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(617) 625-6600, Ext. 5400    Fax: (617) 625-4454   www.somervillema.gov  

SEWALL COURT PARTIAL DISCONTINUANCE 

Date: 3 September 2025 

To:  Somerville City Council 

From: Brian C. Postlewaite 

CC: Neha Singh, Catherine Lester Selchert, Rachel Nadkarni 

 

The owner of 299 Broadway, Mark Development, has petitioned the City to discontinue a portion of the 

Sewall Court private way, which is surrounded and owned by 299 Broadway. The discontinuance is 

required for the market and affordable residential development at this site to proceed into construction. 

City staff have reviewed the requested discontinuance. For the following reasons staff approves and 

recommends the discontinuance of this portion of the Sewall Court private way: 

1. Only the end portion of the private way, a length of approximately 45’, will be discontinued. This 

portion is located entirely within the 299 Broadway property and most recently used as part of the 

parking area; it does not currently function as a private way. 

2. The remaining portion of the private way, a length of approximately 85’, that intersects with 

Sewall Street will remain a private way and function to provide access to the adjacent properties. 

3. The City holds a utility easement over Sewall Court. The City does not have any utilities located 

in the portion requested for discontinuance. The City also recommends the termination of this 

portion of the easement (under separate cover to City Council). 

4. Fire Chief Breen reviewed the petition and has concluded that the discontinuance “will not result 

in a negative impact to public safety” (correspondence attached). 

If you have any questions, I will make myself available. 

Attachments: 

• Petition to Discontinue Sewall Court 

• Discontinuance of Sewall Court 

• Deed of 299 Broadway 

• Municipal Ordinance Street List 

• Map and Photograph 

• Discontinuance Plan 

• Fire Chief Approval 
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August ___, 2025 

 

By Email 

Brian Postlewaite 

Director of Engineering 

City of Somerville 

1 Franey Road 

Somerville, MA 02145 

 
 

Re: Petition for (i) Discontinuance of a Portion of the Private Way Known as Sewall 

Court and (ii) Discontinuance and Termination of City Utility Easement Rights 

in a Portion of the Private Way Known as Sewall Court 

Dear Director Postlewaite: 

299 Broadway Property Owner LLC (the “Owner”) is the owner of land known as 299 

Broadway and 15 Temple Street (the “Property”) more particularly shown as Lot 1 and Lot 2 on 

the enclosed subdivision plan recorded with the Middlesex South Registry of Deeds (the 

“Registry”) as Plan 363 of 2025 (the “Subdivision Plan”).  For the Owner’s title to the Property, 

see the enclosed Quitclaim Deed recorded with the Registry in Book 82094, Page 63. 

Petition for Discontinuance of a Portion of Sewall Court 

Sewall Court is listed in the enclosed Municipal Ordinance Appendix C as a private way 

in the City of Somerville.  We note that Appendix C correctly lists the width of Sewall Court as 

25-feet wide, but incorrectly lists the length of Sewall Court as 190 feet long.  The existing 

Sewall Court is currently 134 feet long and has been that length since at least 19271.  Enclosed 

are a map image of Sewall Court and several photos of Sewall Court.   

As shown on the Subdivision Plan, a portion of Sewall Court is located within the 

Property.  This portion of Sewall Court that is located within the Property contains 1,101 square 

feet and is more particularly shown on the enclosed plan entitled “Street Discontinuance Plan of 

Land, Mark Development, LLC, Sewall Court Private – 25’ Wide Right of Way, City of 

Somerville, Middlesex County, Commonwealth of Massachusetts” dated June 16, 2025, prepared 

by Control Point Associates, Inc. (the “Discontinuance Plan”).   

The Owner is hereby petitioning the City of Somerville to discontinue this portion of 

Sewall Court shown on the Discontinuance Plan (the “Discontinued Portion of Sewall Court”).  

A metes and bounds description of the proposed Discontinued Portion of Sewall Court is 

attached at Exhibit A. If the Discontinued Portion of Sewall Court is approved, the remaining 

portion of Sewall Court will be 25 feet wide and approximately 85 feet long and the 

 
1 See Land Court Plan No. 11193B approved by the Land Court on March 16, 1927. 
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Discontinued Portion of Sewall Court will be merged into Lot 2 on the Subdivision Plan.  A 

proposed Order of Discontinuance for the Discontinued Portion of Sewall Court is enclosed. 

Based on title searches performed by Owner’s title insurance company, no other parties 

other than Owner have any rights in the proposed Discontinued Portion of Sewall Court.  

Further, Owner is the only abutter to the Discontinued Portion of Sewall Court. 

