Lumina Gershfield Cordova
65 Beacon St. #202 W15 e
Somerville, MA 02143 Ao 19 P Sl

Mayor Joseph Curtatone and Board of Aldermen
93 Highland Ave.
Somerville, MA 02143

August 19, 2015
Dear Mayor Curtatone and the Board of Aldermen,

Please find attached A Petition to Preserve the Green Space at Lincoln Park — August 2015 with
signatures from 671 Somerville citizens submitted for your viewing.

Thank you very much for your prompt attention to this matter.

Respectfully,

Lumina Gershfield Cordova



A Petition to Preserve the Green Space at Lincoln Park - August 2015

The undersigned, as neighbors of Lincoln Park, parents of youth athletes, parents of Argenziano students,
and residents of Somerville, are writing to oppose the installation of a synthetic turgmtgl_l_%%%f}%iin

Lincoln Park, and instead request that the fields remain as grass turf. We believe thai%’syh= tie furf-ficlidks Sl
will change the character of the park and neighborhood in undesirable ways. We believe that the large
number of permitted events at Lincoln Park, in the absence of a comprehensive Ci@-ﬁﬁdﬁiﬁﬁﬁﬁ@' BFFIcE
meet current and future demand for field space, creates the appearance of a need for a Sytithetis et fierd

at Lincoln Park that has not been justified.

In particular, we believe that if a synthetic turf field is installed, the following will occur:*

1. It will dramatically change the Park’s character - Lincoln Park will lose the balance of uses that
Somerville residents have enjoyed for the park’s 120-year history. Many different people — young
athletes, picnickers, toddlers, teen and adult basketball players, dog walkers, and many others — can use
the park together. With the installation of a synthetic turf field, the park will become a defacto athletic
facility and programming at the field will increase further, crowding out the school and community uses

that give this park a unique and vibrant character.

2. There will be negative impacts on the neighborhood - Dawn to dusk athletic events will change the
surrounding neighborhood, turning one of the most densely packed and functional neighborhoods into a
parking lot for an athletic facility. We feel there are an inequitable number of uses at Lincoln Park and
the City has not adequately explored alternatives to the proposed artificial turf field, including

reallocating uses to the other parks in the City.

3. There will be possible health risks — Regular and extended play by school children, young athletes, and
residents on synthetic turf may expose them to potential health risks. While the verdict is out on the
chronic health risks associated with the infill materials that are typically used on synthetic t@&!]ds, we
do not want Somerville’s children to become unwitting participants in an epidemiological study. With
regard to acute health concerns, the higher temperatures on synthetic turf compared to natural grass are
well documented. Installing synthetic turf poses a greater risk of heat stress to the athletes and school
children that play on it during the hotter times of the day. Synthetic turf fields also contributes to the
“heat island” effect in a highly urbanized area, thus contributing to global warming. There are also valid
arguments to be made that synthetic turf will result in increased incidence of skin cuts and abrasions and
other impact injuries. The environmental fate and potential ecological risks associated with the use of

infill materials also warrant additional consideration.

4. There will be an irretrievable loss of open space and natural park land - If we Jose the grass, we will
lose one of the City’s largest remaining green open spaces. While there is always a temptation to fill up
spaces like this one with buildings or facilities, this is not a decision that a City as densely developed as
Somerville should be making lightly, especially in light of future development and growth in Union
Square. Furthermore, synthetic turf fields are not consistent with the Community Preservation Act, which
specifically precludes use of CPA funds to acquire artificial turf for athletic fields.

Please preserve this amazing neighborhood and city asset for Somerville’s current and future residents.

Name Address Ward | Signature
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A Petition to Preserve the Green Space at Lincoln Park - August 2015

outh athletes, parents of Argenziano students,

» are writing to oppose the installation of a synthetic turf athletic field in

Lincoln Park, and instead request that the fields remain as grass turf. We believe that synthetic turf fields

will change the character of the park and neighborhood in undesirable ways. We believe that the large
number of permitted events at Lincoln Park, in the absence of a comprehensive City-wide strategy to
meet current and future demand for field Space, creates the appearance of a need for a synthetic turf field

at Lincoln Park that has not been Jjustified.

