9:  An example of an Italianate house with 
return eaves and round arched windows in the attic. 

Figure 10:  Ornate saw cut door and roof 
brackets found on both Italianate and 
Second Empire buildings. 
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EAST SOMERVILLE 
 

After the Civil War, East Somerville came into its own as a fashionable place to live for retired sea 
captains, factory owners, Boston merchants, and others.  They were drawn to the promise of a new 
town with plenty of undeveloped land in the 1840’s, and by the late 1860s they had begun to reap 
the rewards of their hard work, persistence and sheer luck in business.  Indeed, Pearl Street was 
beginning to become East Somerville’s grand promenade lined with Second Empire mansions dat-
ing back to around 1870. The fairly substantial Italianate and Second Empire houses* built during 
this period that still remain are testament to the emergence of East Somerville as a fashionable 
neighborhood, graced with street names such as Mt. Vernon, Pinckney, and Myrtle, which were per-
haps consciously chosen to echo those found in Boston’s elite Beacon Hill neighborhood.  During 
the post Civil War period,  many affluent families found East Somerville to be a pleasant place to 
settle, building their commodious Italianate and Second Empire houses on tree-shaded, ample 
5,000 square foot lots along the ridge overlooking the Boston skyline. 

The district is proposed to incorporate two early 1870s houses that sit side-by-side at 12-14 Lin-
coln Avenue and 20 Lincoln Avenue, and were once the home of a coal dealer and a steve-
dore, respectively.  The former illustrates the Italianate style’s penchant for polygonal bays and 
dormers, and brackets at the roof’s deep eaves, while the latter displays a typical Italianate 
bracketed door hood and a round arched attic window (See Figures 6, 8, and 9).  Together this 
three building 
district is a vis-
ual reminder 
that this place 
was once in-
habited by 
workers who 
were able to 
realize the 
American 
dream of 
homeowner-
ship once daily 
life returned to 
normal at the 
end of the Civil 
War.  
 
84 Perkins 
Street is a 
stately Second 
Empire or 
Mansard style 
residence built 
in 1870-1877 
for Charles A. 
Dole with profits derived from the production of spice and pickles at the Stickney & Poor Spice 
Manufactory, of Sullivan Square in Charlestown.  The house ranks among the most elegant ex-
amples of Mansard housing in Somerville due to its pleasing proportions, concave mansard roof 
profile, and its original scalloped slate shingles.   
 
* See Figures 12, 13, and 14 in the “Introduction to Early Somerville” section for graphic illustra-
tions of these styles. 
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UNION SQUARE and PROSPECT HILL  
 
Transportation improvements, such as the horse-powered street railway that linked Union Square 
with Boston in 1864, enabled Union Square (also known as Sand Pit Square) to become firmly es-
tablished as Somerville’s commercial hub by 1870.   Indeed, the more peaceful postwar period en-
couraged members of the community to construct the first wave of substantial commercial build-
ings bordering the Square.  Although its steeple was removed in 1978, St. Joseph’s Roman Catho-
lic Church (1870-1874) at 13 Webster Avenue remains a place-defining landmark at the important 
crossroad of Washington Street and Webster Avenue, at the southeastern corner of the Square 
(Map 2).  The church’s Gothic Revival characteristics are seen in the pointed arches of its doors 
and windows, as well as the buttresses that project from its side walls (See Figures 1, 2 and 3).  It 
was the City’s first Roman Catholic house of worship and it stands apart from neighboring build-
ings by virtue of its massive scale, towered form, and distinctive Gothic Revival architectural  
elements. 
 
Post Civil War resi-
dential development 
in this area can be 
seen in the more 
modest westward 
continuation of Doc-
tor’s Row on nearby 
Bow Street.  The 
houses constructed 
along lower Summer 
Street, as seen at 22 
and 24 Summer 
Street, were built 
shortly after Sum-
mer Street was fully 
extended from Un-
ion Square to Davis 
Square in 1870.  
Originally owned by 
investors as rental 
properties, these 
houses are good 
examples of the type 
of modest Italianate 
single-family housing built in Somerville during its earliest days as an incorporated city.  The Ital-
ianate elements of these houses include polygonal bays and curving saw-cut brackets at the door 
hoods and at the eaves of the roof.  Both 22 and 24 Summer Street, together with two similar 
houses built to the west a bit later (26 and 28 Summer Street), as well as the brick c.1880 row-
houses to the east, constitute a linear row of Victorian residences that memorably frame the south 
side of Nunziato Field. 
 
Another significant property in the Union Square area is 380 Somerville Avenue.  It was built in a 
somewhat later time period, in 1892-93  for plumber William F. Bennett at the western edge of Un-
ion Square.  Historically known as The Bennett Block, this is a Queen Anne commercial/
residential building. Particularly noteworthy are this building’s intact storefront surrounds, the typi-
cally Queen Anne oriels of the upper floors, and the unusual free-standing gables that enliven the 
roof line.  Aaron Gould, a native of Nova Scotia, is reputed to have designed The Bennett Block, 
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along with two other large 1890s wood frame buildings that are already included within the Union 
Square LHD. (the Drouet Block or Bow Street Hotel at 365-369 Somerville Avenue/ 58-68 Bow 
Street, and the Richmond Block at 33-37 Bow Street).  
 
The first building in the Prospect Hill LHD is 67 Walnut Street, a well-preserved example of an end 
gable Italianate residence that was built by 1865, signaling the resumption of quality house construc-
tion after the Civil War.  Its Italianate style can be seen in the raised and molded window surrounds 
with bracketed lintels, as well as return eaves at the gables.  The house was designed for a Boston 
family named Folsom and provides a snapshot of genteel, hilltop living.  By 1882 it was the home of 
Edwin Ireland, a descendant of a prominent local Colonial era family.  The property extends the 
large existing twenty-building LHD of late nineteenth century houses northeasterly from Vinal Ave-
nue, via Pleasant Avenue, to Walnut Street.  The house at 42 Vinal Avenue, built at a later date, will 
further extend the boundaries of this LHD.  
 
 

HINCKLEY — MAGOUN  
 
In 1852, the Hinckley-Magoun area was virtually devoid of buildings, but for a single dwelling 
bordering the west side of Lowell Street.  Much of the area was originally owned by the Magoun 
family who lived atop Winter Hill in the 1783 Adams-Magoun House.  In 1866, Samuel Hinckley 
bought land that had been part of the Magoun family’s vast land holdings and by 1869, his 
speculative subdivision was filling in with modest houses along Hinckley Street and Fiske Ave-
nue.  The area’s present high level of density was not achieved until the early 1890s. 
 
The houses of this 
district represent 
the affordable 
housing of their 
day and provide 
physical evidence 
of the larger 
Hinckley/Magoun 
area beginning to 
assume an archi-
tectural identity as 
an urban village.  
Here the whole is 
greater than the 
sum of its parts 
with streetscapes 
that rely on the 
sometimes quirky 
siting and forms of 
these late nine-
teenth century 
dwellings.  Such a 
streetscape is em-
bodied in the col-
lection of wooden 
dwellings at 8, 12 and 23 Hinckley Street, and at 23, 25, and 37 Fiske Avenue.  Both 8 and 12 
Hinckley Street are part of the original Samuel Hinckley Street subdivision for local laborers.  
Built in 1871, 8 Hinckley Street is of interest as a very plain mansard cottage that retains a nar-
row  
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Italianate bay window at its main façade, a broad wood cornice board, and a straight, rather than 
concave mansard roof.  12 Hinckley Street is a side hall plan house (See Figure 7) that has 
typical Italianate features of a bracketed side porch and end gable with return eaves.  23 Hinck-
ley Street is an interesting variation on a center gable Italianate house.  Its main façade has a 
more vertical and less horizontal orientation to the street, as well as a center gable that is more 
narrowly pitched than is typically found on Italianate structures.  The original owner was David A. 
Chute, a carpenter, who is likely to have built the house for himself.  Both 23 and 25 Fiske Ave-
nue are plain Italianate cottages with polygonal bay windows and gable roofs with return eaves.  
One house of great interest to both this proposed LHD and the larger neighborhood is the cot-
tage at 37 Fiske Avenue with a mix of architectural styles -- Late Federal (with a narrow rectan-
gular form, a five-bay main face with center entrance, and a narrow gable-roofed dormer) and 
Italianate (with a narrow polygonal bay). 
 
These houses have significant historical associations with Somerville’s labor.   For example, 
early occupants of these houses included laborers, a lumber dealer, and the teamsters who typi-
cally lived near a major “haul road” like Broadway, located just to the north. 
 
This proposed LHD comprises two dwellings which were moved from the west side of Lowell 
Street to the interior of the same block, creating a Lowell Street cul-de-sac with the new ad-
dresses of 5-7 (1851) and #10 Lowell Terrace  (circa 1869-1874).  Both houses were built for 
Magoun Square grocer Patrick Dugan, and represent different approaches to the Italianate style, 
one more elaborate than the other.  5-7 Lowell Terrace (presented in Group B) has one of the 
earliest examples in Somerville of a two-story polygonal bay window, while 10 Lowell Terrace 
boasts more elaborate brackets in the eaves of the roof and supporting the door hood (See Fig-
ures 6 and 8).   
 

ORCHARD STREET 
Davis Square had 
become the center 
of trade for West 
Somerville by the 
mid 1870s.  This 
was due to its 
proximity to public 
transportation on 
Cambridge’s Mas-
sachusetts Ave-
nue, the introduc-
tion of a branch of 
the Lexington and 
Arlington Railroad 
through the area in 
1870, and the ex-
tension of the 
horse-powered 
railroad to Davis 
Square the follow-
ing year.   
 
The double man-
sard cottage at 23-
25 Day Street 
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(circa 1870), is linked to the prominent rise of Orchard Street as an upscale residential counter-
part to the commercial buildings in Davis Square.  The Italianate features of the house include a 
pair of polygonal bay windows at the main façade, as well as brackets at the roof eaves.  The 
mansard roof covered with slate shingles on the house is unusually substantial for a cottage-
scale building.  Over time, the owners of 23-25 Day Street included a purveyor of spirits (now 
known as a liquor salesman), an iron merchant, and a well-known Armenian family of grocers 
and rug merchants, the Yacubians.  
 
 

CENTRAL-ATHERTON-SPRING-SUMMER (CASS) EXPANSION 
 
During this period only a limited number of houses were built on Spring Hill, in part because 
many of the original owners still lived in these houses and were not eager to sell off their side 
yards to accommodate new construction.  The heavily trafficked thoroughfares that we know to-
day were little more than glorified country roads.  For example, Central Street with its sizable 
houses on large parcels remained upland “estate country,” until as late as 1890.  Summer Street, 
as originally set out in 1842 extended only from Central Street to Lowell Street and initially did 
not invite heavy 
use.  In 1870, the 
extension of Sum-
mer Street west-
ward from Lowell 
Street to Davis 
Square, and east-
ward from Central 
Street to Union 
Square would have 
opened Spring Hill 
to further develop-
ment had the finan-
cial crisis of 1873 
not brought hous-
ing starts to a 
screeching halt.   
After the Civil War, 
the lawyers, bank-
ers and merchants 
of the neighbor-
hood were joined 
by homeowners 
with more varied 
job descriptions, 
including carriage makers, teamsters, real estate agents, carpenters and others engaged in the 
building trades. 
 
Situated near the base of Spring Hill and separated by a single lot, two properties are important 
additions to this larger district. They are the Italianate “Olive Branch Cottage” at  7 Central 
Street (early 1870s) and the remarkably well-preserved Second Empire house at 15 Central 
Street (1869) which originally was a Stone family compound known locally as the “Stone Planta-
tion.”  The Italianate characteristics of number 7 include the round-arched attic window and 
above all, the saw cut brackets that support the door hood and enliven the roof’s eaves.  Other 
Italianate features include the porch with “chamfered” posts (with cut away corners), windows 
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with raised picture frame-like moldings, and brackets at the roof eaves of both the porch and the 
main house.  The Stone family’s roots run deeply in Somerville, dating back prior to the American 
Revolution.  Both 7 and 15 Central Street were built for carriage maker Jonathan Stone and his 
dairy farmer father Nathan Stone.  Jonathan’s son Frederic Stone (1854-1939) inherited 7 Cen-
tral Street in 1892.  While in residence here, he served as the first treasurer of the Somerville 
Savings Bank, founded the Somerville Historical Society, and served as a senior trustee of the 
Somerville Hospital from 1896 to 1936.  The still bucolic images presented by these houses and 
their landscapes contrast sharply with the non descript one-story concrete commercial buildings 
bordering Somerville Avenue, located just one lot to the south.  
 
The great strength of Spring Hill in general and the CASS LHD in particular, is the fact that the 
history of the American suburban house can be traced in almost all of its many forms and styles, 
from the 1840s Greek Revival to a 1960 ranch house.  This LHD encompasses several iconic 
mid-nineteenth century residences, including Somerville’s most famous residence, the Round 
House designed and built by Enoch Robinson (1856).   One Italianate house of this time period 
to add to this existing LHD in order to fill a critical gap in the historic streetscape, is  44 Spring 
Street. This circa 1868 villa is noteworthy for its stepped street elevation and typical Italianate-
arched dormer windows and hip roof.  The house was built for Boston silver-plater Amos Carlton 
who commuted to work in downtown Boston.  By 1880, it was home to the venerable George O. 
Proctor, a veteran of the Civil War, a major hay and grain dealer, as well as a member of the 
Massachusetts State Legislature.  While there he served in the early 1890s on the Committee of 
Street Railways after the electric streetcar had recently been introduced to the Boston area.   
 
Originally called Chestnut Park, the Harvard Place cul-de-sac is one of the original Alexander 
Wadsworth-surveyed streets in the 1843 Brastow development.  In place by 1865, 10 and 14 
Harvard Place are similarly massed houses that are of interest as “budget” versions of the more 
commodious Second Empire mansions built in this area.  Both houses exhibit typical Italianate 
polygonal bays at their side walls, as well as two different types of mansard roofs. 
 
Early residents of number 10 Harvard Place included Amos Johnson, a teamster whose family 
lived here until as late as 1940, while Edmund C. Purdy, editor and Land Commissioner at the 
Massachusetts State House, was an early owner of number 14.  These two properties enlarge 
an existing four building LHD (1-3 Harvard Place, 9-11 Harvard Place, 23-25 and 31-33 Mon-
mouth Street) that ultimately will be combined with three other properties (38 Harvard, 10 and 17 
Monmouth Streets) built in the late 1800s.  These nine buildings will all be part of the CASS LHD. 
Together they represent the multi-phased development of the overall Spring Hill neighborhood.  
 
Given Somerville’s extraordinary density today, it may be difficult to imagine that Spring Hill was 
once known for its seasonal “country” houses—second homes built on elevated terrain for white-
collar professionals working in Boston who sought relief from summer in the city.  The Second 
Empire house at 170 Summer Street was built in the late 1860s as a seasonal retreat for 
“designer” John Howie, and was occupied by the 1930s by the five Ormond sisters who all 
worked as nurses at the nearby Central Hospital.  Its typical Italianate features are the formal, 
molded window surrounds that culminate in cornice-headed lintels, a broad polygonal bay win-
dow, and bracketed roof eaves. The mansard roof has hip-shaped dormers. 
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FORM B . BUILDING

Massachusetts Historical Commission

220 Morrissey Boulevard

B oston, Massachusetts Cf2125

Assessorts number USGS Quad Form Number

sMV.11635A Hl 40 Boston -North

Area(s)

T
Town Somerville

Place (neighborhood or village) Spring Hill

Address 7 Cerrtral Süeet

Historic Name Jonathan Stone House

Use: present TwofaEily residence

Original Sinele-familv residence

Date of Construction e.1870-I873

Source Somerville Maps. Atlases and Citv Directories

Style/Form Italianate / L-shaped

Architect/Builder Undetermined

Exterior Material

Foundation Red brick

IVall ünyl

Roof Asphalt Shingles

Outbuildin gs/Secondary Str uctures N/A

Major Alterations (with dates) _Vinvl sidine replaced
c. 1970s. Orisinat front door

Condition Good

Moved tf yes r
Acreage 9,634 square feet

Recorded by klward'W. Gordon

Organization Som. Historic Preservation Comm.

Setting Situated on level ground at the base of Sprine Hill's

Date(monthldaylyear) 317105



BTIILDING FORM

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION

BIBLIO GRAPIIY and/or REFERENCES

see continuation sheet

see continuationsheet

E]
Describe archítectural features. Evaluate the characterístics of thß buitding in terms of other buildings withín
the community.

Despite its modest scale-and replacement_fabric, 7 Central Street, serves as a gateway structure to the
architectural treasures bordering Central Street, between Atherton and Sumñter Stieets.
Architectu_rall¡ 7_ Central Street is a typ.ig1l, straight--forwa^rd example of a side hall plan, end gable
Italianate house that was built around 1870. The primary interest át ? Central Streei Heé in its-form
and sitin_g. If"tur an abrupt visrml transition is made from the commercial properties bordering
Somerville Avenue. t9-ttrg genteel Spring Hill neighborhood of mid-to-late ninetìenth century
residences. Indeedr. this ho-use'1_sit!ng so-close to a node of commercial buildings bordering'Somerville
Avenue might eventually place the housets existence in jeopardy.

Situated on a sizeable lot on level land at the southern base of Spring Hill, 7 Central Street overlooks a picket
fence-enclosed front y-Td. êqoss the street, to,the west is a grõup óf wooden end gable Queen Anne åour"r.
To the north is the parking lot for a commY-nip h"ulF cente¡.-Indeed, next door to 7 Cenù, on the south, is a
t":g"T one--stgry concrete commercial building and¡-elated asphalrpaved parking area. The generous dimensions
of the house's lot on its north yard help to visually offset the pãrkin! lot.

The trouse is composed of three stuctural goppopnts: the two-story, two-bay-by-two-bay main block, one story
north wing and two-story rear gll. -The main block rests on a brick basement án¿ is enclosed by a gablé roof witir
retumeaves, loj.-"lhg from-the hous-e's north wall is a one-story, one-bay-by two.bay integräl 

"it. 
froJ""ti"g-

from the main block's rear wall is another integral ell.

HISTORICAL NARRATM tr see continuatíon sheet

Qisçus1.the hßtory of tl,re.b.uilding. Explaín its associations with local (or state) history. Include uses of
the building and the role(s) the owneriloccupants played within the conununity.'

7 Central Street has s-ignifica_nt historical associations with Somerville's Stone family. The Stones
settled in Somerville during-the eigþteenth-century and conducted farming on their länd at the southern
base of fpti"S.YtJ! until as late as the 1870s. The late nineteenth century Stõnes of Central Street (the
brothers Nathaniel T. ani fonath?n) owned two eighteenth centurSr family homesteads in Somerville. One Stone
House was located on the east side of Stone Avenue atUnion Square. They owned this venerable dwelling until as
late as 1&74. Another nancient" Stone residencedating back to tñe 1700s was loc¿æd on SomervilleAvenue,
-ngar 

Cenral qfieet--jlstQ th" ¡guth 9f 7 Central Street. Before movìng to15 Central Street (SMV .llæ) in i869,
Nathaniel T. Sûone, a brother of Jonathan Stone of 7 Cental Street, üvú in the Somerville Aienue Stone
homestead (now the siæ of Dunkin Donuts, at the comer of Somerville Avenue and Cenfial Street).

Central Street was set out as early as.the1680s as one of ten north-to-south r:mgeways that divided Somerville's
land into one and one_quarter mile widelots. Central Steet remained unpavedúntil 

-tne 
mi¿ ninetee.lrth century.

By tlat time Ce¡tral Sfteet was bordered by the estates of the Brastow, Ñchols, Stone, Shute and Tvler familiäs.
Ample p-arcels Þloogog to these famjlies contained meandering driveways witn UnOscaped islandí and
commodious stables and otheroutbuildings. During the 1890s,-the story ôf the mid-Victorian era, Central Street
estates ended with their subdivision into smaller lots for Queen Anne, C-oloni¿ Revival and Shingie style residences.

Bromley, George, Atlases of the City of Somerville, 1895;1900.

P_*!*.t,Martin, Map of Somerville, 1852 lH..I W_4I$_Map of Charlestown, Somerville and Cambridge, 1g57.
Hopkins, G. M., Map of the Cityof Somerville, 1874f18&L
McAlester, Jirginia &.I.ee, Field Guide to American Houses, New York Alfred A. I(nopf, 1984.
Sammarco, Anthony M. Somerville,Images of America Series.
Samuels, Edward 4., Somerville Past & Present. Boston: Samuels & Kimball Company, 1897.
Somerville Clty Directories: 1869-70 to 1940; Somerville Assessor's Department batabase.
Zelke, Carole, Beyond the Neck: The Architecture and Development of Somerville, MA, I}BZ,lgm.

Recommended for listing in the National Register of Historic places.
If checlæd, you must attach ø completed National Regíster Criteria Statement form.





INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET Town:
Someryille, MA

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION Area (s)
Office of the Secretary, Boston Spring Hill

Property Address:
7 Central Street

Form No:
sMV.1163

Indicate each item on inventory form, continuedbelow.

Á.r chitectural Description

A tholt f-light of wooden repl.acemg.nl steps and stair rails leads to late nineteenth century double doors with tall and
arched $]ass panes su¡mounting solid square panels. The front door is set off by verticá| and horizontal boards and
¡heltgred bV u-typidlyltalianate bracketed door hood. Sometimes called the Bi¿ckeæd Style, paired Italianate
brackets are also in evidence at the eaves of the burJ{ing. To the right of the front door is á sinþle standard size*i"{o*..å Pqr.of standard size windows are in evidence at the main facade's second story whie an arched attic
window illuminiates m- 

" 
u4". .Eyidently the application of vinyl siding resulæd in a loss oi trim elements, most

lotaþly tith$ the-realm of window surrounds. The south wail's notèworthy feature is its one-story polygonA Uuy
that is set back at the eastern end of this elevation.

Historical Narrative

{*o-tdioË to th9 1p74 Sgqerville {tlas, Nathaniel T. Stone owned '7 and 15 Central Street (SMv.1164)
Number 7 was built c, lWl-I973 for Nathaniel T. and/ or Jonathan Stone. Næhaniel T. Stonè was a farmer.
In 1874, he is listed ry.liu:$- ut ]'ly{j!q (Some_rvil_le Avenue) corner of Central" with his mother Mrs. Sarah Stone,
"widow of Nathaniel." Nathaniel T.'s son, (?) Jonathan Stone, "carriage maker" apparently lived at 7 Central
Streef as well. Inll74, Jonathan Stone is listed as a co-owner of 7 Central Street. Áþpareniy 15 Central Street
was apparently Nathaniel T. Stone's main house.

Py t-9Y, this prop,grty is listed underthe name of Jonathan Stone. By 1890, Frederick W. Stone is listed here,
in addition to Jonathan Stone. Frederick W. Stone was the treasurer õf the Somerville Savings Banh locatedaf34
.Uligo Square, the b¿nk was incorporated in 1885, and the president of the bank was Orrin I(áapp who lived a few
blocks to the east of the Stones on lower School Street. Friderick W. Stone and his wife Elizaö. Stone lived here
until at least the early 1930s. By 1940, Frederick E. Stone's daughter, Amy E. Stone is listed at this address.

Staple to inventory form at bottom
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FORM B - BUILDING

Massachusetts Historical Commission

220 Morrissey Boulevard

B oston, Massachusetts 02125

Boston -North

Form Number

sMV,1t64

Assessor's number USGS Quad

52tHt 43

Area(s)

T
Town Somerville

Place (neighborhood or village) Spring Hill

Address 15 Central Street

Historic Name Nathaniel T. Stone House

Use: Present Three-familvresidence

Original Sinele-familv residence

Date of Construction 1869

Source Somervílle Journnl-Evelina Stoteobituarv-9/ g / 1916

Style/Form Second Empire / T-shaped

Architect/Builder Undetermined

Exterior Material

Foundation Brick

Ytrall Clapboards

Roof Slate shingles

Outbuildings/Secondary Str uctur es N/A

Major Alterations (with dates) Very intact.
c.mid20th

Condition Good

Moved f] yes |rl no

Aceage 16.177 square feet

Setting Situated opposiæ Atherton Steet's intersection withRecorded by Edward \{'. Gordon

Organization Som. Historic Preservation Comm.