 Petition for Discontinuance of City Utility Rights in a Portion of Sewall Court 

The City of Somerville holds certain easement rights within the entirety of Sewall Court 

pursuant to a Taking by the City for drains, sewers and water pipes in Sewall Court dated 

February 27, 1941 and recorded with the Registry in Book 6473, Page 161 and filed with the 

Middlesex South Registry District of the Land Court as Document No. 170505 (the “Taking”).  

Copies of the two Taking documents are enclosed.   

The Owner hereby petitions the City for a termination of the City’s easement rights under 

the Taking in the Discontinued Portion of Sewall Court.  A proposed Partial Termination and 

Abandonment of Easement is enclosed.  In support of this request, the Owner notes that any 

utility lines within the Discontinued Portion of Sewall Court only serve the Property and do not 

serve any other properties not owned by Owner, the Owner will be removing any utilities within 

the Discontinued Portion of Sewall Court in in connection with the Owner’s redevelopment of 

the Property into a mixed-use affordable housing development approved by the Somerville 

Zoning Board of Appeals, and any new utilities serving the proposed development will be 

installed elsewhere on the Property.  

Please contact Scott Lombardi at (978) 273-7090 should you have any questions 

regarding this request or should you need any additional information. 

Very truly yours, 

Robert Korff 

 

cc: Ben Demers  

Greg Contente 

LeAnn Curtin 

 



 

 

 

 

EXHIBIT A 

Metes and Bounds Description of Discontinued Portion of Sewall Court  

 

The Discontinued Portion of Sewall Court is shown on a plan entitled “Street Discontinuance Plan 

of Land, Mark Development, LLC, Sewall Court Private – 25’ Wide Right of Way, City of 

Somerville, Middlesex County, Commonwealth of Massachusetts” dated June 16, 2025, prepared 

by Control Point Associates, Inc., such Discontinued Portion of Sewall Court being more 

particularly described as follows: 

 

BEGINNING AT CORNER IN COMMON WITH PROPOSED LOT 5 (N/F 299 

BROADWAY PROPERTY OWNER LLC) AND SEWALL COURT (PRIVATE – 25’ WIDE 

R.O.W) ON THE SOUTHERLY LINE OF SEWALL STREET (PUBLIC – 40’ WIDE 

R.O.W.) THENCE RUNNING ALONG THE DIVISION LINE OF SAID SEWALL COURT 

AND SAID PROPOSED LOT 5 SOUTH 44 DEGREES – 53 MINUTES – 16 SECONDS 

WEST, A DISTANCE OF 85.21 FEET TO THE POINT AND PLACE OF BEGINNING 

THENCE; 

 

1. SOUTH 44 DEGREES – 53 MINUTES – 16 SECONDS WEST, A DISTANCE OF 

49.12 FEET TO AN INTERIOR POINT OF PROPOSED LOT 2 (N/F 299 

BROADWAY PROPERTY OWNER LLC), THENCE RUNNING THROUGH THE 

INTERIOR OF SAID PROPOSED LOT 2 THE FOLLOWING FOUR (4) 

COURSES; 

 

2. SOUTH 45 DEGREES – 06 MINUTES – 44 SECONDS EAST, A DISTACNE OF 

12.50 FEET, THENCE; 

 

3. NORTH 44 DEGREES – 53 MINUTES – 16 SECONDS EAST, A DISTANCE OF 

10.14 FEET, THENCE; 

4. SOUTH 45 DEGREES – 06 MINUTES – 44 SECONDS EAST, A DISTANCE OF 

12.50 FEET, THENCE; 

 

5. NORTH 44 DEGREES – 53 MINUTES – 16 SECONDS EAST, A DISTANCE OF 

38.98 FEET TO A CORNER IN COMMON WITH SAID SEWALL COURT AND 

MAP 70, LOT 7 (N/F SEWALL COURT CONDOMINIUM), THENCE; 

 

6. NORTH 45 DEGREES – 06 MINUTES – 44 SECCONDS WEST, A DISTANCE 

OF 25.00 FEET TO THE POINT AND PLACE OF BEGINNING. 