In particular, we believe that if a synthetic turf field is installed, the following will occur:
I~

S
1. It will dramatically change the Park’s character - Lincoln Park will lose the balance of 4583 that &=
Somerville residents have enjoyed for the park’s 120-year history. Many different peopl%@L111g§§
athletes, picnickers, toddlers, teen and adult basketball players, dog walkers, and many otitess — cafflise
the park together. With the installation of a synthetic turf field, the park will become a dqﬁé?o athlggic
facility and programming at the field will increase further, crowding out the school and c;ﬁ,r:n;ﬁmnit)éuses

that give this park a unique and vibrant character. / T3
]

2. There will be negative impacts on the neichborhood - Dawn to dusk athletic events will fﬁangeahe
surrounding neighborhood. turning one of the most densely packed and functional neigh

P,

3. There will be possible health risks — Regular and extended play by school children, young athletes, and
residents on synthetic turf may expose them to potential health risks. While the verdict is out on the

chronic health risks associated with the infill materials that are typically used on synthetic turf fields, we
’s children to become unwitting participants in an epidemiological study. With

children that play on it durin g the hotter times of the day. Synthetic turf fields also contributes to the
“heat island” effect in a highly urbanized area, thus contributing to glo
arguments to be made that synthetic turf will result in increased incide

i ental fate and potential ecological risks associated with the use of

infill materials also warrant additional consideration.

4. There will be an jrretrievable loss of open space and natural park land - If we lose the grass, we will
lose one of the City’s largest remaining green open spaces. While there is always a temptation to fill up
spaces like this one with buildings or facilities, this is not a decision that a City as densely developed as
Somerville should be making lightly, especially in light of future development and growth in Union
Square. Furthermore, synthetic turf fields are not consistent with the Community Preservation Act, which

specifically precludes use of CPA funds to acquire artificial turf for athletic fields.

Please preserve this amazing neighborhood and city asset for Somerville’s current and future residents.

Name Address Ward | Signature
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A Petition to Preserve the Green Space at Lincoln Park - August 2015
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A Petition to Preserve the Green Space at Lincoln Park - Aufﬁst 2015
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A Petition to Preserve the Green Space at Lincoln Park - Au
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A Petition to Preserve the Green Space at Lincoln Park - August 2015
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A Petition to Preserve the Green Space at Lincoln Park - August 2015

Name Address Ward | Signature
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A Petition to Preserve the Green Space at Lincoln Park - August 2015
Name Address Ward | Signature
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A Petition to Preserve the Green Space at Lincoln Park - August 2015

Name Address Ward | Signature
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| Name Address Ward | Signature
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Name Address ] Ward | Signature —’
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A Petition to Preserve the Green Space at Lincoln Park - August 2015
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A Petition to Preserve the Green Space at Lincoln Park - August 2015

The undersigned, as neighbors of Lincoln Park, parents of youth athletes, parents of Argenziano students,
and residents of Somerville, are writing to oppose the installation of a synthetic turf athletic field in
Lincoln Park, and instead request that the fields remain as grass turf, We believe that synthetic turf fields
will change the character of the park and neighborhood in undesirable ways. We believe that the large
number of permitted events at Lincoln Park, in the absence of a comprehensive City-wide strategy to
meet current and future demand for field space, creates the appearance JHynerd fpa symthptig mprf field
at Lincoln Park that has not been justified.

e . : ) . - - LA CLERK'S OFFICE
In particular, we believe that if a synthetic turf field is installed, the fol]d%né%ﬁ%?%; MA

1. It will dramatically change the Park’s character - Lincoln Park will lose the balance of uses that -
Somerville residents have enjoyed for the park’s 120-year history. Many different people — young
athletes, picnickers, toddlers, teen and adult basketball players, dog walkers, and many others — can use
the park together. With the installation of a synthetic turf field, the park will become a defacto athletic
facility and programming at the field will increase further, crowding out the school and community uses

that give this park a unique and vibrant character.