Date(monthldaylyear) 3t7t05

south side
side



BUILDING FORM

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION

D es cribe archit¿ctural features. Evaluate
the commanity.

O^verlookin_ga tree-shaded frolt ¿ard' 15 Central Street lanks among the most well preserved examples
of a Second Empire residence in Somerville. Retaining integrity of siting form, fabric as well as mìst
of its elements, this house_ retains clapboard and slate-shingle sheathing materials. Still intact is a
wooden Italianate ftoltplttt, a¡ yell as cornice headed window surrounds. Characterized by a pleasing solidity,
this well-proportioned, T*haped house is composed of a three-bay-by-two-bay main block ahO a tong ind nanów
two-story, five-bay-by one-bay rear ell.

15 Central Street' s main block rises two-stories from a brick basement to a hip-on-mansard roof. Narrow corner
boards acgent t4e edges of lhe main_bl-ock. Access to the center entrance is provided by a short flight of granite (?)
steps that hav-e b-een pui"t$ gryy. Still^inlact is the porch'! 9!gin¿, typically ltalianate, chamfereã posti. ttresè 

'

posts rise tofhe b¡agkeûed entablature of the flat porch roof. -The porchroof shelters late nineteenth õentury double
doors. The doors'talt trytu"g{g glass panes surmount solid lowèr panels. Windows set off by formal mólded
surrounds with cornice-headed lintels flank the center entrarice porcñ. In evidence beneath the windows are sills
with small paired brackets beneath first story window sills. Comice-headed lintels crown the main block's
windows. The -majogty of the windows contain modern metal 1/1 double-hung replacement sash, with a few
exceptions, t,rgl at the second story windows of the south elevation . The main b-tock's facades exhibit deep
eaves accented by small saw cut br¿ckets that are interspersed between larger saw cut brackets.

The mansard roof is literally the crowning glory of the house. Here, the straight-sided lower roof slopes rise

HISTORICAL NARRATIYE tr see continuation sheet

Qßç ythe hßtory of tl,te.b.uilding. Explain its associations with local (or state) history. Include uses of
the building and the role(s) the ownersloccupants played within the corfununity.'

Built in 1869' 15 Central Street has signiticant historical associations with Somerville's Stone family.
The Stones settled in Somerville during the eighteenth century. The Stones of Central Steet were
associated with two ReYolutiongy yar era homes that survived well into the nineteenth century on the
east side of Stone Avenue at Union Square and at the northeast corner of Central Street and Soñrerville
Avenue.

Central Street was set out duringthe 1680s as one of ten north-to-south rangeways that divided Somerville's land
ilto o1e an{ gle quarter mile wide lots. Cental Street remained.u-npaveO untit tle mid nineteenth century. By that
time Central St¡eet was bo^rdered by the-estates of the B.ras-tow, Nichols, Stonq Shute and Tyler families. "empí"
parcels þlongtn-g-to the aforementioned families contained meandering drives with landscaþd islands and
commodious stables. During the 1890s, the story of the mid Victorian-era Cenftal Street estaæs ended with their
suMivision into smaller lots for Queen Anne, Colonial Revival and Shingle Style residences.

Acc,ording to_thel$74 Somerville Atlas, Nathaniel T. Stone and his wife Evelina owned 7 Central Street (SMV.
1163) and 15 Cenüal Street Both of these houses were built within a few years of each other, between t36g an¿
1873. Nathaniel T. Stone was a farmer. In 1874 he is listed as living at ulriilk (Somerville Avenue) corner of
Central" with his mother lv{rs. Sarah Stone, "widow of Nathaniel.n At that time, Nathaniel T.'s brother Jonathan

BIBLIOGRAPIIY and/or REFERENCES

see continuntíon sheet

the characteristics of thß building interms of other buildings withín

see contínuationsheet

E

Bromley, George, Atlases of the City of Somerville, 1895; 190O.

P_tuqtt,Martin- , Ylp of Somerville, 185?\l/alliTg, -H_f Ma_p of Charlestown, Somervitle & Cambridge,l857.
Hopkins, G. M., Maps of the City of Somerville,l874,l8f4.
\4c Algste¡-Virginia &I-ee, Field Guide to American llouses, New York Alfred A. Knopf, 1984.
Samuels, Edward 4., Somerville Past & Present. Boston: Samuels & Kimball Company,-1897.
Somerville, MA, A,ssessing Department On Line Database.
Somerville City Directories: 1869-70 to 19 ; Somerville Assessor's Dept. Database.
Somerville Journnl, Evelina Stone obituary, 91 8 11916.
Zellie, Carole, Beyond the Neck: The Architecture and Development of Somerville, MA, 1982,1990.

E Recommended for listing in the National Regisûer of Historic Places.
If checlæd, you must attnch a completed Nationnl Regßter Criteria Statement form.
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INYENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SIIEET

MAS SACHUSETTS HISTORI CAL COMMISSI ON
Office of the Secretary, Boston

Indicate each item on inventory form, continued below.

Town:
Somerville, MA

Area (s)
Spring Hill

Property Address:
15 Central Street

Form No:
sMV.1164

Architectural Description steeply to a low hip -roofed structural component The roof is sheathed with
monochromatic dark gray, rectangular, scalloped and diamond-shaped slate shingles. Ranged across the main
façade is a trio of segmental arched dormers, while pairs of identically rendered dorrners arê in evidence at the side
walls. A low brick chimney rises from the northem slopeof thehipped componentof themansard.

Historical Narrative Stone, "carriage maker" lived in the Ilalianate house next door at 7 Cenaal street. In 1t74,
Jonathan and Nathaniel T. Stone co.owned 7 C-eniral Streel 15 Central Street was Nathaniel T. Stone's main house.
Nathaniel T. and Jonathan Stone also owned a long n¿ìrrow lot on th. e north side on15 Central Street's lot, as well as
a rectangular lot befiind the house labeled Allel F. Carpenter on the 1874 Atlas. The Carpenter house was replaced
by the present modern brick apartment during the 1960s (?).

Nathaniel T. Stone died in 1877. By 1879, his widow, Evelina C. Stoneowned 15 Central Street. Mrs. Stone lived
here for decades, owning the property until her death in 1916. Mrs. Stone was bom February l, 1826 in West
Camåridge, ryry-a{{Ston,M{ Her^parefis were ElijahCutter and Abigail Hill Cutter, members of Arlington's
prol{ic and,hìglly industrious Cutter famil1i. _She marriedNathaniel T. Stone on November 28, I89,. Interestingly
her Somerville Journal obituary notes that " She first resided in the old Revolutionary War era farm house on
Somerville Avenue near Central St¡eet which was removed in 1869 to Garden Court." In that same year her husband
presented h9r ryith a n€w stylish and relatively subqtantial residence at 15 Central Street Here, sheþursued hobbies
such^ as gard"yng and "home life" and was particularly prgud of an oak tree that she planted on herþroperty around
1890. According to her obituary, one of her sisters was Mrs. Jonathan Stone who livèd next door at7 Cential
Street. For many years she was a member of the First Universalist Society Church on Central Hill.

By 1930, LugV an{ John S. Edmands are listed at this address. Mr. Blmands worked for an unidentified company
as a "research worker." By 194O, Lucy S. Edmands, "widow of Johnu, ownedthis house.

Staple to inventorv form at bottom
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FORM B . BUILDING

Massachusetts Historical Commission

220 Morrissey Boulevard

Boston, Massachus etts 02125

Assessorts number USGS Quad Form Number

SMV.54722lBt t2 Boston-North

Area(s)

[]
Town Somerville

Place (neighborhood or village)
Davis Square

Address 23 -25Day Street

Historic Name Richard Collins House

Use: Present .Two-familv residence

Original Sinele-familv residence

Date of Construction c.1865-1868

Source Somerville Citv Directories and Maps.

Style/Form Mansard cottase / L-shaped

Architect/Builder Undetermined

Exterior Material

Foundation Brick

Wall ljnyl
Roof Slate Shineles

Outbuildin gs/Secondary Structures N/A

Major Alterations
recent addition.

(with dates) Vinvl sidi¡g is a relativelv

Condition Good

Moved [-] yes lFl no

Acreage 8. 936 square feet

Recorded by klwardW. Gordon scale residences.

Organization Som. Historic Preservation.Comm.

Setting

Date(month/day/year) 3l7lo5

Day Street

with



BTIILDING FORM

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION see contínwrtion slrcet

BIBLIOGRAPIIY and/or REFERENCES see contintmtíon sheet

Bromley, Georgg Atlases of the City of Somerville, 1895; 1900.
Draper, Martin, Map of Somerville, L852.
Hopkins, G. M., Map of the CÍty of Somerville, 1874; 1884.
Krim, ArthurJ. / Cam!1Hist. Comm., Survey of Arch. History in Cambridge, Northwest Cambridge,lgT'1.
Mc Alester,-Vitqoil & [æe, Field Guide to A.merican llouses, New York Afred A. Knopf, 1f44.
Samuels, Edward ,{., Somerville Past & Present. Boston: Samuels & Kimball Company,-1897.
Somerville City Directories: 7869-70to 194O.
Zellie, Carole, Beyond the Neck: The Architecture and Development of Somerville, MA, lgBZ,lgg0.

trf Recommended for listing in the National Register of Historic Places.

E
Describe architectural features. Evaluate the characterßtícs of thß builüng in terms of other buildings within
the community.

Built c. 1870' 23 - 25 Day Street is a key component within a collection of distinctiye, mansard-roofed
residences bordering D_ay Street in !!e Orchard Street neighborhood south of Davis Square, at the
Ca¡_nb1ld_g9 lin_e. The Day/_Chester/ orchard Streets area is currently being considereä for ñomination
to the National r¡Sjstgr of Historic Places as an historic district. Thó qualäy of design and
craffsmanship of the Second Empire residences in the area are high anã des-erve speõial recognition and
protection.

23-25 Day Street overlooks a narrow landscaped front yard and coveds most of its lot. On the north side of this
house js the amplg side yard und- d¡rug.*ay o{ th9 mansard house next door at29 Day Street. Bordering the south
side of the house is a narrow tutþ tçu¿iog to thg bgck yard, The house is L-shaped in form, encompassing a
three-bay-by-four bay main block that rises a single story from a brick foundatiõn to the mansard roof. A-t the rear
of the building is a broad, one-story ell with an open front porch along iæ south side.

A,roqd 1870, cottages like the ones on Day Sûeet appealedto homeowners because they could be built relatively
qlegt¡ efficiently and apparently qlicldy. Together with qrqilarly rendered houses at29,30, and 34Day Streei,
?3-25-pay Streetis Totgyo{th}i f9t.th" boity folm of its_ main blocþas well as its massive mansard roof. elthougn
its walls are sheathed with vinyl sidin-g, at_lea¡t the vinyl elements are the width of clapboards and therefore it is rót
lmpediately agpqrent that mgde.rn-siding has been applied to the walls of the house. Stitt intacq however, are
Italianate porch elements and window trimmings. The mansard roof retains its orginal slate shingles.

HISTORICAL NARRATIVE n see continuatton sheer

Qßc.usythe hßtory of tly byilding. Explain its associations with local (or state) hßtory. Include uses of
the building and. the role(s) the ownersloccupants played within the coùmunity.'

Built during. th_e_late 1860s' 23 - 25 Day St_reet provides physical evidence of the post Civil War
deve_lopment of th9 residential area located between Somerville's boundary with 

^Cambridge, 
to thä

south, and l)avis Square on the north. According to Carole Zellie, the lale 1860s and 187=0ó witnessed
the recognition of "Davis Square as the center of trade in the general area once known as órWest
Somerville."

Day Sjree! llfted out as a cul-de-sac off of Massachusetfs Avenue or North Avenue in Cambridge. Initially set out
gvel thg qld Day TPû. i! L867, Day Steet only extended us !a¡ as Orchard Street The leg of Dãy Sûeer, b"tr"""n
Orchard Sfeet and !1vis Square w?s cut throrrgh between 1874 and 1884. By 1974, 23-25 Day Street Éa¿ ¡een
built and was the residence of a Richard C_ollins (occupation unlisted). By 1884, this house was-owned by an S.

9tilg^.^Pytl"B$e- 1890s Colbert a Egstol ligqor dealer with a storé at 187 Blacksrone owned this properry.
9V tqry John Colbert'.s widow, Margaret lived at this address. By 191Q the house was owned by Melvill"b. '
Jones, "iron merchant." L¿ter owners included: Mrs. Daniel W. (Isabelle) Doll (1915) and Gamhiel M. yacubian
and his wife Jessie. \lt fryoUian operated 1 gr-ocery stgre at 5 College Avenue in Davis Square. The Yacubians
were in residence at?3-25 Day Street from the latel9lOs until the eally t9/rJ,. By 1fI30, Mi. Yacubians business is
litt{ as "rugs." B¿ 1940, members of this Armenian family in residehce here dere: Josephine, a stenographer;
Jessie J. a student; Gamaliel Jr., a chauffer as well as Gamaliêl Sr.'s widow, Jessie F. Yacúbian.'

If checl<ed, you must attach a compl,eted Natíonal Register Criteria Statement form.



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION
Offìce of the Secretary, Boston

Indicate each iæm on inventory form, continued below.

Architectural Description

Town:
Somerville, MA

Area(s):
Davis

Property Address:
23-25 Day Street
Form No:
sMv.547

gojecttlts from the rirain facade is a handsome flotqot"!. A short flight of brick and concrete replacement steps
lead to the front porch. The low shoulder blocks flanking the front steps are apparently graniæ covèred with a
stucco-like coating. Rising from the porches' wooden plaform are typically squ¿ìre, chamfened wooden
posts that are ltaJialate T style. Interspersed beJw-een the po,sts are railingswith tumed balusten. The porch posts
rise to a flat roof. Opening g-nto 

-t,þ9 
pol"h are double doors thæ appearlo be. original. Here, tall rectangular p'anes

of plate glass surmo-unt small, solid and rqol{ed gaqels. The front porch is flankèd by Doric pilasærs. Éanking the
entrance pay are.nolYgonal bays notewgrlhy f9r lheir generoxs expdnses, as well as formal rectangular apron pãnels
beneath the bays' windows. In general, the windows of the house are standard size and have elabórate sLnounds.
Evident throughout are lll double-hung metal replaceme,nt sash. In evidence at each of the side walls are windows
with small console brackeúed comice-headed lintels.

The main facade culminates in a massive mansard roof noteworthy for the pattern of its intact slaûe shingles
Here a center band of^he_xagonal shingles contrasts with more standard rectangular shingles. Ranged across
the main facade's roof slope are three segmental arched dormers--pairs of identically rendered dormers
appear at the roof slopes of the side walls.

Staple to inventory form at bottom



1l&sslcsusßtrsHrsroRrc¿,r,Commssrox Community property Address
M¡sslcuusnrrsAncnrvnsBurr,onc Solænvrr,r,rn MA 23- 2s D.lySrnrnr
220 MonnrssnyBownvmo
Bosnon,lVlasslcnusprrs 02125 Area(s) FormNo.

Davis

l\ü1.547

National Register of Historic Places Criteria Statement Form

Check all that apply:

Xfl Individually eligible tr Higible only in a historic district

Xtr Contributing to a potential historic district tr Potential historic district

Criteria: trA n B D C tr D

CriteriaConsiderations: tr A tl B E C tl D tr E tr F tr G

sratement of significan* o, ál rro^, td,Ca.l-
The criteria that are checked in the above section! ínust be justified here.

23 - 25 Day Street is eligible for listing on the National Register of Historic Places both individually as
well as a contributing historic resource within a potential N. R H. P. District.

23 - 25 Day Street satisfies criteria A as a house that was built during the post Civil War building
boom in the Davis Square area.

23-25 Day Street satisfies criteria C as a well-preserved example of a mansard cottage with its original,
siting, form and elements still intact.
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FOR/VI B - BTIILDING

M¡ssecnusETTS Htsrontcnr. ComtrsstoN
MassacHUSETTS AncHtvrs Bunowc
220 MonRrssEY Boul-rvnno .

BosroN, M¡ssecHUSETTs OZIZS

see attached

Recorded by Arthur Krim

Organizatior-r Somervi 1l-e Hi st . Presv . Comm -

Dtte (tnonthiyeaù JanuarY 2006

Town

Place (ne igh b orh o o d or a illø ge) Magoun Square

Address 23 Fisk Ave.

Historic Name Hennesey House

IJses: Present residential

Original residential

Date of Consmrcdon 1 870-1 871

Source deeds and atlases

StyleÆorm f ùa1 íanàte,/worl<ers cottaqe

Architecr/Builder unknown

Exterior Material:

Foundation conr:rete bloek

Wall/Trim vlnyl/wood

Assessor's Nu¡nber USGS,Qg¡l ___ô{9{d_, Form NumberF,L;llnffitf;fF
Somervi 1l.e

Roof asphalt

Outbuildings/S econd ary S trucrures

Major Alterations (with dates) norch rahrr i 1t
ca.1920

Condition gnocì/f air

Moved Elno iJ yes Date

Acreage 24?2 sq^ft^ -
Setting t Íght r ot in don se

raa.lAan*{=1 /liatr{a} 
-

lollou ì'lnsytcbttsetrs llistcrit,tl Comntission S,¿rvq, !\4lanunl innnctions for cotnpictittg tbis ft,mt



BI'ILDING FOR&[

ARCHTTECTURAL DESCRIPTION J see continaation sheet 23 Fi sk Àve .
Desribe architemtralfeantres. Eaaluate tbe charaoeristics of this buitding in te:nns of o,thi, build.ittgs within the cunzmtmity.

The workers cottage at 23 Fisk Avenue was buirt in 1870-1871
for Edward Preble and sold to Michael Hennesey as the
origínal owner. The house follo'¡us a traditional workers
cottage plan of one and a half stories r¡it,h a center
entrance set side to the street. The design ís plain
ftalianate Style seen in the tiEht short return gable end
cornices and ín the gable end bay wí4dow. At a later time afront porch was added to the entrance facade. The house wasresided and the foundation rebuilt on concrete blocks
ca.1920. Originally a rear e11 extended north of the housewith work sheds,. now demolishedr along- Hennesey Court to
Medford Street.

Alt'hough modified, ühe Hennesey House retains its character
as a mid-19üh century rrorkers cottage on Fislc Avenue set.behind Magoun Square on a former al1ey way.

HISTORICAL NARRATIVE A see continuøtion sbeet
Disctt^çsthe hirtoty of tbe Intilding. Evpløin its øssociations.with local (orstøte) history.Include uses of the build.ing, ønd the role(s)
the m¡ners/ocrupønts pløyed zaithin the carnmunity.

The workers cot,tage at 23 Fisk Avenue is dated 1B7O-L87I by
deed and atlas research. The original lot was sold by Daniel
Hinckley in 1870 t,o Edward Preble of Somervílle and resold
to Michael Hennesey in 1871 "with buildings," thus datingconstruction to 1870-1871. The house was owned by Hennesãy
on the L874 Atlas as part of a stable complex on Hennesey
way behind Magoun square. rt was sold to Davíd wiggan in
78BZ and owned by Wíggan on the 1884 Attas, l¡hile the 1Bg5Atlas notes the property üo E. chamberlain. rn 1915 the
house is list,ed tþ Mrs. Emily Rose and in 1925 the Dírect,orylist's william Thomas and ,Jacob sloane, suggesting atwo-family resldence. A similar double listíng is given in
1940 with Angelo Bosio and his r¡ife Rose, with Mrs. Lena
RÍzzo.
The Hennesey House ís one of the original workers cottages
on Fist< Avenue from the post,-civil l{ar period, later
converted to a two-famíly house for local familiesr âîd nowa single-farnity resídence set behind Magoun square.

BrBLrOGRAPHY and./or'REFERENCEs J see continuøtian sheet

Atlas of somervil-1e. phil-adetphia: ,J.M. Hopkins , 1974, 1894.Atlas of somerville. Philadelphia: c.w. Bronley, 1g95.
Middlesex County Deeds. 111-297 (1870), LLTB-545 (1BZj.),

1356(1875), 7483-t67 (1878), t547-365 (1880), 1558_47
( 1881 ) , 1589-318 ( 1882) .

Somerville DiIectorv. Boston: W.A. Greenough, 1905-1940.

fl Recommended f::-l.t:"ls-t:Se Nadonal Regisrer of Historic Places. If checked., you ntxltt 
'ttacll 

a conrpleted NatimalRe gister Criteriø S tøtenent forzn.
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FORIVT B - BI.IILDING

MassecrrusETTs Hrsronrcel- Co¡,n¿rssroN
MessecuusnTTs AncHtves Bu rlolNc
220 MonRrssEY Bour-pveRo
BosroN, MessecnusETTs O2,LZ5

see attached nap

Recorded by

Organization

Àrthur Krim

Àssessor's Number USGS Qued[;;;1 ffi"]
Town Somerville ----------
P|ace (neiøhborbood or aillase) Cl yde-Magoun

Address 25 Fisk Ave.

Historic Name Knox-Mahoney House

IJses: Present residential

Original res ident i a1

Date of Construction 7877-t874

Source deeds and atlases

SryleÆorm Italianate,/worlcers' cottages

Architect/Builder unknown

Exterior Materiai:

Foundation brlck

I

loro o,,

l¿

l':'r
latt0n
1

I

I to th,
,y r,,
îrsec-
Irmbets,
'{icøte

Wall/Trim

Roof

shinqle,/wood

Qnw¡arr¡'i 1 1 a lIi n+. ^prêFrv^Cômm"

asphalt

Outbuildin gslS econd ary S tmc rures

Major Alrerations (zaith dtrtes) poteh rebuilt
eraly eoErr (jertE.

Condition

Moved ü

fair

no ?!ìyes Date rear house moved
EO St te ca. r öY3

Acreage 6583 sq.ft.

Setting large suburban lot ín dense

residential distrlct

D'tte (ruonth/year) Argrtst 2AO5

Foll¡t¡:' llIns.v¡chusetts I listct'it'tl Conmission Stuvcy fu[nmnl inøtaions for cotnpicring tbis fot'n:.



BLIILDING FOR]VT

ARCHITECTI.IRAL DESCRIPTION J see continuation sheet 25 Fí sk Ave .
Desdbe ørchitectural feanres. Eaaluate tbe cbørøaeristiæ of this building in tenns of other buildings within the cwnmunity.

The early worl<ers cottage at 25 Físk Avenue was built
L87L-1874 by an unknown housewright wíth lrlarren Knox as
fírst owner, laüer by Cornelius Mahoney. The origlnal house
$as apparently the front wing, a center entry worl<ers,
cottage on a brícl< basement. The desÍgn is plain Itallanate
Süy1e as seen in the gable-end bay window, roof dormers and
the short return gable corníces. By 1895 a second worlcers'
cottage had been moved on site as a rear ving. ft also
follows a mid-1gth cenüury cotüage plan with short reüurn
gable cornices. More recently an enclosed porch was added to
the front wing and ühe enüire houses resíded in wood
shingles.
The Knox-Mahoney house is of architectural interest as a
combined plan of two mid-lgth cenüury workers' cottages on a
large side lot, preserving the character of t,he Hínckley
St,reet district,.

HISTORICAL NARRATIVE A see continu.øtion sbeet

Disass tlte bistory of tbe ltuilding. Erpløin its øssociøtions uith local (or støte) history. Include ures of tbe bailding, ønd tbe role(s)
the at¡nerc/ocatpøntr pla.yed within tbe carnmunity.

