Jobs for Somerville

Somerville Community Corporation
337 Somerville Avenue, 2" floor
Somerville, MA 02143

Planning Board Members

Somerville City Hall o =
7y o et
93 Highland Avenue im;.—< <
Somerville, MA 02143 T2 \B)
,;; 7: L) =
b o4 £ —
RE: Zoning change in the Assembly Square district T -
=
To the members of the Somerville Planning Board, > g i
o
s |

Jobsfor Somerville was founded by community members in response to the growing need for
local jobs. We know that major developments are coming to Somerville and we want to make
sure that members of our community get to benefit by having real access to the local joksthat
will be created.

With this letter, we want to take the opportunity to provide written comments regarding
Federal Realty Investment Trust’s request to change the zoning for the Assembly Square
district. The plan contemplates the construction of a 100,000-square foot single-story grocery
store and a parking structure on the site currently owned by IKEA. We think that it is too early
to make a decision on the zoning change, and we would like the final decision to be postponed
until the potential impact of this proposal has been further examined, with substantial
community input. As Somerville residents, we want the site to be developed in a way that
respects the Somerville Comprehensive Plan, ensures density and mixed use in keeping with an
urban environment, and provides good local jobs. We would like the committee to examine the
possibility of other uses for the site, including affordable housing and research & development.
We also strongly believe that anyone who takes ownership of the IKEA site should honor the
community benefit agreement signed by the City of Somerville and IKEA and enhance the local
hiring program described in the CBA.

With this letter we are attaching copies of a petition signed by Somerville residents who also
believe that moving ahead with the zoning change could negatively impact the community. We
provide this recommendation with our best intentions and we urge you to consider our inputs
in your final decision.

Sincerely,

Jobs for Somerville
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