 

CONTAINING 1,101 SQUARE FEET± OR 0.025 ACRES± 
7368377.1 



 

 

CITY OF SOMERVILLE 

CITY COUNCIL 

ORDER OF DISCONTINUANCE AND ABANDONMENT AS A PRIVATE WAY  

OF A PORTION OF SEWALL COURT 

 

 WHEREAS, the City of Somerville (the “City”) as determined that a certain portion of 

the private way known as Sewall Court  containing approximately 1,101 square feet and 

described on a plan entitled “Street Discontinuance Plan of Land, Mark Development, LLC, 

Sewall Court Private – 25’ Wide Right of Way, City of Somerville, Middlesex County, 

Commonwealth of Massachusetts” dated June 16, 2025, prepared by Control Point Associates, 

Inc. (the “Discontinued Portion of Sewall Court”) is no longer of any use to the City as a private 

way; 

 WHEREAS, the City Council has determined that the public necessity and convenience 

no longer require that the Discontinued Portion of Sewall Court be laid out as a private way in 

the City; 

 WHEREAS, the City would like to discontinue the Discontinued Portion of Sewall Court 

under G.L. c. 82, §21 and Title 3, Section 17 of the City Charter; and 

 WHEREAS, Title 3, Section 17 of the City Charter authorizes the City Council to 

discontinue ways and streets; 

 NOW THEREFORE, it is ordered in accordance with G.L. c. 82, §21 and Title 3, Section 

17 of the City Charter that the Discontinued Portion of Sewall Court is hereby discontinued and 

abandoned by the City as a private way.   

 The Discontinued Portion of the Private Way is more particularly described as follows: 

The Discontinued Portion of Sewall Court is shown on a plan entitled “Street Discontinuance Plan 

of Land, Mark Development, LLC, Sewall Court Private – 25’ Wide Right of Way, City of 

Somerville, Middlesex County, Commonwealth of Massachusetts” dated June 16, 2025, prepared 

by Control Point Associates, Inc. and recorded herewith, such Discontinued Portion of Sewall 

Court being more particularly described as follows: 

BEGINNING AT CORNER IN COMMON WITH PROPOSED LOT 5 (N/F 299 

BROADWAY PROPERTY OWNER LLC) AND SEWALL COURT (PRIVATE – 25’ WIDE 

R.O.W) ON THE SOUTHERLY LINE OF SEWALL STREET (PUBLIC – 40’ WIDE R.O.W.) 

THENCE RUNNING ALONG THE DIVISION LINE OF SAID SEWALL COURT AND 

SAID PROPOSED LOT 5 SOUTH 44 DEGREES – 53 MINUTES – 16 SECONDS WEST, A 

DISTANCE OF 85.21 FEET TO THE POINT AND PLACE OF BEGINNING THENCE; 



 

 

1. SOUTH 44 DEGREES – 53 MINUTES – 16 SECONDS WEST, A DISTANCE OF 

49.12 FEET TO AN INTERIOR POINT OF PROPOSED LOT 2 (N/F 299 

BROADWAY PROPERTY OWNER LLC), THENCE RUNNING THROUGH THE 

INTERIOR OF SAID PROPOSED LOT 2 THE FOLLOWING FOUR (4) 

COURSES; 

 

2. SOUTH 45 DEGREES – 06 MINUTES – 44 SECONDS EAST, A DISTACNE OF 

12.50 FEET, THENCE; 

 

3. NORTH 44 DEGREES – 53 MINUTES – 16 SECONDS EAST, A DISTANCE OF 

10.14 FEET, THENCE; 

4. SOUTH 45 DEGREES – 06 MINUTES – 44 SECONDS EAST, A DISTANCE OF 

12.50 FEET, THENCE; 

 

5. NORTH 44 DEGREES – 53 MINUTES – 16 SECONDS EAST, A DISTANCE OF 

38.98 FEET TO A CORNER IN COMMON WITH SAID SEWALL COURT AND 

MAP 70, LOT 7 (N/F SEWALL COURT CONDOMINIUM), THENCE; 

 

6. NORTH 45 DEGREES – 06 MINUTES – 44 SECCONDS WEST, A DISTANCE 

OF 25.00 FEET TO THE POINT AND PLACE OF BEGINNING. 

 

CONTAINING 1,101 SQUARE FEET± OR 0.025 ACRES± 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7368378.1 
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NOTES:

1. PROPERTY KNOWN AS SEWALL COURT, AS SHOWN ON THE CITY OF SOMERVILLE, MIDDLESEX COUNTY,
COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS GIS MAP.

2. THE PURPOSE OF THIS PLAN IS TO SHOW THE DISCONTINUANCE OF A PORTION OF SEWALL COURT (PRIVATE
- 25' WIDE) RIGHT OF WAY AND THE DISCONTINUANCE OF THE APPROXIMATE LOCATION OF THE THE CITY OF
SOMERVILLE DRAINAGE EASEMENT AS DESCRIBED IN DEED BOOK 6473, PAGE 161.