,t The early workers' coütage at 25 FisI< Avenue is dated
\ t871-1874 by deeds and atlases, originally to T{arren Knox,
¿ and later to Cornelius Mahoney. The 1ot was purchased in\ 1871 from Samuel Hinct<ley, the original developer of the

Magoun estate from 1866. The house is shown to Ïrlarren Knox
on the 7874 Atlas, thus dat,ing constructÍon 1871-1874. fn
1886 the property was sold to Cornelius Mahoney as shown on
the 1895 Atlas with a rear ell, apparently a second house
moved on slte f rom an unl<no'wn location. A draínage date of
1890, suggests the rear house was moved aü this t,ime as
índicated on the 7894 Atlas. The house was maintained by
Mahoney through 1925, trith John O'Keefe ltsted as resídent
with Mahoney, possibly in ühe rear ving.
The Knox-Mahoney house is of historic interest, as an early
worlcers' cottage in the Hinct<ley Süreet dlstrict, later
combined with a second house on siüe.

BIBLIOGRAPIfY a¡rd./or REFERENCES
(

Atlas of Egmervålle. philadelphia: .t.M. Hopkíns , 1a74, 1g94.
Atlas of Somerville. Phíladelphia: G.¡I. Bromley, 1895.
MÍddlesex County Deeds. 1169-639 (1871), 1238, 431 (1886).
Sogrervllle Directorv. Boston: IrI.A. Greenough, 1BZ3-lg4O.
Somerville Engineering Deparüment. Drainage Cards.

[J Recommended.for listing in the National Register of Historic Places. If checked, you ntust attach a cmnpleted National
R e gister Cri trià S u t em rËt forzn.

D see continuation sheet
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FORM B - BUILDING

Massachusetts Historical Commission Boston-North

Form Number

sMV.1043 &lM4

Assessor's number USGS Quad

44lBt1
t6

Area(s)

E
Town Somerville

Place (neighborhood or vitlage) Spring Hill

Address 10 Ha¡vard Place & 14 Harvard place

Historic Name

Use: Present Single-familvresidences

Original Sinele-familv residences

Date of Construction c.1862-1868

Source Middlesex Co. Atlases &Deeds and SomervilleDrectories

Style/Form lÈMansard. L-shaped : I 4=Mansard. L-shaped

Ärchitect/Builder l-lndetermined

Exterior Material

Foundation 10 & |2=Brick

\ilall 10 & l2=Vinvl

Roof 10= Slate shineles: 14=asphalt shineles

220 Morrissey Boulevard

Boston. Massachus etts 02125

Outbuildings/Secondary Structuls5 N/A

Major
orisinal

Alterations (with dates) Vinvl sidine has otscured
Revi was added c. 1

acement

Condition Good

Moved n yes Fl no

Aereage 10 and 14 Harvard Place= aproximatelv 8,000 square ft.

Setting
Recorded by Edward'W. Gordon

Organization: Som. Historic Preservation Comm.

Date(monthldaylyear) 3l7l05

cul-de-sac. At 14 Harvard difference in



BI.IILDING FORM

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION see continuation sheet

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES see contírutation sheet

Bromley, George, Atlases of the City of Somerville, 1895; 1900.
D_*p"t, Mqtln, Y?p of Somerville,lS52; Walqng, H.F. Map of Charlestown, Somerville and Cambr., 1857.
Hopkins, G. M., Maps of the City of Somerville, L874,188y',.

\ac Algste¡,-Virginia &I-æ. Field Guide to American Houses. New York Alfred A. Knopf. 1984.
Samuels, Edward 4., Somerville Past & Present. Boston: Samuels & Kimball Company,-1897.
Somerville City Directories: 1869-70 to 194O.
Zellte, Carole, Beyond the Neck: The Architecture and l)evelopment of Somerville, MA,, 1982,I99}.

[-l Recommended for listing in the National Register of Historic Places.

E
Descríbe archítectural features. Evaluate the characterßtics of thß building in terrns of other buildings within
the community.

Architectu_rally, 1_0 and 14 Harvard Place are- interesting, c. mid 1860s examples of modest mansard
cottages. Situated on side-by:side lots near the head of a c_ul-de-sac, these c.-mid 1860s dwellings,
aPpgll at first glance, to be identical. Although_yery similar in terms of siting, form and scale,
signiticant differences between the two cottages lie within the realm of fenestñtion and roof
configurations. That siting is of pa-rticular interest here has everything to do with the fact that the
bacþards of these dwellings are at least ten feet below the grade,õf Hañard Place. Consequenfly, the
brick basements of these houses rise a full story at the southern halves of these houses, whiie basäment
walls are not visible at all when viewing these c_ottages from the street. Although both houses are
covered in modern fa!ri1' original features such as the slate shingles of numbei 10 and the original
front door of number 14 have managed to survive over the course of nearly 150 years.

Situated on a terraced, well-landscaped lol 10 Harvard Place measures two-bays-by-two-bays. The location of
the main entrance suggests a side hall interior plan. The rear ell projects from the wéstem half of the rear wall and
e¡tends beyond the southwestern corner of the main block Retuming to the main facade, the replacement front
door opens onto a c. early -tg-00t-f"jgan columned-front porch. The front door is set off by engãged Tuscan
columns rise from elgaged rylt$hs. fg F" eastof the entrance b1y, apair of standard size i¡,in<i'oñs open on to
the porch. 11 Beneral, the windows of this house contain original 212 double-hung wood sash. Projeiting from the
southern half of the east wall is a two-story polygoryl bay. The house is crowned by a substantial hip-oñ-mansard
roof. The roof is sheathed with rectangular and scallop-shaped slate shingles.

HISTORICALNÄ.RRATIYE tr seecontinuationsheet

Qßc.usp.the hßtory of tty øytlAing. Explain its associatíons with local (or state) hßtory. Include uses of
the building and th¿ role(s) the ownerlloccupanls plnyedwíthinthe coiununity.'

10 and 14 Harvard Place provide physical evidence of the second wave of Spring Hill's residential
construction that began towards the end of the Civil \ilar and continued uniil tñe economic downturn or
Panic of 1873. The land under these houses was purchased by Edmund C. Purdy in 1862 from a
g_l_erg¡rm_1n. Evidently the same.builder constructed these similarly massed mansard dwetling
The earliest identifiable o_wner/occupants of these houses are Amos Johnson, teamster, who iíved at
TI11be1 1o_beginnin_g^il the early 1870s and the aforementioned Puldy who was an editor during the
18!0_s. nV lE early 1E60s he was a land commissioner at the Massachusetts State House. A long-Iime
resident of East Somerville' Purdy apparently owned number 14 as an investment property unîil c. 1880.

P.inpointing the origins of 10 and 14 Harvard Place is difficult, given the tangled trail of Middlesex County
deeds. These modest mansa¡d cottages were built during the mid IS60s on lots-56 and 57 on the Alexander'
Wadsworth plan of 1843. The Wadsworth Plan for the area, bounded by Somerville Avenue, Belmont Streef
Summer Sheet ,and CentralStreet was drawn-up at the behest of major inid-nineteenth century Somerville real
estate {eve19-ne¡_Qeorge-Q Brastow. On the Wadsworth Plan, the Cul-de-sac on the west sidé of Harvard Street,
currenüy called Flarvard Place, was originally called Chesürut Courl Brastow, a "dealer in real estate" and firstihe
Mayorof Somerville after its incorporation as ? CiÞr in-1q72, settled in the area around 184O, building a Greek
Revival residence at 152 Summer Sûeet, now the siæ of a large aparhrent building. Wadsworth was tñe surveyor of

If checlæd, yoa must attach a completed National Register Criteriø Statementform.





INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SIIEET Town Propety Address:
Somerville, MA 10 & 14 Harvard Place

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION Area (s)
Office of the Secretary, Boston Spring Hill

Indicate each item on inventory form, continued below.

Architectural Description 14 Harvard Place is composed of a two-bay-by-two-bay main blocþ as well as a
short ell that projects from the rear. A full-length front porch is in evidence at the sfreet fácade. The porch's solid
railings ?ld poss represent mid - to-laæ-twentieth century.replacement elements. The front door, although partially
obscured by a-storm {oor, appelrs to F o¡.gigal.- Jg the right of tlre entrance is a standard size window.-In general,
windows are fully enframed and contain 212 double-hung wood sash. The asphalt shingle-clad, bell cast mañsard
roof exhibits a pair of dormers on the main and side roof slopes.

Historical Narrative MountAuburn Cemetery in Cambridge/Watertown during the early 1830s. Evidence
derived from Middlesex County deeds indicates that during the period of L8Øi3-I8/l9 there wâs considerable buying
and selling of undeveloped lqqd on the south slopes of Spring Hill, but there was few signs of actual house
construction until and after t_450. EarlV suburban enclaves of the same vintage as Spring Hill are Sumner Hill in
Jamaica Plain and Harrison Square/ Clam Point in Dorchester. These communities developed similarly to Spring
Hill with their proximìty to commug-pt\o{s having- ev_erything g do with the sale of hoùse lots in tliese flidgling
communities. According to Carole Telhe in Beyond the Neck, 'Tvith passenger rail service available via a statiãn ãt
Kent Street (and later Park Street), Spring Hill in the 184Os became a desirable siæ for the construction of Boston
and Charlestown businessmen's homes." The creation of new residences in the area lagged during the Civil War
with house construction resuming in Spring Hill during the period of 1865 to 1873. Inãeed, 10 añd 14 Harvard
Place represent prime gx-amplep of the mostly T{9st dwellings built in Brastow's development during the period
between War's end and the nation-wide financial distress. A third, more sustained wave óf house cons=truction in
the areabegal {uring the mid 188Os ani continued into the early 1900s. The third wave resulted in more stylish and
substantial residences that were primarily located at the periphery of the development, at Central and Summer
Streets.

Middlesex County deeds indicate that klward C. Purdy acquired title to the future siæ of 10 and 14 Harvard place
from Rollin H. Neale, cte¡gyman,-itSeptember of l8F,2. These dwellings were eventually built on lots 56 arrd 57
of the 1843 Alexander'Wadsworth Plan fgr.the lftiog Hill residential enclave. Mention iõ made of buildings on lots
56 and 57 in deeds of the late 1860s, verifying the gxistence of 10 and 14 Harvard Place by that time. thle tS57
Walling Map dgqs not show dwellings o.n the south side of Harvard Place. 10 Harvard Ptace was owned by the
heirs of Amos Johnson until at least 1940.

g¿y^q9 F$y, ownedl4 Harvard Street until around 1880. He_was w¿rs a long-time resident of Somerville. As early
as 1851 he is listed in the Somerville Drectory as an editor. He commuted to work in Boston from his residence on
Chestnut Street in Fast Somerville. Purdy, apparently derived rental inmme from 14 Harvard Place, but lived at
l-aurel near Milk Row (Somerville Avenue) during the late 1860s and early 1870s. During the 1880s and 1890s,
fo¡eph and Sarah Clark owned this property, although their principal residence was locaæá on Ekn Place, the
cul-de-sac located just to the south of Harvard Place.

By 1903,.the Clarks mlY s-{-l lave o-wned number 14 but the building's occupant is listed as Walter J. Godfrey,
fresco painter. From the 1910s until atleast the early 1940s, 14llarvard Ptace was the residence of Adelaide S.
Clark

Already listed on the N. R. H. P. as part of the Spring Hill Historic District

Form No:
sMv.t043 &tM4

Staple to inventory form at bottom



l
l
l
l
l
l
l
l
l

l

n Ç -fr
rs

I

Ð
r:l
l-Ërl

, {-.1. | ¡r¡ì
_J--1
t-r" I

,f'
"-.]

L
I re I Jl \
L---J-ll r¡l

I r5 I 4ll t

I gI ILJ

-J;I-t
L ,1

' et?

_.1
g 10

.---.'-

,

Assessors Map

t----_-]

[r
t

F
(---\
\_----'-'

- 
Parcel Boundary

- 
BlôckBoundary

--.' Asîêq(or Mâp
Eoundary

l-l-l uator aody

f---l euilding

YVØ wrro*nwt

létOìæ6ioN
lã Numbt
84uaß fuoreg.
Fþntâgs 

'ìNßìønS,na¡,4ddðs

¡o ô aoFd
IEFE--

l'¡80¡
februåry07,2002

SçuÉ R{hù+rð ùd b{ild¡rgrøFfrñdtur8ffiBbCmdvôi.,
19i t¡ß{ d¿b dNl¡srl lt il'r d*wil r¡s
br ç¡rÊ Dffir t Mdtú, 199*

NCtrÉ: Ík' ¿ù nùfiwl tn ¡hcs n¡n
MbÞ d.hn¿dÂnd dëdÊd ldlc! d
adüù¡l bôuñd¡tu ¡^ úìê Olv 0/ sædlls
lhd¡h Nd ¡uwd¡u ¡¡drhdrd nl h'

!g@t

¡rHtnrofl st



Originally the house had extensive gardens that set off the lower dining and entertaining 
area.  These were sold off in the 1960s and two houses are now located on the those 
grounds, blocking the view of the house. 
 
Architecturally, 10 and 14 Harvard Place are interesting, c. mid 1860s examples of 
mansard cottages.  Situated on side-by-side lots near the head of a cul-de-sac, these c. 
mid 1860s dwellings, appear at first glance, to be identical.  Although very similar in 
terms of siting, form and scale, significant differences between the two cottages lie within 
the realm of fenestration and roof configurations.  That siting is of particular interest here 
has everything to do with the fact that the backyards of these dwellings are at least ten 
feet below the grade of Harvard Place.  Consequently, the brick basements of these 
houses rise a full story at the southern halves of these houses, while basement walls are 
not visible at all when viewing these cottages from the street.  10 Harvard Place was 
actually a grander Second Empire home with public rooms arranged on two floors.  The 
lower, garden entry leads to the dining rooms while the upper entry opens to the parlors.  
A grand newel post candelabrum punctuates the staircase leading to the private areas of 
the house.  Although covered in modern fabric, original features such as the slate shingles 
have managed to survive over the course of nearly 150 years. 
 
Situated on a terraced, well-landscaped lot, 10 Harvard Place measures two-bays-by-two-
bays.  The location of the main entrance suggests the side hall interior plan.  The rear ell 
projects from the western half of the rear wall and extends beyond the southwestern 
corner of the main block.  Returning to the main facade, the replacement front door opens 
onto a c. early 1900s Tuscan columned front porch.  The front door is set off by engaged 
Tuscan columns rise from engaged plinths.  To the east of the entrance bay, paired 
standard size windows open on to the porch.  In general, the windows of this house 
contain original 2/2 double-hung wood sash.  Projecting from the southern half of the east 
wall is a two-story polygonal bay.  The house is crowned by a substantial hip-on-mansard 
roof.  The roof is sheathed with rectangular and scallop-shaped slate shingles. 
 
 
 
Historical Narrative  The Wadsworth Plan for the area, bounded by Somerville Avenue, 
Belmont Street, Summer Street ,and Central Street, was drawn-up at the behest of major 
mid-nineteenth century Somerville real estate developer George O. Brastow.  On the 
Wadsworth Plan, the cul-de-sac on the west side of Harvard Street, currently called 
Harvard Place, was originally called Chestnut Court.  Brastow, a “dealer in real estate” 
and first the Mayor of Somerville after its incorporation as a City in 1872, settled in the 
area around 1840, building a Greek Revival residence at 152 Summer Street, now the site 
of a large apartment building.  Wadsworth was the surveyor of Mount Auburn Cemetery 
in Cambridge/Watertown during the early 1830s.  Evidence derived from Middlesex 
County deeds indicates that during the period of 1843-1849 there was considerable 
buying and selling of undeveloped land on the south slopes of Spring Hill, but there were 
few signs of actual house construction until and after 1850.  Early suburban enclaves of 
the same vintage as Spring Hill are Sumner Hill in Jamaica Plain and Harrison Square/ 
Clam Point in Dorchester.  These communities developed similarly to Spring Hill with 



their proximity to commuter railroads having everything to do with the sale of house lots 
in these fledgling communities.  According to Carole Zellie in Beyond the Neck, "With 
passenger rail service available via a station at Kent Street (and later Park Street), Spring 
Hill in the 1840s became a desirable site for the construction of Boston and Charlestown 
businessmen’s homes."   
 
The creation of new residences in the area lagged during the Civil War with house 
construction resuming in Spring Hill during the period of 1865 to 1873.  Indeed, 10 
Harvard Place represents a prime example of the dwellings built in Brastow’s 
development during the period between War’s end and the nation-wide financial distress.  
A third, more sustained wave of house construction in the area began during the mid 
1880s and continued into the early 1900s.  The third wave resulted in stylish and 
substantial residences that were primarily located at the 
periphery of the development, at Central and Summer 
Streets. 
 
10 Harvard Place provides physical evidence of the 
second wave of Spring Hill’s residential construction 
that began towards the end of the Civil War and 
continued until the economic downturn or Panic of 
1873. The land under these houses was purchased by 
Edmund C. Purdy in 1862 from a clergyman.  
 
Evidently the same builder constructed these similarly 
massed mansard dwelling The earliest identifiable 
owner/occupants of these houses are Amos Johnson, 
teamster, who lived at number 10 beginning in the early 
1870s and the aforementioned Purdy who was an editor 
during the 1850s.  By the early 1860s he was a land 
commissioner at the Massachusetts State House.  A 
long-time resident of East Somerville, Purdy apparently 
owned number 14 as an investment property until c. 
1880. 
 
Pinpointing the origins of 10 Harvard Place is difficult, given the tangled trail of 
Middlesex County deeds.  This Second Empire home was built during the mid 1860s on 
lot 57 on the Alexander Wadsworth plan of 1843.    
 
Middlesex County deeds indicate that Edward C. Purdy acquired title to the future site of 
10 and 14 Harvard Place from Rollin H. Neale, clergyman, in September of 1862.  These 
dwellings were eventually built on lots 56 and 57of the 1843 Alexander Wadsworth Plan 
for the Spring Hill residential enclave.  Mention is made of buildings on lots 56 and 57 in 
deeds of the late 1860s, verifying the existence of 10 and 14 Harvard Place by that time.  
The 1857 Walling Map does not show dwellings on the south side of Harvard Place.  10 
Harvard Place was owned by the heirs of Amos Johnson until at least 1940. 
 



Amos Johnson, teamster – 1871, 1875 
Mrs. Amos Johnson, Frank Johnson, Nancy Johnson – 1880 
Josiah D. Johnson, broker – 1885 
JC Pushee and Sons, Anna Pushee  
John C Pushee, Leslie D Pushee, hse 22 Chestnut Ct (10 Harvard Pl.) – 1890 
Anna Pushee, teacher, Morse School – 1890  
George D, brush manufacturer, 106 Sudbury, Boston, hse 169 Summer ST 
John E Pushee, hse 11 Chestnut Ct 
Harriet Tuell 
 
Already listed on the N. R. H. P. as part of the Spring Hill Historic District 
 
 
Bromley, George, Atlases of the City of Somerville, 1895; 1900.    
Draper, Martin, Map of Somerville, 1852;  
Walling, H.F. Map of Charlestown, Somerville and Cambr., 1857. 
Hopkins, G. M., Maps of the City of Somerville, 1874, 1884. 
Mc Alester, Virginia & Lee. Field Guide to American Houses. New York:  
Alfred A. Knopf. 1984. 
Samuels, Edward A., Somerville Past & Present. Boston:  Samuels & 
Kimball Company, 1897. 
Somerville City Directories: 1869-70 to 1940.      
Zellie, Carole, Beyond the Neck: The Architecture and Development of 
Somerville, MA, 1982,1990 



FOR]VT B - BI.IILDING

MassecrrusrTTs Hrsronlcel- CoprrrssroN
MessecHUSETTS AncHrws Bu nowc
2 20 MonRrssEY Bour.rveno
BosroN, MessecnusrTTs OZLZí

Asscssor's Number USC_!_Qg3C_ ____4¡!_a(sl , Form Nru¡nbcrar*-;lffi] 8
Town Somervllle

--.---Place (neigbborhood or uilløge) Clyde-Magoun

l

loro on

l"d

lsui of

Yt'on
1

Address I Hínckley St.

Flistoric Name Hobbs House

IJses: Present residential

Original res ldent ia1

Date ofConstnrction 1871

Source deed and dírectories

StyleÆorm Mansard/ side ha11 eottacre

Architecr/Builder unIçnovn

Exterior Material:

Foundation

Wall/Trim

concrete block

shingle,/wood

asphalt

to the

t øll
rÍec-
mbers, Roof

r*"
Outbuildings/Secondary S tn:c rures

Major Alreradons (with dtræs) porch rebullt
ca. 1 980

Condition qood

see attached map

Arthur Krlm

Moved

Acreage

Setting

E no iJ yes Date

4610 sq.ft.

Recorded by üight suburban in dense

Organization Snmorrz{ 11c Hi sf.-Presw-Comm. residential dístricü

D'tte (rnonth/yeør) tvgt,e,t. 2AO5

Follo¿' i\los¡nebusetts I listct'it,t I Contnission Suvq, hlnutnl innnøions for cotnpie ting rbis frtnt.



BUILDING FORJVÍ

ARCHITECTIIRAL DESCRIPTION J see continuøtion sheet g Hinckley St.
Desçibe ørchitectarøl features. Eanhtate the charøcteri*iæ of this building in ternrs of other buitdings wTthin the cammunity.

The suburban cottage at I Hínc[<ley Streeü was built in 1871
by an unl<nown housewright and first owned by ,Toseph Hobbs in
1873. The house follows a standard suburban sidehall plan of
one and a half stories buílt on a high foundat,ion, replaced
with concrete bloct<s ca.1925. The design is Mansard Style
with a second süory Mansard roof highlight,ed by pedimented
dormers. Other period details include a projecüing facade

" bay window and a broad wood corníce board' likely of
original desígn. The front entrance has.been recently
remodeled wíth a projecting wood framed porch and lattice
base, possibly replacíng an oríginal of simílar deslgn. The
shingle siding and vinyl roof are of recent installation.

The Mansard cottage at I Hincl<ley St,reet, remains intact witfr
simple features of mid-1gth designr prêsêrving the

. streeùscape of worlcers cotüages near Magoun Square.

HISTORICALNARRATT\¿E J see continuationsheet
Disatss tbe birtory of the Intilding. Etpløin its øssociøtions.with local (or støte) historl. Include ues of tbe building, ønd tbe role(s)
the ua¡nerc/ocatpantr pløyed witbin the canmunity.

The suburban cottage at I Hinckley Süreet ís dated 1871 by
deed and directory research to .Toseph Hobbs as first orrner

( in 1873. Deed research indicates the house lot was sold ofo Freeman Thompson in 1869 as part of the orlginal Hinckley
( Street subdivision by Samuel Hinckley for local laborers ín

the l{inüer Hill area. Deeds cite a "neÍr dwelling house" to
Fannie Hobbs, '¡sife of iloseph in ,Ju1y L87L with Hobbs listed
as a teamster in the 1873 Directory. Hobbs is sho¡rn as owner
on the t874 and 1884 Atlases. The 1895 Atlas showsJames
McCarroll as olüner vith ilohn F. Carroll listed as a foreman
Ín the L925 Directory. The house listed as vacant in 1940.

The suburban cottage at I Hinct<ley Street remains intact as
one of the early vorkers houses in the Hinckley Street area
developed after the Civil Trlar for loeal laborers in the
lfinter Hil-1 area near Magoun Square.

BIBLIOGRAPI{Y and./or REFERENCES A see continu¿tion sheet

(

(
Atlaq of Somerville. Philadelphia: ,I.M Hopkins, 1874, 1884.
Atlas of Somerville. PhÍladelphia: G.Vü. Bromley' 1895.

