
 
 
 
 

Community Preservation Committee Position Description 

The CPC is devoted to enhancing community preservation in Somerville. It has two primary 
responsibilities: 1) evaluating the needs of Somerville with regard to affordable housing, 
historic preservation, and open space/outdoor recreation; and 2) making recommendations to 
the Board of Aldermen regarding expenditures of Community Preservation Act funding for 
historic resources and open space/recreation land projects (the Somerville Affordable Housing 
Trust Fund serves as the housing arm of the CPC and reviews the affordable housing projects). 

The CPC consists of nine volunteers, including four members from the general public and a 
member from each of the following bodies: the Planning Board, the Conservation Commission, 
the Historical Preservation Commission, the Parks and Open Space Department, and the 
Housing Authority. To ensure the selection of the most qualified applicants, Mayor Curtatone 
has formed a review committee composed of experts from the City and the community to 
review applications, conduct interviews, and nominate candidates for appointment. The Mayor 
will then make final candidate selections with approval from the Board of Aldermen. 

The CPC typically meets once a month, on the fourth Wednesday of the month at 6:30pm. 
When the CPC is considering applications for funding, it is possible additional meetings will be 
held. 

Being an effective committee member will require that you: 

• Familiarize yourself with Somerville’s affordable housing, historic preservation, and 
open space/outdoor recreation policies and needs 

• Familiarize yourself with the law (Community Preservation Act, MGL Chapter 44B) that 
governs the Committee 

• Attend meetings regularly 
• Support CPA outreach and awareness raising efforts 
• Foster good relations with other city departments, boards, and commissions 
• Listen to and be responsive to community feedback 
• Use fairness and objectivity when making decisions 

 

JOSEPH A. CURTATONE  

MAYOR 

CITY OF SOMERVILLE, MASSACHUSETTS 

COMMUNITY PRESERVATION COMMITTEE 

1 
 

https://malegislature.gov/Laws/GeneralLaws/PartI/TitleVII/Chapter44B
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