3. BOTH DISCONTINUED AREAS WILL BE CONSOLIDATED INTO PROPOSED LOT 2 AS SHOWN HEREON.

4. SEWALL COURT EXISTING AREA = 3,332 SQUARE FEET OR 0.074 ACRES.
SEWALL COURT DISCONTINUED AREA = 1,101 SQUARE FEET OR 0.025 ACRES (CROSS HATCH).
SEWALL COURT PROPOSED AREA = 2,131 SQUARE FEET OR 0.049 ACRES.

5. THIS PLAN IS BASED ON INFORMATION PROVIDED BY A SURVEY PREPARED IN THE FIELD BY CONTROL POINT 
ASSOCIATES, INC. AND OTHER REFERENCE MATERIAL AS LISTED HEREON. :

6. BY GRAPHIC PLOTTING ONLY PROPERTY IS LOCATED IN FLOOD HAZARD ZONE "X-UNSHADED" (AREAS 
DETERMINED TO BE OUTSIDE THE 0.2% ANNUAL CHANCE FLOODPLAIN) PER REF #2.

7. THE OFFSETS SHOWN ARE NOT TO BE USED FOR THE CONSTRUCTION OF ANY STRUCTURE, FENCE, 
PERMANENT ADDITION, ETC.
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REFERENCES:

1. THE TAX ASSESSOR'S MAP OF CITY OF SOMERVILLE, MIDDLESEX COUNTY, MAP 70.

2. MAP ENTITLED "NATIONAL FLOOD INSURANCE PROGRAM, FIRM, FLOOD INSURANCE RATE MAP, MIDDLESEX
COUNTY, MASSACHUSETTS (ALL JURISDICTIONS), PANEL 439 OF 656," MAP NUMBER 25017C0439E, EFFECTIVE
DATE: JUNE 4, 2010.

3. MAP ENTITLED "PLAN OF LAND IN SOMERVILLE, MASS.", PREPARED BY: SCHOFIELD BROTHERS, INC., DATED:
SEPTEMBER 25, 1975, AND RECORDED WITH THE MIDDLESEX COUNTY REGISTRY OF DEEDS AS PLAN 622 OF
1976.

4. MAP ENTITLED "SUBDIVISION OF LOTS 1, 2, 3 & 4 SHOWN ON PLAN 11193B FILED WITH CERT. OF TITLE NO.
24301 SOUTH REGISTRY DISTRICT OF MIDDLESEX COUNTY LAND IN SOMERVILLE", PREPARED BY: WILLIAM S.
CROCKER, CIVIL ENGINEER, DATED: APRIL 8, 1946, AND RECORDED WITH THE MIDDLESEX COUNTY REGISTRY
OF DEEDS LAND COURT AS PLAN 11193C.

5. MAP ENTITLED "SUBDIVISION OF LAND SHOWN ON PLANS 4706A & 11193A FILED WITH CERT. OF TITLE NOS.
4905 & 23119 SO. REGISTRY DISTRICT OF MIDDLESEX CO. LAND IN SOMERVILLE", PREPARED BY: ALFRED
MILLHOUSE, C.E., DATED: NOVEMBER 1925, AND RECORDED WITH THE MIDDLESEX COUNTY REGISTRY OF
DEEDS LAND COURT AS PLAN 11193B.

6. MAP ENTITLED "PLAN OF LAND IN SOMERVILLE", PREPARED BY: ALFRED MILLHOUSE, C.E., DATED: NOVEMBER
1925, AND RECORDED WITH THE MIDDLESEX COUNTY REGISTRY OF DEEDS LAND COURT AS PLAN 11193A.

7. MAP ENTITLED "PLAN OF BUILDING LOTS IN SOMERVILLE, MASS. OWNED BY RUFUS B. STICKNEY", PREPARED
BY: GEO A. KIMBALL, CIVIL ENGINEER, DATED: FEBRUARY 18, 1888, AND RECORDED WITH THE MIDDLESEX
COUNTY REGISTRY OF DEEDS IN PLAN BOOK 54, PLAN 39.

8. MAP ENTITLED "BUILDING LOTS IN SOMERVILLE, MASS. FORMERLY OWNED BY RUFUS B. STICKNEY",
PREPARED BY: GEO A. KIMBALL, CIVIL ENGINEER, DATED: FEBRUARY 28, 1889, AND RECORDED WITH THE
MIDDLESEX COUNTY REGISTRY OF DEEDS AT THE END OF PLAN BOOK 1900 AS PLAN 32 OF 1889.