1142-483 (1871),Míddlesex Counüy Deeds lO97-602 (1869),
Lt72-622 (1871 ) .

Somerville DiEectorv. Boston: varlous pubs., 1871-1940.

I Recommended.for ligting in the National Register of Historic Places. If cbecked, lou mxtst atuch ø completed National
Re gistn Cri terià S u t em nit form.
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Boundary
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Lot D¡øens¡ons

Squere tuotage
F@ntege Dimension

t\

N
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r-80'
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sou/cr Rishled*a ànd bu¡ldi¡! rdÞdnts
dæl@d fffi 8dh Edkd Cm@ryd.1å,
t995, hrc.l dåÞ dæloled 16 ðs6d ñ.Ds
hyGnp 06*r& Mc&,1999

NøE: Thc d¡ta Ëp€ffi t.d 6 thæ m¡F
¡ndiatedùt¡nce6 ¡¡ddec¿cd ¡øtldr d
od.(Él hu¡&iß ¡n lheCltodbervillê
úd¡èNtrulmdåb¡nd;htuld ñd h
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FORJVT B - BI.IILDING

MassecrrusrTTs Hlsronrcel Covnarss roN
MessacuusETTs Ancstvrs BurlprNc
220 MonRrssEy Boul-rveno

Assessor's Number USÇ!_Qg:!_ ,_A¡ea(sl , Form NumberG;;;llnffiE;lE
l['own Somervi l1e

-

Place (neìgbborh ood or uillage) C l" yd e -Ma croun

Address L2 Hínckley St.

Flistoric Name Peters-Ring House

I]ses: Present residential

Original residential

Date of Constmcrion 1869-1870

Source deeds and direcüories

StyleÆorm f tal ianaüe,/suburban sidehall

fuchitect/Builder unknown

Exterior Materiai:

Foundation

Wall/Trim

Roof

brÍck

asphalt,

I

I

þ to the

'rya øll

1,,,,n
lumbers,
ldicate
I

vinyllwood

4* Outbuildings/Secondary Srmcrures

see atùached map
Major Alreradons (,uitb dates)

Condirion qood

Moved

Acreage

Setdng

€J no iJ yes Date

5000 sq. ft.

Recorded by Àrthur Krim tiqht, suburban lot in dense

Organizatior-r Somerville Hist. Presv. Comm. residential díst,rict,

D:ne (rnonth/yeor) Arrgrrst, 2OO5

ITollo;:' Ilas¡¡¡thusetts Jli.ctcri;,tl Corn¡nis.tiott Surury lVlnnøl in.wznion.r fo, co¡npicting tbrs fr,nt:.



BIIILDING FOR.Ù[

ARCHITECTURAL D ES CRTPTION D see continuation sheet L2 H_inclcley St,.
Desribe ørcltitectural feøntres. Eaaluate tbe cbarøcteristia of this buitding in tenns of other buil-dings within the cunnzunity.

' The suburban house at 12 Hinckley st,reet was built in , r
1869-1870 by an unl<nown builder f-or Mait,land Osborne and
sold to Cyrus Peters as first, onner. The house follor¡s a
standard suburban síde hall plan of one and a half stories
in cottage form wÍth gable to the streetr sêt on a bríck
foundation. The design is of simple ltallanate Style seen inthe large facade bay windo¡r with a dentil cornlce and theshort return gabJ-e ends. Other period details include theorigínal bracketed porch posts on the'left side and original
clapboard siding. The enüry porch was likely rebuilt ca.1900
with doric columns vhen the propert,y was owned by Maüther,r
Ring
The Peters-Ring house is a well preserved nid-19th example
of suburban cott,age designr rnaintaining the origínal
st,reeüscape of the Hinckley Street dístrict.

HISTORICAL NARRATIVE D see continuatian sbeet

Dísass tlte bistory of tbe building. Erpløin its øssociøtions uitb local (or state) Itistory. Include rces of tbe building, ønd tbe role(s)
the auner/ocanpants playd a:ithin tbe corunrunity.

The suburban house at 12 Hínckley Street ls dated 1869-1820
by deed and directory research to Maitland osborne, with
cyrus s- Pet,ers as first oÌ{ner. The 1ot was part of theÍnitial development of Hinckley Street in fSOS fy Samuel
Hinckley from the 1866 subdívislon of the Magoun esüate ln
1856. The lot was sold ín 1869 from Hinckley üo Osborne and
nortgaged "wíth buildings" in 1870, thus datíng the house to
1869-1870. In 1871 the property was sold to Pet,ers as first
owner, resold in 1886 to Charles Holt of Wilmingt,on. fn 1890
üo the house lras purchased by Matthew c. Ring, Boston
salesman¡ âDd maíntained in Ltre famí1y throulh rgz5.
The Peüers-Ríng house is of hist,oríc value as an origlnal
suburþan cottage of the post,-civi1 Ear period, typical ofthe modest housing in the Hínckley st,reet District.

BIBLIOGRAPIIY and./or REFERENCES D see continuation sheet

, Atlas of Somerville. Philadelphía: iI.M. Hopkins , 1874, I8g4.
Atl@. philadelphia: G.I{. Bromley, 1995.( @Deeas. plan soor 7-6 treso), ptan Book( tî;iir Í'î33À:,13'i;33!,,','itr?^:'1å'i;33.Íi'13À;-113n-n'

( 18e0) .
Somervílle Dírectory. Boston: $l.A.Greenough, 1905-L94O.

I Recommended.for listing in the National Register of Historic Places. If checked, lou naßt øttøch ø carnpleted Natianøl
Register Criteris Støtnnãt forrn-
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FOR}T B - BI.IILDING

MassecHUSETTS Hrsronrcal- Com¿rssroN
MessecuusETTs Ancntws Bullot lc
220 MonRrssEy Bour-pvano
Bosron, MassecHUSETTS OZIZ5

ipn to tbe
ilm't alt
Þtercec-

lnum.br,'s,

ldicate
I

I

i

see attached

Recorded by Art,hur Krím

Organization Somerville Hist,. Presv. Comm.

D*e hnonth/yeaò Januaty 2006

Address 23 Hínckley St.

Historic Name Chute House

LJses: presenr residential-

Original residential-

Date of Constnrcdon 1867 -1 869

Source deeds and directory research

StyleÆorm f tal i anate/s idehal i-

Architecr/Builder David A. Chute

Exterior Materiai:

Foundation bríck

Wall/Trim asphal-t,/wood

Roof asohal t

Outbuildings/S econdary S trucrures

Major Alterations (with ùr.tu) poreh enr.l oscrl
ca. 1 940

Assessor's Number . _gSCtpgø_ ___ A¡ea(sl , Fot- N*rrb.,
lzz-t-to llnoston ll I Il"- " '" llportÌ. ll I 1269 I

Somervi l- 1e

(neighborbood or ailløge) Magoun Sguare

Town

Place

I

þ,0 
0,,

l'r: t
luøtton

Condition

Moved trl

€¡i r

no iJ yes Date

Acreage 2595 so. ft.

Setting t-ioht lofi- ìn rionse

ras'i ¿lon#i a1 di q{-ri nf

Iìollctu i\|¿sncbusttts lli.ctct'itnl Co¡nut.ission Su'ue1, )\4ønral innnøions for compicting this Jòmt.



BI-IILDING FOR.VI

ARCFIITEC:IIIRAL DESCRIPTION l) see continuatiun sheet 23 Flinckt-ey St.
Desribe ørchitecturølfeøtx¿ret. Eanluate the cha.raaeristiæ of this buitding in tenns of other bultdings within the carumtmiry.

The early house at 23 Hinckley Street was buílt ín 1867-1869
by David A. Chute, a carpenteqî likely for himself as the
original owner. The house follV1^¡s a standard three bay, side
hall enùrance plan of two stories rrith a two story rear e1l,
present,ing a tall narrow siLhouette to the street,. The
design is simple Italianate Style marked by t,he center
facade gable and ín the short return side gable cornices. A
l-ater residing and front porch addition ca.1940 obscures the
original- entrance

Although modified, the Chute House Ís of interest as one of
the earliest houses on Hinckl-ey Street from the post-CivÍ1
lrlar periodr rêtêining its f talianate features with a ta11

, narrolü silhouette to the street.

FIISTORICAL NARRATI\¡E O see cantinuatiun sheet
Disatss tbe ltistory of the lntilding. Esplain itr øssociøtions witb local (or støte) hi*0ry. Include uses of the building, and the rote(s)
the uumers/ocarpantr pløyed zaithin the carnmunity.

The early house at 23 Hinckley Street is dated 7867-1869 by
deed and direct,ory research to David A. Chuter a Somerville
carpenter and 1ikely buÍlder. The original l-ot r,ras divided
in 1866 as shown on t,he Irladsworth Plan and sold to Samuel
Hinckley ín 1867 with a lot sal-e to David Chute in ilanuary
1870 "with buildings," thus dating the house 1867-1869. The
house was sold to.lohn lrlilgoose in I87L, and resold to John
Robinson as named to 'rRobinson" on the 1874 Atlas. The
property was sold agaín in 1888 to MichaeL GLen of Boston
who resold it to tiichael McClean of Medford in 1891r âs
noted to 'tMeClean" on the IB94 Atlas. The L905 Directory
lists Mrs. Anne Conlan at t,he address wíth Edward Conlan, a
Bôston Elevated Railway guard, in 1925 and again in 1940.

The Chute House is of hisùoric interest as one of t,he
eari-iest houses on Hinckley Street dating from the
post,-Cívi1 War period. ft was subsequently owned by the
Conlan famíl-y during the early zOLh century

BrBLroGRAPrrYand/oT.REFERENCES ú see cantinuøtion sheet
(f
\\

( ' 
Atlas of Somerville. Philadelphia: ,J.M. Hopkins , IB'74, lBB4.
Atlas of SomervilLe. Phil-ade1-phia: G.Vü. Bromley, 1895.
Middlesex County Deeds. Pl-an Bool< 13-48 ( 1866), 1105-628

(1869), L143-479 (L871), 1421-548 (1877), 1851-44O
( lBBB), 2046-264 ( 1891 ) .

Somervíl1e Direetory. Boston: W.A. Greenough, 1871-L94O.

[ Recommended fo¡ þanq t] ù. National Register of Hisroric Places. If checked., ynu rrust attøch ø completed Nationalh
Kegtster LrTterra Jtøtement Jonn.
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¡.d¡ór.¿¡uôs¡ñd#d ¡mliñtd
d¡lhlÞd¡il6 r. ùc Clry dsocdllè
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FOR,ÙT B _ BI'ILDING

MassacsusgTTs Hrsronical ComørssroN
MessecsuspTTs Ancnivss Bu n¡rNc
220 MonRrssEY Boulpvano
BosroN, MessacuuseTTs AZ0S

Recorded by

Organization

Arthur Krinr

lfown Somervi 'l 1e

Place (neighborhood or ailløge) East Somervi 1le

Address 12-14 Lincoln Ave.

HistoricName Wild Row House

L]ses: Presenr residential

Original res identi a1

Date of Construction 1871 -t874

Source deeds and atlases

Sryle/Form Mansard,/double row house

A¡chitect/Builder unknown

Exterior Materiai:

Foundation

Wall/Trirn

Roof

brick

asphalt

Outbuildings/S econdary S rrucrures

Major AÌterations (with dntes) resided ca. 1990

Condition good

Assessor's Number

F;r-Jl

,oto ot|

nd
side of
tøtion

D to the

lw øll
'errec-

"u.mberc,
dicate
I

I

i

vinyl,/wood

Moved

Acreage

Setdng

fl no L-ìyes Da¡e

5018 sq.ft.

tight urban lot ín dense

Somervil-]"e Hist. Presv. Comm. residential district,
August 2005

see atüacned map

D'tte (month/yeør)

Follou \lns.çnchttsetts Ilistorital Contnission Suttcl, lllatntal inanø.iott.t for conpiering this fot-n.



BI-IILDING FORÙT

ARCHITECTIIRAL DES CRIPTION l) see continx¿øtion sbeet L2-14 Lincoln Ave.
Describe architecturøl feanrel Eualuøte the cbaracteristiæ af this buitding in tenns of other buildings zuithin the cunmunity.

The double ro¡r house at L2-L4 Lincoln Avenue l¡as buílt in
LBTL-7874 by an unknorün builder f.or Charles D. I{ild as
original ol{ner. The house follows a two süory double row
house plan of l¡ood constructíon with a mansard roof¿ sêt on
a brick foundation. The design is Mansard Style seen in the
distinctive straíght slope mansard roof as a third süory
rrrith pedimented dormer wíndows ancl ful1 three-story bay
windows rísíng to ühe roof. Survey phoüos (zetrie 1980) show
that the original design included paired braclcets und.er the
roof cornice and lintel caps to the main windows r rrorrr
removed by recent residing.
Recently restored, the Wild row house, reüains Mansard Style
features of the míd-1gth century, definíng the increasing
urban densíty of East Somerville following the Civil Vtar.

HIS:|ORICAL NARRATfVE lf see continuation sheet
Disans tbe bistory of the Inùlding. Èrpløin its associøtions witb locøl (or støte) hístory. Include uses of the building, a.nd the role(s)
the owners/ocutpants plnled witbin the camnrunity.

The double row house at 12-14 Lincoln Avenue is daüed
( 1871-1874 by deed and atlas reseárch to Charles D. Wild as' developer and oriEinal owner. Wild buys the double 1ot in
( fgZf fiom Amos Bairett and is owned ny Wife on the 1874

Atlas, thus dating eonstruction to I87L-1874. V'Iild is list,ed
, as a coal dealer on Myst,íc Avenue in the 1877 Dírectory,

likely renting the row house as tenements after the Panic of
1873, túlth the WÍld heirs lísted as owners on the 1895
Atlas. In 1905 the address is list,ed to Mrs. Mary Young and
in L925 to Mrs. Mary E. Lewis, Harry Murray¡ ê ftêchiníst,
with his vife Eühelr êrld Charles Cane¡ a railroad conductor
with his wife Mabel. A símilar resident list is found in the
I94O Directory with Mrs. Lewis, ,Joe Cartier, a bartender
¡rtith hÍs wife Mabel.
The ÏÍild row house is of historic note as typical urban
housing buitt in East Somerville after the Civil Ïrlar, rented
by l-oca1 railroad workers and widows t,hrough the Second
World ÍIar.

PIBLIOGRAPIIYand/or'REFERENCES lf see continuøtionsheet

Atlas of Eomerville. Philadelphía: ,1.M. Hopkins, I874, 1884.
Atlas of Somerví11e. PtJiladelphia: G.W. Bromley, 1895.
Midd.lesex County Deeds . 1155-559 ( 1871. ) .
Sogervíl1e Directorv. Boston: G.l^I. Greenough, 7877-I94O.
Ze11ie, Carole. MHC-SMV.589, 1980.

D Recommended for listing in the National Register of Hisroric Places. If checked, you ntxrst nttøch ø carnpleted Nø.tionøl
Re gist er Cri teri ø S tn t crn eãt forru.
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FOR,ÙI B _ BI.IILDING

MassecsusETTs Hrsronicar Cour'¿rssroN
MessecsusETTs Ancnnæs BurlorNc
220 MonRrssEY Boulpvano
BosroN, MessecsusETTs AZLZí

Recorded by Àrthur Krin

Organization

tlown

PLace (neighltorhood or uíllage) Ea st Somervi 11e

Address 20 Lincoln Ave.

Hisroric Name Lattemoor House

Lfses: presenr residential

Original resident,i a1

Date of Construction 1870-1871

Source deeds and tax records

Style/Form Italianate,/suburban sídeha11

Architect/Builder unknown

Exterior Materiai:

Foundation

Wail/Trim

brick

{Jno il yes Date

4774 sq.ft.

urban lot in dense

Assessor's Number

tr*--'*l

oto otl
nd

side of
,.ati07t

i to the
w 0ll
I

?rsec-lr*brrt,

{icgte

viny1,/wood

Roof asphalt

Outbuildings/Second ary S trucrures

see attached nap Major Alteradons (zaith døtes)resíded late 2OThC '

Condition good,/f alr

Moved

Acreage

Setting

Somerville HÍst. Presv. Comm. residential dist,rict,
August 2AA5Daie (monthiyeør)

Follo-¿ i\'Inssnchttsetts ]listarìtnl Comntission Szntel, lVlarnml ittnnø.ions for compicting thís fr,nn.



BIIILDING FORilT

ARCHITECTITRAL DESCRIPTION ll see continzmtion sbeet ZO Líncoln Ave.
Desribe ørchitecturølfeønres. Eualuate tbe cbnracteri*ics of thk buitding in tentrõfotleT øãltñigt;";;-bì" tlte cunmunity.

The early suburban house at 20 Lincoln Avenue was huilt in
1870-1871 by an unl<nown housewright, for peter Lattemoor as
the original owner. The house follows a standard suburban
side ha11 plan of üwo and a half stories wíth gable facade
to the streetr sêt on a brick foundation. The design is
ftalianate Style seen ín original bracketed entry hood and
short, return cornices. Other period details includ.e the
round arched attic gable window and l.eft side window bay. A
shed window has been added on the left side roof and the
house was recently resided ín vinyl clapboards.
Alöhough modified, the Lattemoor house retains its profile
as a mid-19th century suburban resiclence in the dense urban
street,scape of East Somervílle.

HISTORICAL NARRATIVE ll see cantinuation slteet
Disatss the history of the hrilding. Erplain its øssociøtions with locøl (or stnte) history. Include tues of the building, and tbe role(s)
the auners/ocætpants pløyed witbin the carnntunity.

, The early suburban house at 20 Lincoln Avenue is datedrt t870-1871 by deed and tax records t,o Peter ,I. Lattemoor as
, the firsü owner. The suburban lot, part of the Àble EíLzI subdivision for George Street (Lincoln Àvenue) in 1856. rn

1870 this lot was sold to George Fítzr ârld resold to
Lattemoor in 1872, rlith Latüemoor assessed at fi54.72 in
1871, 1ike1y datíng constructíon to 1870-1871. The 1871
Direct'ory 1ísts Lattemoor as a Bost,on stevedore with a house
on George Street, confirminE the house on site by this date.
The house ís owned by Latt,emore on the 1874 Atlas and the
1884 Atlas. The 1895 Atlas lists the property to Catherine
Lattemore with a deed üransfer in 1892. The 1905 Direct,ory
i-ists George lrlisnerr âs a raílroad worlcerr ârrd Franl< Lyford
as carpent.er, suggestíng division as a trro-family houser
with Lyford lísted in t925.
The Lattemore house is of hístorícal note as üypical
suburban house built in the posü-Civi1 Ïrlar boom, defining

4 East Somervílle as working class area.
\\

FIBLIOGRAPIIY and/oT REFERENCES ll see continuøtion sheet
(

Aü1as of Somerville. Philadelphia: .1.M. Hopkins, 1874, 1884.
At,las of Somervil-le. Philadelphia: c.!{. Bromley, 1895.
Middlesex County Deeds. 756-552 (I857), 1116-629 (1gTO),

t235-433 (7872) 2727-599 (18e2).
Somervil-l-e Direct,orv. Boston: l{.4. Greenough, 1821-IgZ5.
Somerville Tax Lisüs. Somerville: by the town, 1963-1A72.

D Recommended for lisring in the National Register of Historic Places. If checked, you nzust attacb a carnpleted Nøtionøl
Register Criteriø Statrmelt forru.
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FOR]VT B - BIIILDING

MessecHUSETTS HrSrOnlc¿l Cot,o,trsstoN
MassecuusETTs AncHtws Bu rlur.¡c
22 O MonRr s sEY BoulrvaRp
Bosron, M¡ssecHUSETTS OZIZ5

Photograph
(3" r 3" or 3-1/2" r S" blacle andubite onþ) Lnbel photo ott

hnd

side of

Assessor's Number USGS Quad-:.r-D-171F"=t";l
llrlorth I

Town SomervÍ11e

Place (neígbbot'bood or uillage) Magoun Square

Address L0 Lowell Ter.

Historic Name Dugan House

LJses: Present residential

Original resiclentìal

Date of Constmction ca . L 869- L B74

Source deeds and, atlas research

StyleÆorm Tåa1i ^7].a+ã/ttT,tt 
qi ¿loha11

Architecr/Builder rr n l¡n nr¡n

Exterior Materiai:

Foundation briek

Wall/Trim shi ngl e/wood

Roof a.qpha 1 t

Outbuildings/Secondary Srrucrures

Major Alterarions (zuith futu)

Condition good

Moved . no Þ<lyes Date .1 Rq7

Acreage 1987 sg. ft -

Serrìrrr tight l-ot in dense

residential district' 
-

uøtion

I

I

l

I

I

l

þ to the

'gu all
lersec-

lu*b,r,,

ldicøte

I

i

Recorded by Arthur Krim

Organization Somervil1e Hist. Presv. Comm.

D *e (tnan t h /y e ø r) J-g¡ggry-?lgq

see attached

¡;oll¡.t-¿ ).!¡s.ttttb¡setts I li.rtø it,tl Co¡ntnission Sutvcl' l\4øntal in.wttctions for conpictittg rhis Jirnt



BIITLDING FOR}[

ARCHTTECTURAL DESCRIPTION z see continuati,n sheet 10 Lowetl Ter.
Describe architectural feøntres. Eualuøte the cha,røcteristia of this buitding in terttr of other buitdings within the commaniry.

The early house at 10 Lowel-l Terrace was tíXe1y built
ca.1869-L874 and first owned by Patrick Dugan. It was
originally l-ocated at 356 Lowell Streetr ârrd moved to Lowel1
Terrace in 1897. The house follows a suburban rtI," pLan of
tr,¡o stories with a side hal1 entrance, a left gabl-e wing and
a two story rear e11. The design is Italianate Style as seen
in the deep short, return gable cornice and most obviously in
the bracketed entry hood and bracketed cornice details on
the facade gable typical of the post-Civil War period. The
house remained Íntact when moved in 1897, with a recent
remodeling inserting a picture windor,r on the entrance
facade.

The Dugan House remaíns intact as a well preserved example
of mid-1gth century fùal-ianate Style in the Lowell Street
area behind Magoun Square"

HISTORICAL NARRATIVE e see ctntinuatíon sheet
( q.t"rrtt the history of the Inúlding. Etpttø;n irs øssociations.witb locøl (or state) history. Includ.e uses of the building, and the role(s)
O the azuners/ocanpønts plryed uithin the community.
\t

(
(
" BTBLTOGRAPI{Y and./oTREFERENCES e see contìnuatian sheet

I Recommended for listing i¡ the Nadonal Register of Hisroric Places. If cbecked, yvu rnutt ønach ø cmnpleted. NationølRegister Criteria Statennitforr". 
- --

I /Q<



IhI\¡ENTORY FORjvT CONTINUATIO N

M¡ssecHUsETTS Htsrontcel Co ¡ISSIoN

MessecuuscTTs Ancutws Butlr>tNc
220 MonRISSEY BoweveRo
BostoN, MassacuusETTs OZL25

SHEET Town

Somerville 10
, Properry Address

Lowe11 Ter.

