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MEMORANDUM                               

TO:

Joseph A. Curtatone, Mayor
FROM:

George Proakis, Director of Planning
DATE:

May 1, 2013
SUBJECT: 
Ordinance amending the Local Historic District Ordinance to create the Somerville Main Post Office Local Historic District at 237 Washington Street, Union Square
The attached amendment, pursuant to the 1985 Historic District Ordinance, proposes to create one new local historic district, to be known as the Somerville Main Post Office Local Historic District. This property is located in Union Square at 237 Washington Street. The proposed amendment fulfills an overriding goal of the Historic District Ordinance by offering critical protection to an older building that is emblematic of the community’s cultural heritage. This proposal is also consistent with the SomerVision Comprehensive Plan which, amongst its goals, identifies the importance of protecting and preserving the City’s architectural history. The overall purpose of designating local historic districts is to make Somerville a more attractive and desirable place to live, work, play and raise a family. This goal is promoted by officially recognizing the value of our remaining historically and architecturally significant properties, and helping to conserve them over the long term.

The Somerville Main Post Office, listed on the National Register of Historic Places since 1986, is an important historic resource that contributes significantly to the design and development of Union Square. The Post Office is also representative of the buildings produced during the New Deal program created under Franklin D. Roosevelt. Since the United States Postal Service is closing offices and consolidating facilities, the City of Somerville is concerned that without the added protection of local historic district designation, a future owner could permanently alter the historic fabric and character of this prominent civic building. The proposed designation of the Post Office as a local historic district will ensure that it is preserved as an important historical resource; is protected from irreversible harm by future owners or tenants; and is redeveloped in a manner that is consistent with the historic character of the building as well as the overall character of Union Square.

The Office of Strategic Planning and Community Development (OSPCD) respectfully requests that you forward to the Board of Aldermen (BOA) the Somerville Main Post Office Local Historic District Preliminary Study Report for the property at 237 Washington Street in Union Square. Consistent with previous processes regarding amendments to this ordinance, we anticipate that the Legislative Matters Committee of the Board of Aldermen will hold a joint public hearing with the Historic Preservation Commission to consider the proposed amendment to this ordinance.

Recommendation

It is recommended that the Board of Aldermen: 

1. Adopt the attached Ordinance amending the Historic District Ordinance by creating one (1) new Local Historic District with one new property located at 237 Washington Street as a mapping amendment; and

2. Authorize OSPCD Staff to record a historic district designation form for the property at the Middlesex South District Registry of Deeds and/or Division of the Land Court Department. 

CITY OF SOMERVILLE

ORDINANCE NO. 2013-__

IN THE BOARD OF ALDERMEN: ________________, 2013

MAP AMENDMENTS PURSUANT TO THE HISTORIC DISTRICT ORDINANCE TO CREATE THE SOMERVILLE MAIN POST OFFICE LOCAL HISTORIC DISTRICT

WHEREAS, it is the intent of the Historic District Ordinance to protect, enhance and preserve the City’s cultural and historical resources; and,

WHEREAS, historic districts safeguard these resources and offer the best protection for the community’s unique character through preservation of its representative built environment; and, 

WHEREAS, historic districts create strong economic benefits for the community, through an increase in property values, neighborhood stability, quality property reinvestment, and tourist appeal; and

WHEREAS, historic districts integrate the City’s goals for Smart Growth and a sustainable green economy, by promoting reinvestment in the existing building stock, reducing material waste, and capitalizing on our rich architectural heritage; and 

WHEREAS, a broad survey was completed over a two year period through State and Federal grants to identify the most significant unprotected historic properties in the City; and

WHEREAS, extensive outreach has been undertaken and documented to owners of properties proposed for designation, now, 

NOW THEREFORE , be it hereby ordained by the Board of Aldermen, in session assembled, that the below listed properties are approved as Map Amendments to the Historic District Ordinance, Sections 7-26 of Chapter 7, Article II, of the Code of Ordinances of the City of Somerville in accordance with Massachusetts General Laws Chapter 40C.  

Local Historic District (LHD) Name
   
Property Address

Map-Block-Lot
Somerville Main Post Office LHD

237 Washington Street
81-E-08









Approved by the Board of Aldermen;









______________________________









President

[image: image1.jpg]


[image: image2.jpg]ONE CALL 0 CITY HALL

3/1/1

SOMERVILLE




City Hall ● 93 Highland Avenue ● Somerville, Massachusetts 02143

   (617) 625-6600 Ext. 2500 ● TTY: (617) 666-0001 ● Fax: (617) 625-0722

www.somervillema.gov

[image: image3.jpg]