9. MAP ENTITLED "SUBDIVISION OF LOTS A & B SHOWN ON PLAN FILED WITH CERT. OF TITLE 17138 SOUTH
REGISTRY DISTRICT OF MIDDLESEX COUNTY LAND IN SOMERVILLE", PREPARED BY: CHAS J. ELLIOT,
ENGINEER & SURVEYOR, DATED: FEBRUARY 3, 1926, AND RECORDED WITH THE MIDDLESEX COUNTY
REGISTRY OF DEEDS LAND COURT AS PLAN 9976B.

10. MAP OF LAND IN SOMERVILLE ENTITLED "PLAN OF TON HILLS FRAM", PREPARED BY: ALEXANDER
WARDSWORTH, DATED: MAY 18, 1942, AND RECORDED WITH THE MIDDLESEX COUNTY REGISTRY OF DEEDS IN
PLAN BOOK 1-B, PLAN 48.

11. MAP ENTITLED "PLAN OF LAND IN SOMERVILLE, MASS", PREPARED BY: FRED W. GOULD, SURVEYOR, DATED:
JULY 22, 1957, AND RECORDED WITH THE MIDDLESEX COUNTY REGISTRY OF DEEDS AS PLAN 1087 OF 1967.

12. MAP ENTITLED "ALTA/NSPS LAND TITLE SURVEY, MARK DEVELOPMENT, LLC, 299 BROADWAY & 15 TEMPLE 
STREET, LOTS 27, BLOCK D, MAP 70 & LOT 5, BLOCK D, MAP 70, CITY OF SOMERVILLE, MIDDLESEX COUNTY, 
COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS," PREPARED BY CONTROL POINT ASSOCIATES, INC., DATED 
FEBRUARY 29, 2024, LAST REVISED MARCH 5, 2024.

13. MAP ENTITLED "SUBDIVISION PLAN OF LAND, MARK DEVELOPMENT, LLC, 299 BROADWAY & 15 TEMPLE
STREET, LOT 27, BLOCK D, MAP 70 & LOT 5, BLOCK D, MAP 70, CITY OF SOMERVILLE, MIDDLESEX COUNTY,
COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS," PREPARED BY CONTROL POINT ASSOCIATES,  INC., DATED MARCH 7,
2025, LAST REVISED APRIL 23, 2025. RECORDED WITH THE MIDDLESEX REGISTRY OF DEEDS AS PLAN 363 OF
2025.

THIS IS TO CERTIFY THAT THIS PLAN HAS BEEN
PREPARED IN CONFORMITY WITH THE RULES AND
REGULATIONS OF THE REGISTERS OF DEEDS. NO NEW
RIGHT OF WAY LINES ARE BEING CREATED AND THOSE
SHOWN ARE EXISTING AND ARE NOT BEING CHANGED
OR ALTERED.
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Brian Postlewaite

From: Charles Breen

Sent: Thursday, August 21, 2025 8:30 PM

To: Brian Postlewaite

Cc: Catherine Lester Salchert; Benjamin Demers

Subject: Re: Discontinuance of portion of Sewall Ct at 299 Broadway

Dear Director Postlewaite,  

 

It is my opinion that the discontinuance of the dead end portion of Sewell Court, as shown on the 

attached map, will not result in a negative impact to public safety.  

 

Get Outlook for iOS 

From: Brian Postlewaite <bpostlewaite@somervillema.gov> 

Sent: Thursday, August 21, 2025 6:44 PM 

To: Charles Breen <cbreen@somervillema.gov> 

Cc: Catherine Lester Salchert <csalchert@somervillema.gov>; Benjamin Demers 

<bdemers@somervillema.gov> 

Subject: Discontinuance of portion of Sewall Ct at 299 Broadway 

  

Hello Chief Breen, 

  

The developer of 299 Broadway, Mark Development, has requested the City approve the discontinuance of the 

portion of Sewall Court that is located entirely within the 299 Broadway property. The hatched area on the 

attached plan is the portion of Sewall Ct that would be discontinued upon the City’s approval. I have also 

highlighted it in red on the following aerial image: 
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This portion of Sewall Ct is a part of the existing parking lot area and is not currently accessible from the remainder 

of Sewall Ct that is accessible from Sewall St. 

  

Would you confirm whether the discontinuance of this dead-end portion of Sewall Ct would impact public safety 

and/or emergency response?  

  

Sewall Ct does not include a regulated Fire Lane, so there is no Traffic Commission approval. 

  

Thanks, 

  

Brian C. Postlewaite, PE 

Director of Engineering 

City of Somerville 

1 Franey Road 

Somerville, MA 02145 

m: 781-645-8512 

  

  

City of Somerville Public Records Notice 

Please be advised that the Massachusetts Attorney General has determined that email is a public record 

unless the content of the email falls within one of the stated exemptions under the Massachusetts Public 

Records Laws.  
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