H]STORTCAL NARRATTVE

The early house at 10 Lowell Terrace is likely dated
ca.1869-L874 by deed and atlas research to Patrick Dugan as
the origínal owner. It htas l-ater owned by John C. Dugan, a
noted loca1 grocer in Magoun Squarer âod moved back from 356
Lowe1l Street to its site in 1897. The house was part of the
original Sumner property (see 5-7 Lowê11 Street SMV.1276)
from 1851r ârd entwined with the earlier property, confusing
accurate dat,ing. The Sumner property is shown with a síng1e
house on the lB52 and LB57 Maps, with a second house first
shown on the LB74 Atlas, apparently the present house at 10
Lowell Terrace. The Sumner property was sold in a sheriff's
sale in 1859 and purchased by Alvin Taplin of Somerville who
resold the house to Patrick Dugan in 1869. Tt is possibte
the present house was built by t,his tíme. However, it is
J-ikely t,hat the house Ìras built after 1869 when purchased by
Dugan, and certainly by 1874 when it is first shown on the
1874 Atlas. The 1895 Atlas notes the house to John C. Dugan,
a grocer in Magoun Square. He is first listed as a resident
in the 1879 Dírectory with his first listing as a grocer in
1884, suggesting the .house was buil-t before Dugan opened hís
business. The house remained in the Duqan famíly until t897
when it was moved back to its present site at 10 Lowell
Terrace and remodeled as a two famí1y residence. In 1905 it
was listed to William Grant, a baker, and Frank Brady' a
laborer. The 1925 Directory lists l'4rs. Nell-ie McCarthy at
t,he address and in tg4\, Lãonard White, an el-ectrícían wiLh
hís wife Winfred.

The Dugan House at 10 Lowell Terrace is of historic note for
íts association wíth J. C. Duqan, a noted grocer in Magoun
Square, likely built after the Civil War by the Dugan family
and moved back from Lowell- Street in 1897.

BTBLTOGRAPHY

Atlas of Somerville. PhiJ-adel-phia: J.M. Hopkins, L874, 1BB4
Atlas of Somerville. Philadelphia: G.!{. Bromley, 1895.
Map of Middlesex Co. Boston: H.F. hlalJ-ing, 7857.
Map of Somervil-l-e. Somervitte: Henry Draper, L852.
ttiaaresex county Deeds. 619-53 (1851), Bl9-322 (1859),

991-53 (1866), 1062-456 (1869), 1676-291 (1884).
Somerville Directory. Boston: W.A. Greenough, 1875-1940.
Somerví1le Engíneering Department. Drainage cards.
Somervill-e Tax Lists. Somerville: by the Town, 1B5B-1871.

t/95
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FOR&I B _ BIIILDING

MassecHUSETTS HrsroRrc¡rl CouvrssroN
MessecsusETTs Ancsrvps Bu rlnrNc
220 MonRrssEY Boulsvnno
BosroN, MessecHUSETTS OZIZ5

Somerwi I I c

(neighltorhood or uilløge) Ea st Somerví 11e

8J no il yes Date

792L sq.ft,.

corner 1ot in dense

resídential district

t,;,
I si,te of

r*'''

I

I

I
lz to tbe

'P ""
lerrec-

lztmbers,

ln'*"

Address 84 Perkins St.

Historic Name Dole House

IJses: Present resídentía1

Original reside¡liel_
Date of Constniction 1 870- 1 871

Source deeds and tax records

SryleÆorm Mansard/suburban sidehall

Architec¿iBuilder unknown

Exterior Materiai:

Foundation

Wail/Trirn

Roof

granite

viny1,/wood

slate

Outbuildings/Second ary S trucrures

Majol Alteradons (wtth dntes) resided late 20th C.

Condition good

Recorded by

Movecl

Acreage

Setting
Arthur Krinr

Somerville Hist. Presv. Comm.

August 2AA5

Organization

ËffifrffiI 103-E-1 llNor+¡ ll | 605 I

Town

Place

see atracned map

D'tte þnonth/year)

Follr¡-¿ ù{nssnchttse¡ts Ilistct-ica/ Cotn.ntissiott Su-uc1' Mnutnl insnuctiorts for cornpictìng tbis fr,rnt.



BIIILDING FOR}I

ARCHIIIECTIIRAL DESCRIPTION J see continuatiln sbeet , g4 perkins St.
Describe architecturøl feøntres. Eanluate tbe charøcteristics of tbis building in tetttts of other buitdings within the cunmunity.

The suburban house at 84 Perkins Street¡ corrrêr of Mt.Vernon
Street, r¡as builü in 1870-1871 by an unknown housewriEht for
Charles Dole as the oriEinal owner. The house follows a
standard suburban side hall plan of t¡r¡o stories with a
mansard roof and left side víng¡ sêt on a graníüe stone
foundation. The design is French Mansard Style defined by
the concave mansard roof with original scalloped slate
shingles and pedimented dormer windovs. Oüher period deüails
lnclude the oríginal entry porch and projecting window bays
wíth dentil cornices.
The Dole house is of architecüure note as a nrell preserved
Mansard design from the post-Civí1 War boom, defining the
suburban character of Perkins St,reeü in East Somerville"

HISTORICAL NARRATfVE ú see continuation sheet

Discuss the hirtory of tbe hùlding. F^rpløin its øssociations with local (or støte) history. Include uses of the building, ønd the roleþ)
tbe maners/ocnryants plryed within the cumnrunity.

1) The suþurban house at 84 Perkins Street¡ corrìêr of Mt.Vernon/ Street, is dated 1870-1871 by deeds and tax records to
) Charles A. Do1e. The corner lot was originally sold to Dole

in March 1870 from a suburban plan of 1867, with Dole flrst
listecl in Somerville tax records for $23.66, thus dating

, constru.ction 1870-1871. The 1871 Directory also lists Dole
wiüh a house at ühe corner of Perkins and Mt.Vernon Streets,
working as a foreman for Stickly & Poor in Charlesüown. fn
L877 Dole ís list,ed as spice manufacturer in Charlestor{n,
and shown as ol,¡ner of the property ín the 1894 At,las and in
bhe 1905 Directory. In L925 the address is listed to Mrs.
Anne M. Drew, while in 1940 th.e house rrras subdivided to
Thomas Hawthorne, a station engíneer and Mrs. ,Jenníe
Hawthorne who rent,ed rooms.
The Dole house is of híst,oric noüe as one of th.e best
preserved of the post-Civil War houses in the Perl<ins and
Mt. Vernon Street area, defining the mid-1gth century
suburban character of East Somerville.

)nfeffOCRAPIfYand/oTREFERENCES l) see contìnuøtionsheet
Atlas of So!0eryi11e. Philadelphia: G.M. Hopkins, L874, 1884.
Atlas of Somerville. Philadelphia: G.W. Bromley, 1895.
Middlesex County Deeds. 1109-69 (1870).
Somgrville Digectorv. Boston: W.A. Greenough, 1871-7940.
Somervílle Tax Lists. Somerville: by th.e üown, t97O-1871.

[J Recommended for listing in the National Register of Historic Places. If checked, ynu nxust attøch ø carnpleted Nationøl
Re gister Cri teria. S tn temeõt forzn.
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FORM B . BUILDING

Massachusetts Historical Commission

220 Morrissey Boulevard

Boston, Massachus etts OZl25

Boston-North

Area(s)

tl

Eyes lxlno
4.600 square feet

Recorded by Edward W. Gordon

Organization Som. Historic Preservation Comm.

Assessor's number USGS Quad

741 Al 4

Town Somerville

Place (neighborhood or village) Prospect Hill/ Union Sq.

Address 380 Somerville Avenue

Historic Name Bennett Block

Use: Present .Commercial / residential buildine

Original Commercial/ residential buildine

Date of Construction 1892 -1893

Source Middlesex Countv Deeds and Somerville Citv Directorv

Style/Form QueenAnne/ L-shaped

ArchitectlBuitder Aaron Gould-attributed

Exterior Material

Foundation Brick

Ytrall Wood shineles and clapboards

Roof Tarand eravel (?)

Outbuildin gs/Secondary Str uctu¡ ss Attached modern

concrete block garaqe on Carlton Street

Major Alterations (with dates) Verv intact

Condition Good

Moved

Acreage

Setting Sttuated at western edse of Union Square area.

Form Number

sMV.1240

Date(monthldaylyear)

Fomþentl_ysiæd on corner lot across from small. trianeular
tree-shaded lot.



BT]ILDING FORM

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION
sMV.1240

Substantialr richly ornamented wooden Queen Anne commerciaU residential blocks are a rarÍty in
most Massachusetts cities and towns. That the Union Square alea has as manJ¡ as three stellar,
unspoiled examples ofthis buildin_g_type is indeed unusùal a_ndsignificant. duilt ¡n f3gi-iggS, IAO
Somerville AYenue, although sizeable by_most standards, is the leäst substantial of túã three woo¿en
ryixed;ulgtuildings loeated in_the Bow Street / Somervilie Avenue section oi Úniã"-ðql¡;;;. The twoother bujldingsw-ere 9g¡gl{ by architect Aaron Gould: Thc RichmondBtack($-ittil; Street, tsg¡)
and the Drouet Blnck (5E-6LBow Street, 1S9S). The possibility remains that Gòuld was also ihe architectof 380 Somerville Avenue. Particularly notewort_hV ii the way the oriels are used to relieve the rigid
geome||Y of the_buildings' rectangular structural õomponenti: a two-story oriel addresses thã Carlton
Street/ Somerville Avenue corner. The western half ofìhe main facad" unä the center of irre õarlton
Street faeade feature noffgonll and bowed oriels, re-spectively. Also noteworthy 

"i" ift" ;;i;È of the
main and Carlton Street facades that culminate in frèe-standing, gable-like components-- triangular inshape a¡rd purely ornamental. Additionally the storefronts havã'n"ever been modernized and are ofparticular interest because they retain original display window surrounds

Thethree-story1 Queen Anne commerciaV residential-brilding at 380 Somerville Avenue is an L-shaped commercial/
residential block containing two stores on the ground floor w-ith four residential units inclr¿"ã irìfrä upp", stories.

HISTORICAL NARRATM tr see continuation sheet

|:ry::!:_hyjgry,:[1k,!y!F::q.:..8^ltpn its associations with tocat (or state) history. rnctude wes of
mß Duüüng and th¿ role(s) lhe ownersloccupants plnyedwithin the corìtrnunity.'

380 Somerville Avenue \ilas built c. 1892-1893 for \ililliam F. Bennett, a plumber whose work place was
located i-n-a-par! of the. property originalty numbered 7 Carlton Streei. över time, th¡s cámmercial/
residential bloek.provided space for Bennett's business, âs well as housing t"r wiáowr, ituîåii"g
salesmen, carpenters, shoemakers and others.

This buildine'{ot-ryas carved from the old Hawkins estate, a large tract that extended southward from Somerville
Avenue to the Fitchburg Railræd tracks. This tract extended wõstward from Hawkins Street toã pði"t op,positã
.at-*"y Streel 

- 
Situated at the center of a large rectangular tracl the Hawkins ff*r", *iUiitrj1|;åilri.ro* stables,hlp a deep¡et back from Somerville Avenue' The eastem section of this t*"t *^ uânrsø 6y u Uio"f<-that was atributary of the Mille/ s River, located further to the east-before it succumbed to landfill

In June, 1891 William F. Bennett of Somerville p-aid George and Alice E l-ake of Malden, $ZOOO for the lot at 3g0SomervilleAvenue- The [-akes,_in tum,_had purõnasørnJtot one month earlier in May oîffgïito* Ñæn*iA
Hawkins- This lot is n*Pbered 8.on-a plan ol March 15, 18qJ, suggesting that Benneti waiæd ¡"o v* to build
his mixed-use block The block is shown on the 1895 Somervilt-4tt^ iirþ u targe stable ¡"ninJtiáîuifding. -
Somerville_City$*jow list¿nd.locate William F. Bennett's plumbing business ñ rh" rãe-*ì-ðirh" buifdffg
numbered 7 Carlton Street. Durine the early 1890s, Bennett'ô plumbiñe concern is lisæd"J7lUoio" Squaiel

Descríbe archítecturalfeatures. Evaluate the charaa@nturms of other buigings
wíthin the coranunity.

BIBLIOGRAPIIY and/or REFERENCES see continuationsheet

Bromley; George, Atlases of the City of Somerville, 1895;1900.
Draper, Martin, Map of Somerville,1852.
yAligg, H F.,Map of Charlestown, Somerville and Cambr., 1g57.
Hopkins, G. M., Map of the City of Somerville, 1874; 1884.
McAllester, Virginia & tæe. Field Guide to American Houses. New York Alfred A. Ifuopf, 19g4.
Middlesex County Deeds, Yol. 2OÆ, page 582,61 6l lB9l.
Samuels, Blward A. Somerville Past & Present. Boston: Samuels & Kimball Company, 1g97.
Somerville City Directories: 1869-70 to l94O; Somerville V/æer Departmenr Drä¡n'Éiú records.
Zellie, Carole, Beyond the Neck: The Architecture and Development of Somerville, Mh, lgg1,1-g91.

Ð Recommended for listing in the National Register of Historic Places.
If checlæd, you must attach a completed Nalíonat Register Critería Statement form.



MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
ATEA:

Office of the Secretar¡/, Boston

Town:
Somerville

Prospect Hill

Property Address:
380 Somerville Avenue

Form No:

sMV.1240

Indicate each iæm on inventory form, continued below

Architectur al DescriPtion

The building rises three stories from a low brick basement to a flat roof. The main facade me¿$ures four-bays in

i"õth;;ffi;"; "ftn" 
tnt*-U"V, corngr o¡"1, s,/hile the eastfacade extends five bays along .Caglton Street. The

*ãír-*¿iof tne main uõÈ *éã*oto three-báys in length, while its ell is pierced by four windows-

Entrances to the building's stores are located at the western end of the main facade, as well as at the moreprominent

corner bordering so*"tiiif" Áu""u" *¿ Carlton Street. The storefronts' surrounds consist of horizontal and

uárt 
"Jp*ets. 

b"tween the storefronts' di¡glay wlndows the recessed entrance to the-upp.er stgri,e:

i"murf..ir by an o**""t¿ curved brace. A'bove the storefronts is a continuous, flqed qd encilcling apron.

ïú; fiñ ;t ?t of trt" ð*rt"n Street facade is covered with wood shingles and devoid of fenestration.

The main facadds second story features three central standard size windows flanked by.| PolYgonal oriel to the

;;hñAtlr" b"*.d b"ti;l"ril rn" polygon¿ bayculminates in an ornamental, gable-like component whose facade

is shearhed with sawfäür i[d úr"'È"läwood sihingles. This over-sized ornamèntal cgmpongnt.ts 19nea1ed 
above

the carlton street' s ráã¿g s cenær, ñwed oriel. In g-eneral, the windows of the second story, including three

windows at the *"riãi"*tlóo, 
"*rtlult 

formal entranó enframents with original wooden surrounds and a

cornice-headeo rint"r-årnamente¿ uytowierief swags. I-acking sI-ag-- ornamented lintels, the surrouds of the third

storv windows are ror Juuorut" thän those of the säond story. r¡ð uqitping 1&cades culminate in a cornice

;:iJ*äö;åäi p*itf**-""t brackets. The brackets and Lracing 9r tþ þuil{qe tg"\uack to the Italianaæ stvle

if,|][ipñú.* *út the swag ornamentation nods to the influence oT the Colonial Revival on a building that is

otherwise Queen Anne in stYle.

Historical Narrative

During the mid lg90s, Bennett's house was located at353 
'Washington s.t{*! .Inter-estingly, Somerville City

Directories do nor;ilr"ìd""ttry tne commercial æncerns once ñoused in this b."lt{ingr.jv lne.31t 1900s,

a widow, a wairer ;Jr.j;littg rui"rr*ãi" üsted at this address, including Mrs. Michael(Eli4be[) lit gould.

diA;;,iirtø * tn-åËcupaníof-tw9-o"it"); Grcorge w. $gpkins, and J?tr"t J.l{ennessey. By 1910, Mrs' John

iNñry ÉtMort., *ã rt"i son John Moser, ðo[r"tä, are lisied atthis address along with Nora, James and Martin

Ùolan, as well as George E. Dodge, clerk.

Bv 1g20. Irish and Italian families resided in 380 Somerville Avenue's four residential units, including: Mary anl

3å##¿ Ëiääil;ü *.tt"i nrié urr¿ rhomas E. l,eathan,.ca1¡rnter, Mn. Annie Halloran, sabino Deminico

and Evangelist g. ði¡ntes. g"t*óo tÇ2lo ia tnO, the building's demograplic composition changed considerably

from a mix of Irish and Italian renants to an excusiíe_ty tri¡! cüãnæle. Lisæil herq at the Eqi*i"g of the Great

ö;pro.b" ;"*, túr" q** 1rygfo" I Flercher), Nir-*. Maurice (Annie T.) Halloran and her son, Edward F.

Halloran, tube woriJer, $;rrh'rìd FiuotJ. õ;Huoróí, lab wgrker, and Mggaryt and Daniel a. sullivan. By-194o, the

buildines o"",ro*trîij"¿ã:-p*iet,l-ucy anoPanickJ. Dunlea, Mrs. NlarthaI. Fletcher, and Mary and Michael

o'Conñell, while one of the units is listed as "vacant'"

Staple to inventory form at bottom



INYENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEBT TOWN:
Somerville

MAS SACHUSETTS HISTORI CAL C OMMISSION
Office of the Secreraqr, Boston füå3*",n,
Indicate each iæm on inventory form, continued below

Architectural Description

The building rises three stories from a low brick basement to a flat roof. The main facade measures four-bays in
length, exclysive of theûree-bay, corner oriel, while the east facade extends five bays along Carlton Steet. fhe
west wall of the main block me¿ìsures three-bays in length, while its ell is pierced by four i,indows.

Entrances to the building'.s-sto¡es are locaæd at the western end of the main facade, as well as at the more prominent
corner bordering Somerville Avenue and Carlton Steet. The storefronts' surrounds consist of horizontai and
yertical panels. Between the storefronts' display windows the recessed entrance to the upper stories
is-marked by an^olnamental curved brace. Above the storefronts is a continuous, flared and encircling apron.
The first story of the Carlton Street facade is covered with wood shingles and devoid of fenestration. -

The main facade's second story features three central standard size windows flanked by a polygonal oriel to the
1e!t aqd the bowed bay t9 left. The polygonal bayculminates in an ornamental, gable-likè component whose facade
is sheathed with saw.toolh-*d rectangular wood s!úngle.s. This over-sized ornamental component is repeated above
the Carlton Street's facade's center, bowed oriel. In general, the windows of the second story, includirig three
windows at the west elevation, exhibit formal entrance enframents with original wooden surrounds and'a
cornice-headed lintel ornamented by low relief swags. l-acking swag - ornarnented lintels, the surrounds of the third
story windows are less elaborate than those of the second story. The building's facades culminate in a cornice
accented by small,.paired saw-cutbrackets. The brackets and Lracing of theÈ'uilding look back to the Italianaæ style
for inspìræion, while the swag ornamentation nods to the influence of the Colonial Revival on a building that is
otherwise Queen Anne in style.

Historical Narrative

Pyting the nlid 1890s, Bennett's house was located at353 Washington Street. Interestingly, Somerville City
Directories do not seem to identify the commercial concerns once housed in this building. 

-By 
the early 1900s,

a widow, a waiter and traveling salesman.are listed at this address, including Mrs. Michael(Elizabeth) Fitzgerald
(yldo¡1. ti$"¿ as the ggcupant 9f_tw9 units); George W. Hopkins, and James J. Hennessey. By 1910, Mrs. John
(Mary E.) Mosher and her son John Mose¡ collector, are listed at this address along with ñora, James and Martin
Dolan, as we1l as George E. Dodge, clerk

By-l92},l_4ttt qr9 Italian families resided in 380 Somerville Avenue's four residential units, including: Mary and
Salvaûore Bianchino, shoe worker, Elsie and Thomas E. Leathan, carpenter, Mn. Annie Halloran, Sabião peminico
and Evangeli:t_E -Contes. Between lV2O and lfBO, the blilding's demographic composition changed considerably
from a mix of lrish and Italian tenants to ?4 excusively Irish clientele. Listed here at fhe begrnning-of the Great
Depression were: Mrs. Sidney (N{artha I. Fletcher), Mrs. Maurice (Annie T.) Halloran and her sol, Edward F.
Halloran, tube worker, SaIaþ and Eivor J. ClHanlon, lab worke¡ and Margaret and Daniel a. Sullivan. By 194O, the
blildings-occupants included: Daniel, Lugy and Pat¡ict J. Dunlea, Mrs. Martha I. Fletcher, and Mary and Michael
O'Connell, while one of the units is listed as "vacant."

Property Address:
380 Somerville Avenue

Form No:

sMV.1240

Staple to inventory form at bottom
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Prospect Hill/ Union Square

National Register of Historic Places criteria statement Form

Check all that apply:

xE Individually eþible tr Eligible only in a historic district

X E Contributing to a potential historic district fl Potential historic district

Criteria: XEI A n B xtl C n D

CriteriaConsiderations: fl A tr B tr C tl

St¿tement of Significance by (1,/,
The criteria that are checked ìnthe above sect must be justified here.

380 Somerville Avenue is considered individually etigible for listing on the N. R. H. p. as
well as part of a potential Union Square N. R. H. p. District.

Built in 1892-1893' 380 Someryille Avenue, although sizeable by most standards, is the least
substantial of the three wooden mixed-use buildings located in the Bow Street / Somerville Avenue
section of Union Square. These buildings include two by architect Aaron Gould: The RíchmondBlock
(33-37 Bow Street,1892) and the Drouet Block (58-68 Bow Street, 1S9S). The possibility remains that
Gould was also the architect of 3E0 Somerville Avenue, which was built for William F. Bennett, a
plumber, whose work place was located in a part of the property numbered 7 Carlton Street. Over time,
This commerciaU residential block provided space for Bennettts business, as well as housing for
widows, traveling salesmen, carpenters, shoemakers and others. 380 Somerville Avenue satisfies
criteria A of the N. R H. P.

Substantialr richly ornamentedl wooden Queen Anne commercial/ residential btoct<s are a rarity in
most Massachusetts cities and towns. That the Union Square area has as many as three stellar,
unspoiled examples of this building type is indeed, unusual and significant. particularly noteworthy is
the way the oriels are used to relieve the rigid geometry of the buildings rectangular structural
components: a two-story oriel addresses the Carlton Street/ Somerville Avenue corner.
380 Somerville Avenue satisfies criteria C. of the N. R. H. p.

GE]
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FORM B . BUILDING

Massachusetts Historical Commission

220 Morrissey Boulevard

B oston, Massachus etts OZl25

Assessotts number USGS Quad Form Number

sMV.1071441 At 6 Boston-North

Area(s)

EI
Town Somerville

Place (neighborhood or village) Spring Hill

Address 44 Sprins Street

Historic Name "url,oo-Pro",o, "oo."-
Use: Present Two-familV residence

Original Sinele-familv residence

Date of Construction 1868

Source Middlesex County Deeds

StyleÆorm ltalianate/ L-shaped

Architect/Builder Undetefmined

Exterior Material

Foundation Brick

\üall Vinvl

Roof Asphalt shingles

Outbuildings/Secon dary Str uctur es N/A

Major Alterations (with dates) Vinyl sidine insta[ed

Condition Good

I yes lfl no

9.0û3 Square feet

Situated on steep southern slope of Sprinq Hill.Recorded by Edward W. Gordon

Organization: Som. Historic Preservation Comm.

Moved

Acreage

Setting
com

Date(monthldaylyear) 317105

houses to 54 Sorins Street



BIIILDING FORM

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION

D es críbe architectural features. Ev aluate
the community.

Although drastically altered in terms of form and materials,._!4 Spring Street still manages to convey a
modicum of its original glory 1q the picturesque Italianate villa retreat of prominent latõ nineteenth-
century Somerville families. Rising from the steep upper slopes of Spring Hitl this house is
noteworthy for its stepped street elevation and well-proportioned inteisecfing hip roofs.

A c.1880 photograph in Somerville Past and Present as well as in Beyond the Neck (page 110) shows the
house in near-original condition when it was sheathed with clapboards rather than the presèni vinyl'siding.
Composed of structural components that are oriented to the east and west and north and south, this housã is
essentially L-shaped in form. Originally, an open porch was nestled into the intersection of the two structural
comportents. Shelæred under the flat-roofed porch's broad segmental arch was a flight of stairs providing access
to the front door, as well as the completely open segment of the porch locaûed to the léft of the stairs. An ðnclosed
porch 

-with T$9r l9uv9-1ed glass windowlhas replacgd the orig]nal entrance stairy and open porch. The original
front door, if in fact it still exists, is hidden from view by the walls and windows of the enãosed porch. The róof
of the entrance porcl originally supported an open front porch, and is now the site of an open poich with modem
ryetal ra.illngs as_well as a multi-pane conservatgry ttrat may laye bgen þ only one of its liindin Somerville during
the late 1860s. The conserv?t_ory is now part of a two-story 1-bay-by-l-bay structural component that is also
covered with vinyl. T9 _the riglt 

-of 
the entrance porch are two windows at the first story. Asingle double window,

located at the center of the main facade, hq rgplaced two standard size windows. In general, wi-ndows exhibit 1/l
double-hung metal sash. The house's north facade features a one-story polygonal báy at the western end

HISTORICAL NARRATIIE lF| see contínuation sheet

Qßç !.the hßtory of the b.uilding. Explatn its associations with local (or state) history. Include uses of
the building and the role(s) the ownersToccupants pktyedwithin the conununity.'

Built Ín 1868 for silver plater-Amos D. Carlton,44 Spring Street's best known owner/occupant was
George_-O. Proctor, the housets second owner. Proctor was¡ a succesdul entrepreneur, Civil ^lVar 

veteran,
and politician.. He was a partner in P_roctor Brothers, one_of the largest hayãnd grain dealerships in the
Boston area. A. veteran of the Civil War, he served with distinctionin Massachuletts Company-E, Sixth
Regiment. Proctor was elected to the Somerville Common Council in 1887 and 1888 and w-as eiected a
member of the State LegÍslature in 1892. \ilhile in the legislature, he served on the Committee of street
railways^({ a¡lime in the.early l929t when electric trolley_lines were-being thrust out to virtually eveÌy
corner of the Boston aTeq). 

- .Sq$gn¿ regarded was_George O. Proctor that hiõ biography and a photolraph of
44 Spring Street was included in Rlward A. Samuel's Somervilte Past & Present (18Ð.-

Middlesex County dfgs identify Amos.D-.-Carlton as the original owner. Carlton was a silver plater who worked
in downtown Boston. The house was built_between April and October of 1868. On April 1,18ð8, John H. potter

9f Somerville paid EzP B. Robinso¡ $1,000 for an 8,085 square foot parcel. Both Põuer and Robinson had been
l_ong{inqe spe.c{ato_rs i" Sry"g-S! real estaç dating Þryktg at least the late 1840s. Robinson purchased 44
Spring Street's lot from a David Nason as early as April, 1852. FzraB. Robinson was.a machinist who was a
T3j9IPlry9l.in thedevel_opmgnt of Spring Hill. During the 1850s to 1870s he was an owner of 38 Spring Street
(SMY.1069) and 47 Spring Street.

see continuation sheet

the characteristics of thß bailding ín terms af other buitdíngs within

K

BIBLI O GRAPIIY and/or REFERENCES see continuationsheet

Bromley, George, Atlases of the City of Somerville, 1895;1900.
Draper, Martin, Map of Somerville,1852.
V/alling, H. F., Map of Charlestown, Someryille & Cambr., 1857.
Hopkins, G. M., Map of the City of Somerville, 1&74'1884.
Mc Allester, Virginia &l-ne. Field Guide to American Houses. New York Alfred A. Knopf, 1984.
Samuels, Edward A. Somerville Past & Present. Boston: Samuels & Kimball Company, 18y7.
Somerville Assessing Department On Line Database.
Somerville City Directories: 1869-70 to 1940; Somerville'Water Department Drain Pipe records.
Zellie, Carole, Beyond the Neck: The Architecture and Development of Somerville, MA, 1982,1990.

Recommended for listing in the National Register of Historic Places.
If checlced, you must attach a completed National Register Criteria Statement form.



INYENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET

MAS SA CHUSE'TTS HISTORICAL COMMISSI ON
Office of the Secretary, Boston

Indicate each item on inventory form, continued below.

Architectur al Description

Town:
Somerville, MA

Area (s)
Spring Hill

Property Address:
44 Spring Street

Form No:

Slvfv.1071

of this elevation. The south elevation, adjacent to the driveway is devoid of projections. The vinyl siding has
obscuredoriginal frieze and sideboards at theroof's eaves. Still intact, are distinctive dormers, iircluding a dormer
witþ a pair of arched windows at the east roof slo¡re, and square dormers containing single windows at tñe southem
roof slopes of the two primary structural components.

Historical Namative

Amos D. Carlton purchased the very recently completed 44 Spring Street from Ezra B. Robinson for $8,000.
Carlton is vario¡tsly listed in Somerville City Directories as a silver plater at 6 V/ashington Street (e¿rly
1870s) andZl Brattle (mid 1&70s). The house passed from Carlton to George O. Proctor in 1880.

George O. Proctor was born in Rockingham Vermont on February 23, lU7. He was a descendant of Proctors
who were a-mong the best known families in the Green Mountain State going back as early as the 1790s.
His early life ryas lpent on his father's farm. l-,æÀf public schools as well as a private academy in Chester,Vermont
slape{ his early qfucation. He seemed destined to earn a living from agricultural pursuits and lumbering until lB74
when he came ûo Boston. togethe¡ with his blother, he formed Proctor Brothers, a hay and grain dealerstrip ttrat
þenefitgd from a great location at the corner of Charles and Everett Streets at the eastern end-of the Craigie Þriage
that linked Boston with East Cambridge. The Proctors' business was profitable and George O. lived foi a timelith
his wife Lillian A. Clark Proctor in Cambridge at Concord Avenue and Garden Street. ny the 1890s, the Proctors'
!19 *"_of the largest-hay u"9 gryq dealerships qn the Bo¡ton area The Proctors lived at 44 Spring Street until the
1920s. By that time the by then elderly George O. and Lillian shared their home with their son Clarence D. Proctor
and his wife Annie. Clarence D. Proctor's field was architectural engineering.

By 1930, the Proctor years at number y'y',\ tsçs over and in their stead were ÀÁary A. and John M. Kirk, clerk;
Mary and James O'Brien, brass worker and Anton Olsen, chauffeur. At the beginning of World 'War II, the
occupants_of this house included the Oliplants: Julia M., her husband John G., ã chef, and a son (?)
Douglas Oliphant. Also in residence in l94O were Elizabeth and John J. Smith, shipper.

Already listed on the N. R. H. P. as Bart of the Spring Hill Historic District

Staple to inventory form at bottom
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ts number USGS Quad

Boston-North

Form Number

sNN.t24-124',7

Area(s)r
Somerville

Plaee (neighborhood or viltage) Prospect Hilli Union Sg.

Address 22.V1.26 & ?ßsummer Street

"Historic Name fficeHo, 2&Fish-HartHo.
Use: Present Two-familvresidences

Original Sinele-familv residences

Date of Construction 22 &?Æc.l87}; VI &26=c.l8;85

Source Somerville Maps. Atlases and CiW Directories

Style/For m Italianate/ L-shaped

Architect/Builder Undetçfmined

Exterior Material

Foundation 22 to 28 =bnck

lVall 22 & 28= wood shinsles:24=asphalt :26= vinvl

Roof 22 to 28= Asphalt shinsles

Outbuildings/Secondary Structures N/A

Major Alterations (with dates) None of the houses' original
c doors

Condition Good

Moved |-| r",
Acreage 4.000 + square feet per lot

Organization Som. Hisûoric Preservation Comm.

I

Date(month/daylyear)

Setting Overlooks plavine field and communitv garden.



BTIILDING FORM
sMV.1244-

ARCHITEcTuRALDESCRTPTToN lJr| @ n47
Describe architecturølfeatures. Evaluate the characterísticsfilñisã@tnterms af other buildings
withínthe connnunity.

Overlooking a.playi_ng field and a community gardenr-the end gable Italianate houses at 22r 24126 and 2g
Summer Street are key components within an interesting streefscape encompassing m*ottíy mansard
roofed houses to the east and free standing mansard andgable-rooled woodôn houïes to the"west.
Although a! first- glance these houses appear to beidenticãl, in fact, subtle differences in siting, form and
design speak to the fact that there was a time lag of ten yeaÌs or more between the constructioñ-of
numbers ?2 and 24 andl that of numbers 26 and. ?ß. 22 and 24 Summer Street were brilt during the early \
1870s, while numbers 26 andl28 were built around 1885. Indeed, much of the architectural interest oi tltir n.o'oo 

"lies in the fact that, despite a lag in developme$, notonl-y qid 4l four houses get buil! but they have a more dlÑ \
unifieda-ppearance in terms of form and massing. The lack of uniformity in ihe alignment of th" house's end
gables (due úo number 24's slight setback) lends interest to this quartet.

All of the houses are constructed of wood, possess L-shaped forms, rest on brick basements, stand
two'and-one-half-stories tall, and exhibit three-bay end gable facades. All of the houses' main blocks measure
three-bays-b-y tw9-þ1Vs qq ap!91lt9 Possess side hall interior pl1ns, The most obvious difference in the designs of
numbers 22 andl ?Avs.26 and 28 Summer Street are their main facade's first story bays. Standard potygõn4 

-

b.aVq of a-type used during- the qgyod 9f^!850 -1875 are in evidence at numbers ZZ ana24', whlle the sqüarõ ãnd
shed-roofed bays of numbers 26 and.28 speak to a more Stick Style/ Queen Anne design sensibility äf the lg70s

HISTORICAL NARRATM lF| see continuatíon sheet

Qßç !.tlte histgry oltty Uytping. Explainíts associaÍions with tocal (or state) history. Include uses of
the building and the role(s) the owneriloccupants plnyed within the coìtrnunity.'

At first glance,_the Italianate houses at12,24,26 and 28 Summer Street look like they were all built at
the same time, but Çity Atlases r-eveal thlt t_enyears or more leparate the pair of c. eirly 1870s numbered
22 and 24 Summer Street from the c. early 1880s houses numbeied 2tí and28 Summer Street. The earliest
identifiable occupants living at these houses at the turn of the twentieth century included a harness \
|nt\ut: machinis! paper cutter, carp_enter and baker. During the early 1900s, a-prominent member of the I
Iocal clergy, the Reverend Lewis Y. Price, pastor of the Unioñ Square Presbferian Church was in \residence at 26 Summer Street.

Numbers 22 and 24 Summer Street appear onthe 1874 Somerville Atlas with property owners listed as Dr. E
Jackson and C. H. Smith, rgspgctif]y._-_Apparently, num.bel 22 was an invesme;t fropêrty built for Dr. Eben
Jackson who lived and worked at?-61Wa¡hi1S-ton Streetþ_Somerville. Number 2í,sèarli' owner, C. H. Whiûe, is
got lqted in the early 1870s Somerville City Directories. Numbers 26 and 28 Summer Síreet wére built c.tæiS.
In 1874, number 26 andl Ztit try¿ ryT Part of the Vinal brothers _extensi,ve Prospect Hill/ Union Square real estate
holdings. RobertAlderseY Jinal and John.Quincy $daqs were North Chelmsford (Revere) grain deders who
carved tlP lhe south slope of Prospect H!lt- into-o1e hundred-plus house lots during ihe perióiíof 1850-1870. The
economic down turn in-1873 ryayhave {elayed-the construction of numbers 26 and 23. ny 1884, the Vinal's
undeveloped parcel had passed to M. F. Burt who was apparently relaûed to V/illiam Bufi, oúner of a large

BIBLIOGRAPIfY and/or REFERENCES see continuation sh¿et

Bromley, George, Atlases of the City of Somerville, 1895;1900.
D*p"r, Martin, Map of Somerville,1852.
Hophns, G.M., Mapsof the City of Somerville,lST4;1&.
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and 1880s. 22 Summer Street retains ahigh percentage of its original elements. Sheathed with wood it exhibits
tþe glrginal brackeæd door hood, as well as paired brackets at its eaves. Generally, windows contain onginal2l2
double-hung wg$ sash. At number n, ??@gcorlrse visyally separates th€ fiist story from the secoi'd story. A
Summer Street is covered with asphalt shingles. S_aw c¡t brackets are still intact at itsmain facade's polygonal bay
as well as at th9 gable. At26 Summer Street, vinyl siding has replaced original sidins. Nevertheless,-the ñouse 

-

retains its window surrounds with their shed-roofed lintels that acknowledgé Stick Styl-e influence. Also of interest
at number 26 is the square bay_that relale1 l. t.h" gpen porch as an'enclosed continuation. Both porch and bay
share a shed roof. At number 28, wood shingles have replaced clapboards as the sheathing material of choicá. The
posts and railingsat the front porch aremodem "Neo Victorian" replacements. To the left õf the entrance is a square
bay lhat is set back a foot or two from theporch. The square slrucfural component that projects and rests upon the
porch roof was p{gbably originally a sm?4 open^porch. Paired brackets ornament the crimi-ce of this projecting
component as well as the eaves of the gable roof.

Historical Narrative

T-shaped house that faced Vinal Avenue at the back of the present playing field at Summer Street and Vinal Avenue.
By the mi{ 1Q8Qg, the owners of numbers 22 and.24 Summer Street were William Childs and M. F. Burt,
respectively. William H. Childs was a harness maker who lived at 20 Cameron Avenue in West Somerville. 

'No

Burts are listed in the l8&t Somerville City Directory. In 1895, these houses were owned by: William Childs,
harness maker (number 22);the William 9diorng heirs ( 24 Summer Street ); William A. Cary ( number 26);
and Mary Hart_ (number 28). Somerville City Directories indicate that by the early 190Os, each house contained
two units and their occupanfs w^el9 grayq from the ranks of blue gollar workers, loizl building trades and the clergy.
Occupants g{ m:1" houses in 1903 included: Orrison Huff, machinist, and James Mulholland, paper cutter
( number 22); Mrs. Margaret 9dio*"_. widow of William and George M. I angley, carpenter (nilmber 24); Rev.
tewis V. Price, paslor, Union Square Presbyûerian Church ( number 26); and,Eugene W. Fish, letter carrier and
John P. Hart ( number 28 ). By 1910, new additions to the roster of residents a¡22to 28 Summer Street included
Cyru! Gaudef tlam{qaqd Benjamin Burkett, baker ( 22 Summer Street ); James J. O'Brien, dentist and (
number 26). -By 1920, these houses were occupig.d ¡: Eva and Carl Smith, auto repa.irer and Grace and Fiizroy L.
Smith, steward at a Bosto-n restaurant ( number 22)lüaraE. and George Odiome, óoat manufacturer, and longllials
resident George M. Langley, cgrçenter *9 hlt yifq Id" ( number 24 )fMrs. Mary Buckley, widow of John
Buckley Jr. ( number 2Q; and Annie and Michel Philbur, fireman ( number 2B).

INYENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL C OMMISSI ON
Office of the Secretary, Boston

Indicate each iæm on inventory form, continued below.

Architectural Description Page 3

Town:
Somerville

Area:
Prospect Hill

Property Address:
8,l0 rl2rl4,L6, 18, ã) Summer Street

Form No:
Sl\/l\r.n4-n47

Staple to inventory form at bottom



INVENTORY FORM COI{TINU.A.TION SHEET Town
Somerville

MASSACHUSEITS HISTORICALCOMMISSION Area (s).
MASSACHUSET-IS ARCHWES BUILDING ProspectHill/
220 MORRISSEY BOULEVARD
BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS 02T25

Historical Narrative Page4

Property Address:
22r%r2ß and 28 Summer Street

Form No.
Union Square SMV.I243

By the 1930s, families drawn from Somerville's emergent Italian community lived at 22 Srmnmer Street, while members
of the l-angley ( number 22), Odiome ( number 24) aad Buckley ( number 26 ) families still resided in these houses.
In addition, the following.rttpgnts lived here at the start of the Great Depression: Elizabeth A. and Stanley Abbott, lab
worker, Anna and Dominic Di Franco, saw filer, and Menda a$ ln¡is Gulina, lab worker ( number 22 ) i Margaret and
V/illiam Kirk, car repair, and Mrs. HanahMurphy, widow of Patrick ( number 28 ).

In L94O, a mix of Italian and Irish families were in residence at22 to 28 Summer Street, including: l-enora and Manuel
Silveira , Edward F. and Manuel T. Silveira, shippers, and Dominic DeFranco ( number ?J|);Florénce C. and James H.
Fitzgibbon, Works Progress Administration employee (number 24). In addition, number 24's second unit was
o99.upied-by members of the Collins family including: Melvin E. Sr. (W. P.A. employee); Haniet and Melvin E. Jr., an
officer of the American I-egion's Post No. 19. By the beginning of World War II, number 26 was the residence of
II"-I"T ry.-gooþYr widow of Thomas Dooley-g_{-her daughterl_1._l"n M. Dooley, clerk, while number 28's occupants
included Mrs. Hannah Murphy, Margaret and William Kirk, and Boston and Maine Railroad switchman, V/illiam- J.
Kirk.



M¡,ss¡,cnusnttsHtstoRrcAlComnssron Community property AddressMlsslcnusrrrsAnc¡uvEsBull,Dr{c Solænvrr,r,n, MA 22124126128 Sunnupn Srnrpr
220 MonnrssnyBoulnvmo
Bosrox, Mlsslcsusnrrs 02125 Area(s) Fonn No.

Prospect Hill/ Union Square

National Register of Historic Places Criteria Statement Form

Check all that apply:

tl Individually eligible X fl Eligible only in a historic district

f¡ Contributing to a potential historic district tr Potential historic district

Criteria: Xtr A tl B xtr C tr D

CriteriaConsiderations: E A fl B fl C fl D n E tr F tr G

statement of significan* o, ?J * *ù U.Qrll".-
The criteria that are checked in the above sectiorls must be justifred heie.-

22r 24r 26 anll28 Summer Street are eligible for listing on the N. R. H. P. only within the context of a
an expanded Bow Street N. R H. P. district

Overtime, the occupants of 22 to 28 Summer Street have been drawn from the ran}s of members of the
local building trades, Boston oflices and local clergymen. These houses provide a physical link with
Somervillets early years as an incorporated municipality. These houses meet criteria A of the National
Register.

Built in stages between the early 1870s and mid-1880s, 22 to 28 Summer Street constitute an
interesting collection of Italianate vernacular houses. These houses satisfy criteria C of the N. R. H. p.
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FORM B . BUILDING

Massachusetts Historical Commission

22OMornssey Boulevard

Boston, Massachus etts O2125

Assessor's number USGS Quad

4l ct t

Form Number

SMV.656Boston-North

A.rea(s)

E
Town Somerville

Place (neighborhood or village) Spring Hill

Address 170 Summer Street

Historic Name John Howie House

Use: Present .Sinele-familv residence

OrigÍnal Sinele-familv residence

Date of Construction c.1865 to 1870

Source Somerville Citv Directories and atlases

St¡rleÆorm Second Empire i L-shaped

Architect/Builder Undetermined

Exterior Material

Foundation Brick

Wall Wood shingles

Roof Asphalt shinsles

Outbu il dingVSecondar y Str uctu¡ ss c. 1 940s concrete

block garaee is attached to the rear ell's Harvard Steet facade.

Major ^A.lterations (with dates) Attached earaee at Harvard
940s. at Harvard Street facade

Condition Good

Moved t] yes

Acreage 5380 Square feet

Recorded by Edward'W. Gordon

Or ganzation: Som. Historic Preservation Comm.

acade is
mature'

setting Prominentlv sited on comer lot. situated at the crest of

Date(month/day/year)

SummerS afa



BT]ILDING FORM

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION see continuntion sheetn
Describe architectural features. Evaluate the characteristics of thß buíldíng in terms of other buitdings within
the community.

Built c. late 1860s' this Italianate house is noteworthy for its well - preserved mansard-roofed form and
especially its intact east_porch with its nume-rous original elements. Prominently sited at the northeast
corneÌ of Summer and Harvard streets, this ho'1se is perched at the southern crest oi Spring Hill. Indeed,
ground at the front of the house is at an elevation higher than that of the rear of the property.

This L-shaped Italianate house is composed of.a o3e-bay-by !w.qb-ay main block anì a two-bay-by-one bay rear
ell. The house's two components rise two-stories from a red brick basement to bell cast mansaid ioofs. Bóth the
4g* 9f the-qg block and rear ell are accented by_narrow corner boards. The narrow, one-bay Summer Street
elevation exhibits a one-story bay. The windows oJ tle bay-surmount a flared wood shingle-shêathed apron and
are surm¡unted by rgctl.|Bu]ar panels set off by pir{ moldings. Tþe bay is enclosed byã bracketed hip roof.
Above this bay is a double, fully - enframed window that culminates in a bracketed, comice-headed lintel. Above
the one-story bay is a double window that is fully- enframed and bracketed. Above the double window is the
roof s bracketed cornice. A single,flat-roofed dormer is in evidence at the Summer Sûeet roof slope. In general,
windows of both the main lock and rear ell are fully- enframed and cornice-headed.

The house's east facade features a remarkably intact entran¡e porc¡ complete with slat work railings and
$Iqg posts. The porch posts rise to a slat work transom located beneath the eaves of the porch's-shed roof.
Marking the entrance is a pair of curved arghq exhibiting spandrels enlivened by Gothicizèd gingerbread
tracery. A rectangular transom surmounts the front door.

HISTORICAL NARRATIYE tr see continuation sheet

Qßq^I the hßlory of the.b.uildíng. Explain its associations with lncal (or state) history" Include uses of
the building andthe role(s) îhe ownerl/occapants playedwithinthe coimunity.'

170 Summer Streetr bY lylue oT its tree_-sha4ed setting, still manages to convey a picture of
rural-suburb_a_n Sprin_B lill befof g tlg byil9i"g_ Þog. of the 1880s and 1890s iesùlted in a more densety
built-up neighborhood. Built c. 1865 to 1870, this house yas_e_vi{e-ntly built for John Ilowie, "designei."
Howie commuted to work in Boston's financial district. In 1871, his office is listed at 55 Franklin Streðt.
\V .lW, he worked,qt Summer Street, corner of Devonshire Street Interestingly,by l&79, Howie is listed as a
9gtigng ry9rkþB in New York-City. Howie, did not however sell the propefyãâipiie his relocation ro New york.
H"nry D. Horyie, lsalesman who commuûed from Somerville to 53 SummerStreei, Boston, is listed here as a
boarder in 1879. The house remained in the Howie family until the early 1900s.

By 1903, George Brewer, insurance salesman, lived at 170 Summer Street He commuted to work at an insurance
agency locaÛed at 66 Batterymarch, Boston. Brewer, his wife Mary and son John H. Brewer lived here until at least
the-early.1920s. By 1fÐ0, seven members of the James Ormond family, including five nurses, are listed at this
$$"tt including: Mrs. Catherine Ormond widow-of James, Roy J. Ôrmond, mãchinist; Elizabeth Ormond, nurse;
Helen Ormond, nurse; Margaret Onnond, nurse; Mary-E. Ormond nurse and Catherine Ôrmond, nurse. By 1940,'
the number of Orrnondt !Yi"g under the same roof had been reduced from seven to three, including the nurses
Catherine, Margaret and Mary.

BIBLIOGRAPI{Y and/or REFERENCES continuntíon sheet
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INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET Town:
Somerville, MA

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION Area (s)
Office of the Secretar¡2, Bosûon Spring Hitt

Indicate each item on inventory form, continued below.

Properltrr Address:
170 Summer Street

Form No:
sMv.656

Historical Narrative

By I94O, the number of Ormonds living under the same roof had been reduced from seven to three, including the
nurses Catherine, Margaret and Mary. The Ormond sisters were evidently employed at the nearby Central Hõspital
on Central Streel

Staple to inventory form at bottom
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FORM B . BUILDING

Massachusetts Historical Commission

22OMornssey Boulevard

Boston, Massachus efts 02725

Assessorts number USGS Quad Form Number

sMV.125372lBl 44 Boston-North

Area(s)

E
Somerville

(neighborhood or village) ProspectHill/ Union Sq.

Town

Place

Á.ddress 67 V/alnut Street

Historic Name Folsom-Duxbury House

Use: Present .Sinqle-familvresidence

Original Sinele-familv residence

Date of Construction c. 1860-1865

Source Middlesex Countv deeds and 1857 Walline Map

StyleÆorm Italianate / L-shaped

Architect/Builder Undetermined

Exterior Material

Foundation Brick

Wall Clapboards

Roof Asphalt shingles

Outbuildin gs/Secondary Structures N/A

Major Alterations (with dates) Verv intact. The front porch
was recentlv exûended around the southeast corner of the south ell.

Conditi

Moved

Acreage

on Good

IYes .'
_4ÐA Square feet

Recorded by EdwardW. Gordon
Setting Part of an expansive. denselv built-up streetscape of

and gable- roofed houses located between Hi
Avenue and Boston Street. Stands

Organization Som. Historic Preservation Comm. virtue of its vibrant color
elements.

bors

Date(monthldaylyear) 3t7l05 and rear

to its form
rate.



Recently pailled_a--viþra1t orange wìth yellow trim, 67 'Walnut Street is a well-preserved example of a
c. early-to-mid 1860s Italianate residence. The vivid colors call attention to the^housers numerous
not_eworthy origin-al elements. Particularly noteworthy is its side.(south) porch with its intact posts and
railings. lndeq{,Jhe recent rehabilitation of this house has beena rgal gift to its sfreetscape, calling attentìon to
other historic buildings on.the streûch of 'Walnut 

Stree! between Highland Avenue and Boiton streeis that might
benefit from a transformation similar to that of 67 Walnut Street

Situated on a lot with a fifty six fçt frontage-on'Walnut Street, this L-shaped house has ample side (south) and rear
yards. 

-Clad 
with clapboards, the house stands with its two.bay eid gableïacing the street 

- 
The house risês two

stories from a brick basement to a gable roof with return eaves. Narrow corner boards accent the edges of the
house. Side boards are in evidence beneath the eaves of the side wall. Set off by simple veltical and'horizontal
boards, the front door is located at the south facade of the main block, adjacent to its intersection with the
one-bay-by-ong-bay, flat-roofed south ell. The front door opens on to the south porch and does not appear to be
original to lhe house's 1860's construction. $s-ppviously mentioned, much of tire house's interest iidependent
on th^" south porch and its tumed elements.rlhich include spool-work transoms. The porch has been r""eotly
transformed into an encircling verandah, with a new segment visible at the south east ðomer of the house.

HISTORICAL NARRATM tr see continuation sheet

Qßc.usl.the history of tle.b.uilding. Explain its associatíons with k¡cal (or state) history. Include uses of
rhe building andthe role(s) the otunersToccupants plnyedwithinthe contmunity.'

Built c. 1860-1865, 67'IValnut Street provides physical evidence of Civil \üar era Somerville when
housing starts were _extreryety limited due to the turbulence and uncertainty of the times. The house is
not indicated on the 1857 Walling Map of Middlesex Coulty. Walnut Street is oné of þn very old Colonial era
rangeways or country roads that were set out atfairly regular intervals between trast and 

'West 
Somerville. The

ranggwayj-facilliøted_agricultural and dairy products from the farms of the interior to the major east-west traffic
arteries of Milk row (S_omerville Avenue) and Broadway. Walnut Street was largely devoid óf houses until
Munroes, Vinals and Hills began to develope the upper south slope of Prospect Hili around 1850.

67 walnut street's ea¡l¡ gw-ne¡t-of th- tl p.lopg{y.*"1"9q9 4braham Folsom of Bosron (186Ð, Lydia R. and Caleb
Duxbury (1873), and Edwin lt"luld (mi{_fszps). A Middlesex County deed dared oètober'2t,igos will provide
answers to qyestjols concerningthe buildinels.daæ of construction as soon as Volume 956 containing raia deed is
returned to circulation at the Registry of Deeds in East Cambridge.

The house's third owner, Edwrn Ireland, was undo-ubtedly related to the Ireland family whose roots in Somerville
mly be traced back to the^eighteenth ce_n_tury. Iqeland owned 67 Walnut Sûeet by tle mi¿ 1870s until he
re.linquished ownership of it in May,1882. At that time, Ireland sold 67 Walnut Street to Henry A. Byrnes for
$475 (the low sales price may indicate some kind of familial connection between the two men). 

-Byrnes 
(occupation

BUILDING FORM

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION
sMV.1253

Describe architectural features. Evaluate the characteristics of thß bulldng in terms of other baildings
withinthe community.

BIBLIOGRAPIfY and/or REFERENCES see continuntionsheel
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INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET Town:
Somerville

MAS SACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSI ON
Office of the Secretary, Boston

Indicate each item on inventory form, continued below.

Architectural Description

Area:
Prospect Hill/
Union Square

Property Address:
67 \ilalnut Street

Form No:
sMV.1253

In general,,wipdoys exhibit formal wooden surrounds. The windows of the st¡eet elevation are tall and unusually
ornate exhibiting bracketed lintels. The remaining windows are standard size, possess comice-headed lintels and
contain 212 dottble-hung rygod sryh._ 4 standard size window illuminates the attic. Rising from the south roof slope,
above the south ell, ig 1 gable-roofed dormer with small double windows. The dormer mãy represent a late
nineteenth century addition.

Historical Narrative

¡t{is!ed) qwt99 the house until his death around 1900. His widow, I-aura A. Byrnes and son Ernest H. Bymes,
inherited the Walnut ftregtpropgay, Eryes1H. Byrnes is variously listed in early 1900s Somerville City Direcrories
as a clerk and as an electrician. By 1920 only l¿ura A. Byrnes is listed at this address.

By 1930, the Byrnes family no longer owned 67 Walnut Street, and, four other people are listed at this address,
including: lvIrs. Alexander (Margaret J.) Fraser (Alexander Fraser died Augustz7, 19?;9); Joseph Healy machinist,
!¿yt-"¡* E.Sampson, salesman; and May andArthur C. Walker, radio operator. In 1940 only Mrs. Margaret
J.Walker is listed at 67 Walnut Street.

Staple to inventory form at bottom



MlsslcsusnrrsHrstorucs, Counmssro¡v Community property Address
M.rss.rcnusprrsAncsrvnsBurlon¡c Sounnvrr,r,n, MA 67W,umn Srnnnr
22 0 MonnrsspY B ouLEvÄRD
BosroN, Mnss,lcsusnTTs 02125 Area(s) FormNo.

Prospect Hill

MV.l253

National Register of Historic Places Criteria Statement Form

Check all that apply:

XE Individually eligible E Higible only in a historic district

XE Contributing to a potential historic district E Potential historic district

Criteria: xfl A E B XE C n D

CriteriaConsiderations: tr A fl B tr C tr D fl E fl F n c

Statement of significan". uy ?-lnl*-, hl .Q fr)rr
The criteria thqt are checked in the above sectioní must be justified here.

67 Walnut Street is considered eligible on the N. R. H. P. both individually and as a contributing
building to a potential historic district.

Built c. 1860-1865, this house provides physical evidence of Civil War era Somerville,
satisfying criteria A of the N. R. H. P.

67 Walnut Street merits listing on the N. R H. P. as a well-preserved example of a
c. early -to-mid 1860s Italianate residence. Particularly noteworthy is its side porch which
retains its original turned elements. 67'Walnut Street meets criteria C of the N. R. H. P.
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FORM B - BUILDING

Massachusetts Historical Commission

220 Morrissey Boulevard

Boston, Massachus etfs 02125

Recorded by Edward W. Gordon

Organization Som. Historic Preservation Comm.

Assessorts number USGS Quad Area(s) Form Number

82lBl 2r

Town Somerville
T

Place (neighborhood or village) Ward II

Address l3V/ebsærAvenuer2l{ M¡HlN¿:nrN 9.
Historic Name St. Joseph's Roman Catholic Church

Use: Present 'Church

Original Church

Date of Construction lgTI-1874

Source J. S. Sullivan. One Hundred Years of Prosress

Style/Form Victorian Gothic / Rectaneular

Architect/Builder Architegt= James Murphv

Exterior Material

Foundation Stone

Wall Red brick and Granite

Asphalt shineles

Outbuildings/Secondary Structures N/A

Major Alterations (with dates) Steeple removed in 1978.

lurrounds replaced during the
,laced durins the 1990s

Condition Good

Moved t] yes |rl no

Acreage 21300 Square feet

Setting by virtue of its
spbstanFal. distinctiye form and prominent location on a corner lot
at amaior crossroad.

Boston-North sMV.1254

Date(month/day/year) 3l7lo5



BUILDING FORM

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION

BIBLIOGRAPIIY and/or REFERENCES

see continuation sheet

see contintmtion sheet

Ð
Describe architectural features. Evaluate the characterístics of this buildíng ín terms of other buildings within
the community.

Situated at a intersectio_n, at'lYashington and Webster Avenuets, St. Joseph's Roman Catholic Church
hasbeen an important Union Sguare landmark since its construction during the early 1870s.
Architectura_t[Y¡ it is an interesting_example of 1 polhic Revival ecclesiasticãl bu¡ldin!. At a time when
Roxbury PgddÍngstone_ was_typically the material of choice for Boston churches, this õhurch was
constructed of red brick and granite materials. The use of the mone traditÍonal red brick rather than
the more modern pudding stone apparently reprersents a cost-saving measure.

The building is characteriolby a three_-bay-by-seven bay sanctuary and a square tower that rises from the
church's northeast comer. Projecting from the southeast and southwest corners of the sanctuary's rear wall are
two-story strycn4al compone.nts.-The-church rises from a full basementthat sits below the graáe of 'Webster

Avenue. At the first story, the side aisles.ale enclosed by sleeply-pitched roof slopes that risé to a clerestory
whose windows illuminaæ ttre sanctuary below. The main buiy of _the q¡rctuary is enclosed by a seeply piíched,
asphalt shingle-cover{ galle^roof. The ûower originally supported a 6O' steepie that was decíared struóti¡atty '

unsound and removed in 1978.

The main, Washington Avenue facade is divided into three segments, including the main facades of the tower,
the sanctuary's end wall gable, and a cross-surmounted turret. Access ûo the ðhurch is provided by three broad
and steep _fligh-ts 9f slone stairs that lead to entrances located at the first story of the towèr, as well as two at the
sanctuary's principal facade. The double doors and immediate surrounds oÎ the entances are replacements of the

HISTORICAL NARRATIYE lF| see continuatíon sheet

Qisc.usy. the history of t4" ølt¡!¿ing. Explain its associations with local (or state) hßtory. Include uses of
lhe building and the role(s) th.e ownersToccupants played within the coùrnunity.'

Built between 1871 and' 187 4, St. Joseph's Church was the first Roman Catholic house of worship in
Somerville. B¡ tle 1860s' Somerville's_Catholic population of over 2r0OO mostly Irish Catholics ôould
o_nly worship in Charlestown and Cam-bridge_ churches. A more accessible houie of worship was
desperately needed fq" {t"_t"qy families pa^Efng long,walks to services in neighboring conimunities.
[!. Jo¡eph]s-Rom_a¡ Catholic Church was built underlhe leadenship of FatheiChristipher Mc Grath.
The church's architect was James Murphy who apparently came to the attention of Fatirer McGrath
because of his recently completed St. Mary of the Annunciation at Harvard and Norfolk Streets in
_Cambrid_g_epqrt (1866). I[urphy was also the architect of St. Gregory's Roman Catholic Church in
Lower Mills Dorchester. The construction of St. Jo_seph's Romantãthol¡c Church during the early
19Z9t wT a.highly visible symbol of a hard-won toleianee for Catholics tiving in an oveiwhelminlly
Yankee Prntestant town.

!t Joseph'¡ was built three decades after the destruction of the Ursuline Convent by prejudiced, misinformed
Protestant farmers in the Mount Benedict section of Somerville, (then part of Chadésiown). It's construction was
possible only afær enough !p." lu9-pryse,d 19 

hgl _rnjureÇ feelings bedween residents of different fairhs. By the
late1860s, most of Somerville's Irish Catholics lived on the murts and sreeß near the Middlesex Dye and-
Bleachery ComFny on Somerville Avenue, opposite Central Street. A small percentage of Catholiifamilies were

Bromley, Georgg Atlases of the City of Somerville, 1895; 1900.
Draper, Martin, Map of Somerville,1852.

lluryf, Cyrillvf.;_A_merican Á,rchitecture, An Illustrated Encyclopedia, N.Y.: lV.W. Norton & Co., 199g.
Hopkins, G. M., Map of the City of Somerville, 1874; 1884.
L acese, Anthony, '"The History ofast. Jq"ph'r Parish, Somerville, MA" Boston College, 1980.
Samuels, Edward 4., Somerville Past & Present. Boston: Samuels & Kimball Compãny, 1897.
Sullivan, James S. M.D. One Hundred Years of Progress, A Graphic, Historicalr-& Þictorial Account of the
Catholic Church of_New Englâ!!,Boston and Portland Illustrated Publishing Company, 1895.
Zellie, Carole, Beyond the Neck: The Architecture and l)evelopment of Somervilie, ñ4,{, l9BZ,lgg1.

Ð Recommended for listing in the National Register of Historic Places.
If checl<ed, you must attach a completed National Regßter Criteria Statement form.



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET Town:
Somerville

MAS SACHUSETTS HI STORICAL COMMISSI ON
office of the secrerary, Boston #ft(iì
Indicate each item on inventory form, continued below.

Architectural Description Page 3

Property Address:
L3 Webster Ävenue

Form No:
SMV,1254

1 970s.

The corners of the three-storied tower component's corners are accented by granite-capped buttresses. Between the
graniæ block founiation and the first story are three ornamental bands of rilck-faced grarite. A single lancet window
is in evidence at the first stor¡ of th9 Webster Avenue facade. Separating the first anð second storiãs of only the
tower's main facade is a granite ttryg course that is carried over irom the main facade of the sanctuary. Tde second
story oj the tower's facades facing Washinglon an{ Weþster Avenues hry tall pointed arched windows containing
stained glass. These windows rise from rock-faced granite sill courses. Indeed, the church has an extensive
collection of late nineteenth g€ntury--, painted figur-al stained glass that deserves further sh¡dy. Pairs of tall, louvered
and pointedarch windows pierce all four walls of the tower's third story. The tower culmiïates in a flat roof rather
than its original soaring steeple.

The sanctuary's main facade, in addition t9 exhibiting-tw^o of the three main entrances and their attendant granite
steps, feature small.lancet windows on either side of the front doors. Above the entrances is a granite striñg course
and a large rose stained gtass wi{ow. Also near the apex of the sanctuary's gable is a trio of slmaU and arðhed
slaine{ glass windows. The gable crfminates in a copper cross. To the right of the sanctuary's gable is a narrow,
pinnacle-topped turret. A copper cross caps the octagonal pinnacle of the þyramidal roof. Like ãre tower and the
sanctuary the turret is accented with rock-faced granite banding.

Tuming to th9 sidewalls of 4" sanctuary, six buttresses are interspersed betwgen pairs of pointed arch stained glass
windows are in evidence at the basement and first stories. Above the sidewalls' roof slopês are clerestories
containing small saint¿ gl?s trefoil windows. The sanctuary is enclosed by a steeply piæhed, asphalt
shingle-sheathed gable roof.

Historical Narrative about the town in ilolated poctets of Prospect and Spring Hills. The organization of St.
Jgt"qh'l was organized around the time of Somerville's incorporafion as a Clty (igTZ) and mayõe seen as evidence
of a fledgling municipality with a more diverse population.

$" *gw_gf-St Joseph's_Bo*T Catholic Chlrch begigs on December 12,l8f,lg,with worship services at
Hawkins Hall in the old Masonic Building.(demoliqhed) o^n the West Side of Union Square between Washington
Street and Somerville Avenue (across V/ashin__ gton Street from the church). On January 20, ly71,Father MCGrath
purchas-ed 4" lol at the northwest corner of Washingtol and Websúer Street from the Mayoestateas the future site
of the church. As early.as 1p71,-the first wo¡ship services were held in the recently comfleæO basement of the
church. In lÜ4, the entire church was completed at a cost of $60,000. The new cirurch was dedicated on
November 14, Lg74 with Archbishop Wjlliams presiding at the dedicatory services. The new church's commodious
interior could accommodate lBfl parishioners. Shortly after its completion, the vestibule was painted in dark colors
and featured glryit" fonts containing holy water. The 110' by 66' sanctuary was praised for iti "artistic design,,
and "elegant finishes".

Staple to inventory form at bottom



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET

MASSACHUSE-TTS HISTORTCAL COMMISSION
MASSACHUSE'|TS ARCHIVES BUILDING
220 MORRIS SEY BOULEVARD
B OSTON, MASSACHUSETTS O2I25

Town
Somerville

Area (s)
Ward II

Property Address
13.Webster Ävenue

Form No.
sMV.1254

Historical Narrative Page 4

By all accounts the Society of St. Joseph was fortunate to have had Father Christopher McGrath as their leader at the
time of the new church's construction. In fact, Father Mc Grath was the church'sþastor for sixty-two years
( 1869 - 1% 1). He was born in East Boston, January 31, 1843 and attended college at Kingston, Ontarió. Ordained
as a priest on December 23,1865, Father McGrath first served at the Church of the Most Holy Redeemer in East Boston.
Prior to his appointment to the Society of St. Joseph, Somerville in November, 1869, he served at the Church of the
Immaculate Conception in Lawrence, Massachusetts.

Dunng his long tenure Father McGrath's accomplishments at St Joseph's during his long tenure were numerous,
including the construction of a,rectory ( 1&70, still-extant on the souür west side of the cturch), a boy's school staffed by
the Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur, a convent, a "home for the Brothers" as well as the church itsãf. Early in Fathei
McGrath's p¡stojuE, a second Roman Catholic religious-soclely, St, Ann's, was organized in 1881. The first worship
services for St. Ann's Roman Catholic Church (399 Medford Street) were held at the Foster School on Sycamore Street.

During thepastorate of_Monsigno¡ Phalen (1832 - 196Ð, the firm, debt-free foundation provided by Father Mc Grath
was expande{ gpol with the greation_of youth programs and outreach to struggling famifies during ihe Great
Depression. Monsignor Phalen was born in Charlestown in 1876. He was educated at the Harvard Grammar School on
Devens Street in Charlestown, as well as Charlestosn High School. He was a graduate of Boston College (Class of
1895) and St. John's Seminary on Lake ftreet in Brighton. During Monsignor Phalen's pastorate the upper and lower
sanctuaries of the church were remodeled.

The 1960s were a tirye of 
"huog"_1nl 

financial s_!ruggles for St. Joseph's. During this decade, Monsignor John
Connolly succeeded-Monsl8lor lf¿"-l and the Xaverian Brothers moved out of their parish home. The boys' school
was forced to close due to lack o{ {f4i"g^l* m: lly teachers. Eventually, the church's finances improved án¿ tne boy's
school was renovated a! a cost of $2{0, 000 pd adapted foq lguse as the-new High School for St. Joseph's girls. A néw
convent was built on'Washington Street on the siæ of the old Brother's House. By 1970, the church's ¿etinø risen to
$900,000. Father Connolly, associated with St. Joseph's sincn 1947,became head of the church in 1965. He died in
1971 before he could complete the church's financial plan

In L9].78, theSt. Jo""ph Religious Society funded the restoration of the building at a cost of $80,000. At that time,
"The interior of the church was pairrted-and súorm windows were installed." Unfortunately, this work encompassed
the removal of the 6O' steeple and its I' metal cross. The steeple's removal wÍls a major loss for Union Square, as it
fong served as a "place making" structure that readily identified the Square and also linked the area to its post Civil War
history.



M,lsslcqusETTsHrslroRrcAl Cottn¡r,ssrox Conimunity Property AddressMasslcsusnrrsARcurvEsBuLDrNc sounnvnl,E, MA 13 \ilnnÈrnnAvpm¡r
220 MonnrssnY B oULEvARD
BosroN, MasslcRusrrrs 02125 Area(s) Form No.

Prospect Hill/ Union Square

National Register of Historic Places Criteria Statement Form

Check all that apply:

XEI Individually eligible tr Ehgible only in a historic district

tr Contributing to a potential historic district [f Potential historic district

Criteria: Xtr A tr B Xtr C fl D

CriteriaConsiderations: tl A n B tr C tr D E E n F E G

statement or significa"* uv lJwr^.) $0n\r-
The criterla that are cñ

St. Joseph's Roman Catholic Church is considered eligible for listing on the N. R. H. P.
both individually and as a historic property contributing to a potential historic district.

Built between 1871 and 1874, St-. Joseph's Church was the first Roman Catholic house of worship in
Somerville. By the 1860s a more accessible house of worship was desperately needed for the over 21000
Catholics living in Somerville, mostly Irish Catholic families, who were forced to make long walks to
the neighboring communities of Charlestown and Cambridge. St. Joseph's Român Catholic Church
was built under the leadership of Father Christopher McGrath. The church's architect was James
Murphy who designed St. Mary of the Annunciation at Harvard and Norfolk Streets in Cambridgeport
and St. Gregory's Roman Catholic Church in Lower Mills I)orchester during the 1860s. St. Josephrs
is a highly visible symbol of a hard-won tolerance of Catholics living in an overwhelmingly yankee
Protestant town. St. Joseph's satisfies criteria A of the N. R H. P.

Located at294 Washington Street at the southwest corner of Union Square, St. Josephts Roman
Catholic Church is a major landmark anchoring the southwest corner of Union Square. Although its
steeple Ìvas removed in 1978, this red brick and granite-trimmed church remains a noteworthy
example of the Victorian Gothic mode of ecclesiastical architecture that was popular during the early
1870s. St. Joseph's satisfies criteria C of the N. R. H. P.
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FORM B . BUILDING

Massachusetts Historical Commission

220 Morrissey Boulevard

Boston, Massachus etts OZl25

Boston-North

Area(s)

tl

Eyes lxlno
4.600 square feet

Recorded by Edward W. Gordon

Organization Som. Historic Preservation Comm.

Assessor's number USGS Quad

741 Al 4

Town Somerville

Place (neighborhood or village) Prospect Hill/ Union Sq.

Address 380 Somerville Avenue

Historic Name Bennett Block

Use: Present .Commercial / residential buildine

Original Commercial/ residential buildine

Date of Construction 1892 -1893

Source Middlesex Countv Deeds and Somerville Citv Directorv

Style/Form QueenAnne/ L-shaped

ArchitectlBuitder Aaron Gould-attributed

Exterior Material

Foundation Brick

Ytrall Wood shineles and clapboards

Roof Tarand eravel (?)

Outbuildin gs/Secondary Str uctu¡ ss Attached modern

concrete block garaqe on Carlton Street

Major Alterations (with dates) Verv intact

Condition Good

Moved

Acreage

Setting Sttuated at western edse of Union Square area.

Form Number

sMV.1240

Date(monthldaylyear)

Fomþentl_ysiæd on corner lot across from small. trianeular
tree-shaded lot.



BT]ILDING FORM

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION
sMV.1240

Substantialr richly ornamented wooden Queen Anne commerciaU residential blocks are a rarÍty in
most Massachusetts cities and towns. That the Union Square alea has as manJ¡ as three stellar,
unspoiled examples ofthis buildin_g_type is indeed unusùal a_ndsignificant. duilt ¡n f3gi-iggS, IAO
Somerville AYenue, although sizeable by_most standards, is the leäst substantial of túã three woo¿en
ryixed;ulgtuildings loeated in_the Bow Street / Somervilie Avenue section oi Úniã"-ðql¡;;;. The twoother bujldingsw-ere 9g¡gl{ by architect Aaron Gould: Thc RichmondBtack($-ittil; Street, tsg¡)
and the Drouet Blnck (5E-6LBow Street, 1S9S). The possibility remains that Gòuld was also ihe architectof 380 Somerville Avenue. Particularly notewort_hV ii the way the oriels are used to relieve the rigid
geome||Y of the_buildings' rectangular structural õomponenti: a two-story oriel addresses thã Carlton
Street/ Somerville Avenue corner. The western half ofìhe main facad" unä the center of irre õarlton
Street faeade feature noffgonll and bowed oriels, re-spectively. Also noteworthy 

"i" ift" ;;i;È of the
main and Carlton Street facades that culminate in frèe-standing, gable-like components-- triangular inshape a¡rd purely ornamental. Additionally the storefronts havã'n"ever been modernized and are ofparticular interest because they retain original display window surrounds

Thethree-story1 Queen Anne commerciaV residential-brilding at 380 Somerville Avenue is an L-shaped commercial/
residential block containing two stores on the ground floor w-ith four residential units inclr¿"ã irìfrä upp", stories.

HISTORICAL NARRATM tr see continuation sheet

|:ry::!:_hyjgry,:[1k,!y!F::q.:..8^ltpn its associations with tocat (or state) history. rnctude wes of
mß Duüüng and th¿ role(s) lhe ownersloccupants plnyedwithin the corìtrnunity.'

380 Somerville Avenue \ilas built c. 1892-1893 for \ililliam F. Bennett, a plumber whose work place was
located i-n-a-par! of the. property originalty numbered 7 Carlton Streei. över time, th¡s cámmercial/
residential bloek.provided space for Bennett's business, âs well as housing t"r wiáowr, ituîåii"g
salesmen, carpenters, shoemakers and others.

This buildine'{ot-ryas carved from the old Hawkins estate, a large tract that extended southward from Somerville
Avenue to the Fitchburg Railræd tracks. This tract extended wõstward from Hawkins Street toã pði"t op,positã
.at-*"y Streel 

- 
Situated at the center of a large rectangular tracl the Hawkins ff*r", *iUiitrj1|;åilri.ro* stables,hlp a deep¡et back from Somerville Avenue' The eastem section of this t*"t *^ uânrsø 6y u Uio"f<-that was atributary of the Mille/ s River, located further to the east-before it succumbed to landfill

In June, 1891 William F. Bennett of Somerville p-aid George and Alice E l-ake of Malden, $ZOOO for the lot at 3g0SomervilleAvenue- The [-akes,_in tum,_had purõnasørnJtot one month earlier in May oîffgïito* Ñæn*iA
Hawkins- This lot is n*Pbered 8.on-a plan ol March 15, 18qJ, suggesting that Benneti waiæd ¡"o v* to build
his mixed-use block The block is shown on the 1895 Somervilt-4tt^ iirþ u targe stable ¡"ninJtiáîuifding. -
Somerville_City$*jow list¿nd.locate William F. Bennett's plumbing business ñ rh" rãe-*ì-ðirh" buifdffg
numbered 7 Carlton Street. Durine the early 1890s, Bennett'ô plumbiñe concern is lisæd"J7lUoio" Squaiel

Descríbe archítecturalfeatures. Evaluate the charaa@nturms of other buigings
wíthin the coranunity.

BIBLIOGRAPIIY and/or REFERENCES see continuationsheet

Bromley; George, Atlases of the City of Somerville, 1895;1900.
Draper, Martin, Map of Somerville,1852.
yAligg, H F.,Map of Charlestown, Somerville and Cambr., 1g57.
Hopkins, G. M., Map of the City of Somerville, 1874; 1884.
McAllester, Virginia & tæe. Field Guide to American Houses. New York Alfred A. Ifuopf, 19g4.
Middlesex County Deeds, Yol. 2OÆ, page 582,61 6l lB9l.
Samuels, Blward A. Somerville Past & Present. Boston: Samuels & Kimball Company, 1g97.
Somerville City Directories: 1869-70 to l94O; Somerville V/æer Departmenr Drä¡n'Éiú records.
Zellie, Carole, Beyond the Neck: The Architecture and Development of Somerville, Mh, lgg1,1-g91.

Ð Recommended for listing in the National Register of Historic Places.
If checlæd, you must attach a completed Nalíonat Register Critería Statement form.



MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
ATEA:

Office of the Secretar¡/, Boston

Town:
Somerville

Prospect Hill

Property Address:
380 Somerville Avenue

Form No:

sMV.1240

Indicate each iæm on inventory form, continued below

Architectur al DescriPtion

The building rises three stories from a low brick basement to a flat roof. The main facade me¿$ures four-bays in

i"õth;;ffi;"; "ftn" 
tnt*-U"V, corngr o¡"1, s,/hile the eastfacade extends five bays along .Caglton Street. The

*ãír-*¿iof tne main uõÈ *éã*oto three-báys in length, while its ell is pierced by four windows-

Entrances to the building's stores are located at the western end of the main facade, as well as at the moreprominent

corner bordering so*"tiiif" Áu""u" *¿ Carlton Street. The storefronts' surrounds consist of horizontal and

uárt 
"Jp*ets. 

b"tween the storefronts' di¡glay wlndows the recessed entrance to the-upp.er stgri,e:

i"murf..ir by an o**""t¿ curved brace. A'bove the storefronts is a continuous, flqed qd encilcling apron.

ïú; fiñ ;t ?t of trt" ð*rt"n Street facade is covered with wood shingles and devoid of fenestration.

The main facadds second story features three central standard size windows flanked by.| PolYgonal oriel to the

;;hñAtlr" b"*.d b"ti;l"ril rn" polygon¿ bayculminates in an ornamental, gable-like component whose facade

is shearhed with sawfäür i[d úr"'È"läwood sihingles. This over-sized ornamèntal cgmpongnt.ts 19nea1ed 
above

the carlton street' s ráã¿g s cenær, ñwed oriel. In g-eneral, the windows of the second story, including three

windows at the *"riãi"*tlóo, 
"*rtlult 

formal entranó enframents with original wooden surrounds and a

cornice-headeo rint"r-årnamente¿ uytowierief swags. I-acking sI-ag-- ornamented lintels, the surrouds of the third

storv windows are ror Juuorut" thän those of the säond story. r¡ð uqitping 1&cades culminate in a cornice

;:iJ*äö;åäi p*itf**-""t brackets. The brackets and Lracing 9r tþ þuil{qe tg"\uack to the Italianaæ stvle

if,|][ipñú.* *út the swag ornamentation nods to the influence oT the Colonial Revival on a building that is

otherwise Queen Anne in stYle.

Historical Narrative

During the mid lg90s, Bennett's house was located at353 
'Washington s.t{*! .Inter-estingly, Somerville City

Directories do nor;ilr"ìd""ttry tne commercial æncerns once ñoused in this b."lt{ingr.jv lne.31t 1900s,

a widow, a wairer ;Jr.j;littg rui"rr*ãi" üsted at this address, including Mrs. Michael(Eli4be[) lit gould.

diA;;,iirtø * tn-åËcupaníof-tw9-o"it"); Grcorge w. $gpkins, and J?tr"t J.l{ennessey. By 1910, Mrs' John

iNñry ÉtMort., *ã rt"i son John Moser, ðo[r"tä, are lisied atthis address along with Nora, James and Martin

Ùolan, as well as George E. Dodge, clerk.

Bv 1g20. Irish and Italian families resided in 380 Somerville Avenue's four residential units, including: Mary anl

3å##¿ Ëiääil;ü *.tt"i nrié urr¿ rhomas E. l,eathan,.ca1¡rnter, Mn. Annie Halloran, sabino Deminico

and Evangelist g. ði¡ntes. g"t*óo tÇ2lo ia tnO, the building's demograplic composition changed considerably

from a mix of Irish and Italian renants to an excusiíe_ty tri¡! cüãnæle. Lisæil herq at the Eqi*i"g of the Great

ö;pro.b" ;"*, túr" q** 1rygfo" I Flercher), Nir-*. Maurice (Annie T.) Halloran and her son, Edward F.

Halloran, tube woriJer, $;rrh'rìd FiuotJ. õ;Huoróí, lab wgrker, and Mggaryt and Daniel a. sullivan. By-194o, the

buildines o"",ro*trîij"¿ã:-p*iet,l-ucy anoPanickJ. Dunlea, Mrs. NlarthaI. Fletcher, and Mary and Michael

o'Conñell, while one of the units is listed as "vacant'"

Staple to inventory form at bottom
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Architectural Description

The building rises three stories from a low brick basement to a flat roof. The main facade measures four-bays in
length, exclysive of theûree-bay, corner oriel, while the east facade extends five bays along Carlton Steet. fhe
west wall of the main block me¿ìsures three-bays in length, while its ell is pierced by four i,indows.

Entrances to the building'.s-sto¡es are locaæd at the western end of the main facade, as well as at the more prominent
corner bordering Somerville Avenue and Carlton Steet. The storefronts' surrounds consist of horizontai and
yertical panels. Between the storefronts' display windows the recessed entrance to the upper stories
is-marked by an^olnamental curved brace. Above the storefronts is a continuous, flared and encircling apron.
The first story of the Carlton Street facade is covered with wood shingles and devoid of fenestration. -

The main facade's second story features three central standard size windows flanked by a polygonal oriel to the
1e!t aqd the bowed bay t9 left. The polygonal bayculminates in an ornamental, gable-likè component whose facade
is sheathed with saw.toolh-*d rectangular wood s!úngle.s. This over-sized ornamental component is repeated above
the Carlton Street's facade's center, bowed oriel. In general, the windows of the second story, includirig three
windows at the west elevation, exhibit formal entrance enframents with original wooden surrounds and'a
cornice-headed lintel ornamented by low relief swags. l-acking swag - ornarnented lintels, the surrounds of the third
story windows are less elaborate than those of the second story. The building's facades culminate in a cornice
accented by small,.paired saw-cutbrackets. The brackets and Lracing of theÈ'uilding look back to the Italianaæ style
for inspìræion, while the swag ornamentation nods to the influence of the Colonial Revival on a building that is
otherwise Queen Anne in style.

Historical Narrative

Pyting the nlid 1890s, Bennett's house was located at353 Washington Street. Interestingly, Somerville City
Directories do not seem to identify the commercial concerns once housed in this building. 

-By 
the early 1900s,

a widow, a waiter and traveling salesman.are listed at this address, including Mrs. Michael(Elizabeth) Fitzgerald
(yldo¡1. ti$"¿ as the ggcupant 9f_tw9 units); George W. Hopkins, and James J. Hennessey. By 1910, Mrs. John
(Mary E.) Mosher and her son John Mose¡ collector, are listed at this address along with ñora, James and Martin
Dolan, as we1l as George E. Dodge, clerk

By-l92},l_4ttt qr9 Italian families resided in 380 Somerville Avenue's four residential units, including: Mary and
Salvaûore Bianchino, shoe worker, Elsie and Thomas E. Leathan, carpenter, Mn. Annie Halloran, Sabião peminico
and Evangeli:t_E -Contes. Between lV2O and lfBO, the blilding's demographic composition changed considerably
from a mix of lrish and Italian tenants to ?4 excusively Irish clientele. Listed here at fhe begrnning-of the Great
Depression were: Mrs. Sidney (N{artha I. Fletcher), Mrs. Maurice (Annie T.) Halloran and her sol, Edward F.
Halloran, tube worker, SaIaþ and Eivor J. ClHanlon, lab worke¡ and Margaret and Daniel a. Sullivan. By 194O, the
blildings-occupants included: Daniel, Lugy and Pat¡ict J. Dunlea, Mrs. Martha I. Fletcher, and Mary and Michael
O'Connell, while one of the units is listed as "vacant."

Property Address:
380 Somerville Avenue

Form No:

sMV.1240

Staple to inventory form at bottom
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Prospect Hill/ Union Square

National Register of Historic Places criteria statement Form

Check all that apply:

xE Individually eþible tr Eligible only in a historic district

X E Contributing to a potential historic district fl Potential historic district

Criteria: XEI A n B xtl C n D

CriteriaConsiderations: fl A tr B tr C tl

St¿tement of Significance by (1,/,
The criteria that are checked ìnthe above sect must be justified here.

380 Somerville Avenue is considered individually etigible for listing on the N. R. H. p. as
well as part of a potential Union Square N. R. H. p. District.

Built in 1892-1893' 380 Someryille Avenue, although sizeable by most standards, is the least
substantial of the three wooden mixed-use buildings located in the Bow Street / Somerville Avenue
section of Union Square. These buildings include two by architect Aaron Gould: The RíchmondBlock
(33-37 Bow Street,1892) and the Drouet Block (58-68 Bow Street, 1S9S). The possibility remains that
Gould was also the architect of 3E0 Somerville Avenue, which was built for William F. Bennett, a
plumber, whose work place was located in a part of the property numbered 7 Carlton Street. Over time,
This commerciaU residential block provided space for Bennettts business, as well as housing for
widows, traveling salesmen, carpenters, shoemakers and others. 380 Somerville Avenue satisfies
criteria A of the N. R H. P.

Substantialr richly ornamentedl wooden Queen Anne commercial/ residential btoct<s are a rarity in
most Massachusetts cities and towns. That the Union Square area has as many as three stellar,
unspoiled examples of this building type is indeed, unusual and significant. particularly noteworthy is
the way the oriels are used to relieve the rigid geometry of the buildings rectangular structural
components: a two-story oriel addresses the Carlton Street/ Somerville Avenue corner.
380 Somerville Avenue satisfies criteria C. of the N. R. H. p.

GE]
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Group C 
Growth During Post Civil War Prosperity (1865-1873) 

 

Groups Historic District Address Owner 

Mailing 
Address 
Different 
(Y or N) 

First 
Letter 
Sent  

Response 
to First 
Letter 

Second 
Letter 
Sent 

Response 
to 

Second 
Letter 

Third 
Contact 

Response 
to Third 
Contact 

Understands 
(Y or N) 

Failed to 
Respond 

 Notes 

1 Central/ Atherton/ 
Spring/ Summer 
(CASS) LHD 

7 Central Street   Hellenic Association 
of Somerville 

Y 06/06/09  X       Not in favor of 
designation as of 1-
22-08 BOA mtg. 

2 Hinckley/-Magoun 
LHD 

37 Fiske 
Avenue  

Joanna & William 
Kettlewell 

N 06/06/09  X       Ltr received 6/18/09; 
does not want 
property designated; 
has spoken w/ Ald 
O'Donovan. 

3 CASS LHD 10 
Harvard Place    

Leah & Russell R 
Arredondo Jr 

N 06/06/09  X     Y  Meeting with owner 
at house 6/18/09, and  
revised survey with 
new information 
provided. 

4 Hinckley/-Magoun 
LHD 

10 Lowell 
Terrace 

James F & Alice 
Fratus for Life  
James F Fratus Jr 

N 06/06/09  X     Y  For sale sign  2/1/10.  
RE broker provided 
historic info.  

5 CASS LHD 44 Spring Street  Charles H & Rita 
Agnes Houghton 

N 06/06/09  X     Y  Parents deceased; 
sisters now own & 
reside there.  Card 
returned for more 
info.  Left phone 
message 9-10/09, 
then spoke with 
another sister 12/5/09 
& said would call 
back if need more 
info.  

6 Union Square LHD 22 Summer 
Street    

Laura J Mackil N 06/06/09  X     Y  Interested. 

7 Union Square LHD 24 Summer 
Street    

Michael J Mazzio N 06/06/09  X     Y  Very enthusiastic. 

8 Prospect Hill LHD  67 Walnut 
Street    

Bryan Simmons  
Ralph Vetters 

N 06/06/09  X     Y  Interested. 

9 Single Bldg 13 Webster 
Avenue 

Roman Catholic 
Archbishop  
Rev Henry J 
Jennings 

N 06/06/09  X     Y  Parishioner sent 
email 3-24-08 
seeking designation. 



Group C 
Growth During Post Civil War Prosperity (1865-1873) 

 

Groups Historic District Address Owner 

Mailing 
Address 
Different 
(Y or N) 

First 
Letter 
Sent  

Response 
to First 
Letter 

Second 
Letter 
Sent 

Response 
to 

Second 
Letter 

Third 
Contact 

Response 
to Third 
Contact 

Understands 
(Y or N) 

Failed to 
Respond 

 Notes 

10 Hinckley/-Magoun 
LHD 

25 Fiske 
Avenue 

Marlene & Pasquale 
Agresti 

   07/18/09 X   Y  Card notes “We 
continue to choose 
not to have our 
property included.”  

11 Orchard Area LHD 23-25 Day 
Street   

Daniel T Fitzgerald Jr  
Julie A Fitzgerald 

Y 06/06/09   07/18/09 X   Y  Telephone 
conversation 6/22/09 
Interested in 
designation during 
2006-07 public 
process. 

12 Hinckley/-Magoun 
LHD 

23 Fiske 
Avenue  

Eugene & Jacqueline 
Phillion 

N 06/06/09   07/18/09 X   Y  Card notes “Do not 
want property 
designated”  8/10/09 

13 CASS LHD 15 Central 
Street   

Aleksi Steven for Life 
Aleksi Ducomb Aliki 
et al Trust 

Y 06/06/09  07/18/09  1/28/20  Y  No card received, but 
on phone answered 
questions 2-4-10 
from 1 of trustees, all 
of whom live out of 
town  

14 Hinckley/-Magoun 
LHD 

12 Hinckley 
Street   

Jerome Albano N 06/06/09   07/18/09  1/28/10  Y  Personal visit 
1/28/10.  Came to 
office with questions 
3/16/10.  Answered 
all and promised to 
return card, but not 
received.  

15 CASS LHD 14 Harvard 
Place    

Mary A Breen N 06/06/09   07/18/09  1/28/10  Y.  Mis-delivered 3rd AC 
to neighbor. 
Remedied 3/5 & left 
message on owner’s 
phone.  Attended 
several SHPC mtgs. 
for another case. 

16 Hinckley/-Magoun 
LHD 

8 Hinckley 
Street   

Olga C DeFreitas N 06/06/09   07/18/09  1/28/10   X Personal visit 1/28/10 

17 Hinckley/-Magoun 
LHD 

23 Hinckley 
Street   

Camille Moretti N 06/06/09   07/18/09  1/28/10   X Personal visit 
1/28/10; gave AC #3 
to cousin. 

18 East Somerville LHD 12-14 Lincoln 
Avenue 

Vivian Chu 
JSC Chu LLC 
 

Y 06/06/09   07/18/09  Mailed 
10-23-09 

  X Mailed AC #3 10-
23/10 as lives out of 
town. 



Group C 
Growth During Post Civil War Prosperity (1865-1873) 

 

Groups Historic District Address Owner 

Mailing 
Address 
Different 
(Y or N) 

First 
Letter 
Sent  

Response 
to First 
Letter 

Second 
Letter 
Sent 

Response 
to 

Second 
Letter 

Third 
Contact 

Response 
to Third 
Contact 

Understands 
(Y or N) 

Failed to 
Respond 

 Notes 

19 East Somerville LHD 20 Lincoln 
Avenue 

Agustin & Martha 
Rodriguez 

N 06/06/09  07/18/09  1/28/10   X Personal visit 1/28/10 
and gave AC #3 to 1st 
floor tenants. 

20 East Somerville LHD 84 Perkins 
Street   

Matusiene O. DaSilva N 06/06/09  07/18/09  1/21/10   X Gave AC #3 to 1st 
floor tenant.  

21 CASS LHD 170 Summer 
Street    

Elizabeth Ormond 
Ann Philbrick 

N 06/06/09  07/18/09  1/28/10   X Personal visit 
1/28/10.   

22 Union Square LHD 380 Somerville 
Avenue   

William James 
Herbert & Jean L.. 
Shultz Herbert 

Y       Y  Several meetings at 
HPC.  Aware of high 
level of property 
significance and LHD 
requirements.  Not in 
favor of designation.   
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CITY OF SOMERVILLE 

 
ORDINANCE NO. 2010 - _____ 

IN THE BOARD OF ALDERMEN: ________________, 2010 
 

MAP AMENDMENTS PURSUANT TO THE HISTORIC DISTRICT 
ORDINANCE (ORDINANCE 2003-01) TO CREATE FIVE NEW LOCAL 
HISTORIC DISTRICTS (LHD) (EAST SOMERVILLE, HINCKLEY-
MAGOUN, ORCHARD STREET, PROSPECT HILL, AND UNION 
SQUARE) AND ADD 17 PROPERTIES TO THOSE DISTRICTS, AND TO 
ADD FIVE PROPERTIES TO THE CENTRAL-ATHERTON-SPRING-
SUMMER (CASS)  LOCAL HISTORIC DISTRICT 

 
WHEREAS, it is the intent of the Historic District Ordinance to protect, enhance and 

preserve the City’s cultural and historical resources; and, 
 

WHEREAS, historic districts safeguard these resources and offer protection to the 
community’s unique character through preservation of its representative built environment; and,  
 

WHEREAS, historic districts create strong economic benefits for the community, through 
an increase in property values, neighborhood stability, quality property reinvestment, and tourist 
appeal; and, 
 

WHEREAS, historic districts integrate the City’s goals for Smart Growth and a 
sustainable green economy, by promoting reinvestment in the existing building stock, reducing 
material waste, and capitalizing on our rich architectural heritage; and,  
 

WHEREAS, a broad survey was completed over a two year period through State and 
Federal grants to identify the most significant unprotected historic properties in the City; and, 
 

WHEREAS, extensive outreach has been undertaken and documented to owners of 
properties proposed for designation,  
 

NOW THEREFORE , be it hereby ordained by the Board of Aldermen, in session 
assembled, that the below listed properties are approved as Map Amendments to the Historic 
District Ordinance, Sections 7-26 of Chapter 7, Article II, of the Code of Ordinances of the City 
of Somerville in accordance with Massachusetts General Laws Chapter 40C.   
 
Local Historic District (LHD) Name 
    Historic Name

Property Address Map-Block-Lot  

 

East Somerville LHD   
   Dole House 84 Perkins Street 103-E-1 
   Wild Row House 12-14 Lincoln Avenue 103-H-7 
   Lattemoor House 20 Lincoln Avenue 103-H-6 

Attachment IV 
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Hinckley-Magoun LHD    
   Hennesy House 23 Fiske Avenue 32-C-17 
   Knox-Mahoney House 25 Fiske Avenue 32-C-18 
   Farnham House 37 Fiske Avenue 32-C-19 
   Hobbs House 8 Hinckley Street 32-C-22 
   Peters-Ring House 12 Hinckley Street 32-C-21 
   Chute-Conian House 23 Hinckley Street 32-L-10 
   Dugan House 10 Lowell Terrace 32-D-17 
Orchard Street LHD   
   Richard Collins House 23-25 Day Street 22-B-12 
Prospect Hill LHD   
   Folsom-Duxbury House 67 Walnut Street 72-B-44 
Union Square LHD   
   Huff-Mulholland House 22 Summer Street 63-C-8 
   Odiorne-Langley House 24 Summer Street 63-C-7 
   St. Joseph’s Roman Catholic Church 13 Webster Avenue 82-B-2 
   John Howie House 170 Summer Street  44-C-1 
   Bennett Block 380 Somerville Avenue 74-A-4 
   
Central-Atherton-Spring-Summer           
(CASS)  LHD Expansion 

  

   Jonathan Stone House 7 Central Street 52-H-40 
   Nathaniel T. Stone House 15 Central Street 52-H-43 
   A. Johnson & E. Purdy House 10 Harvard Place 44-B-16 
   A. Johnson & E. Purdy House 14 Harvard Place 44-B-15 
   Carlton-Proctor House 44 Spring Street 44-A-6 
   
 
 
 
        
 
 
Summer  
 
 
 
 
 
       Approved by the Board of Aldermen; 
 
 
       ______________________________ 
       President 
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