2. There will be negative impacts on the neighborhood - Daswn to dusk athletic events will change the
surrounding neighborhood, turning one of the most densely packed and functional neighborhoods into a
parking lot for an athletic facility. We feel there are an inequitable number of uses at Lincoln Park and
the City has not adequately explored alternatives to the proposed artificial turf field, including

reallocating uses to the other parks in the City.

3. There will be possible health risks — Regular and extended play by school children, young athletes, and
residents on synthetic turf may expose them to potential health risks. While the verdict is out on the
chronic health risks associated with the infill materials that are typically used on synthetic turf fields, we
do not want Somerville’s children to become unwitting participants in an epidemiological study. With
regard to acute health concerns, the higher temperatures on synthetic turf compared to natural grass are
well documented. Installing synthetic turf poses a greater risk of heat stress to the athletes and school
children that play on it during the hotter times of the day. Synthetic turf fields also contributes to the
“heat island” effect in a highly urbanized area, thus contributing to global warming. There are also valid
arguments to be made that synthetic turf will result in increased incidence of skin cuts and abrasions and
other impact injuries. The environmental fate and potential ecological risks associated with the use of

infill materials also warrant additional consideration.

4. There will be an irretrievable loss of open space and natural park land - If we lose the grass, we will
lose one of the City’s largest remaining green open spaces. While there is always a temptation to fill up
spaces like this one with buildings or facilities, this is not a decision that a City as densely developed as
Somerville should be making lightly, especially in light of future development and growth in Union
Square. Furthermore, synthetic turf fields are not consistent with the Community Preservation Act, which
specifically precludes use of CPA funds to acquire artificial turf for athletic fields.

Please preserve this amazing neighborhood and city asset for Somerville’s current and future residents.
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A Petition to Preserve the Green Space at Lincoln Park - August 2015

The undersigned, as neighbors of Lincoln Park, parents of youth athletes, parents of Argenziano students,
and residents of Somerville, are writing to oppose the installation of a synthetic turf athletic field in
Lincoln Park, and instead request that the fields remain as grass turf. We believe that synthetic turf
fields will change the character of the park and neighborhood in undesiralfié waifs. Wie tedidve thak the
large number of permitted events at Lincoln Park, in the absence of a comprehensive City-wide strategy
to meet current and future demand for field space, creates the appearance.of g need for, etic turf
field at Lincoln Park that has not been justified. ”?ig j@“g gfi\l F;ﬁg}"t

In particular, we believe that if a synthetic turf field is installed, the following will occur:

1. It will dramatically change the Park’s character - Lincoln Park will lose the balance of uses that
Somerville residents have enjoyed for the park’s 120-year history. Many different people — young
athletes, picnickers, toddlers, teen and adult basketball players, dog walkers, and many others — can use
the park together. With the installation of a synthetic turf field, the park will become a defacto athletic
facility and programming at the field will increase further, crowding out the school and community uses

that give this park a unique and vibrant character.

2. There will be negative impacts on the neighborhood - Dawn to dusk athletic events will change the

surrounding neighborhood, turning one of the most densely packed and functional neighborhoods into a
parking lot for an athletic facility. We feel there are an inequitable number of uses at Lincoln Park and
the City has not adequately explored alternatives to the proposed artificial turf field, including

reallocating uses to the other parks in the City.

3. There will be possible health risks — Regular and extended play by school children, young athletes, and
residents on synthetic turf may expose them to potential health risks. While the verdict is out on the
chronic health risks associated with the infill materials that are typically used on synthetic turf fields, we
do not want Somerville’s children to become unwitting participants in an epidemiological study. With
regard to acute health concerns, the higher temperatures on synthetic turf compared to natural grass are
well documented. Installing synthetic turf poses a greater risk of heat stress to the athletes and school
children that play on it during the hotter times of the day. Synthetic turf fields also contributes to the
“heat island” effect in a highly urbanized area, thus contributing to global warming. There are also valid
arguments to be made that synthetic turf will result in increased incidence of skin cuts and abrasions and
other impact injuries. The environmental fate and potential ecological risks associated with the use of

infill materials also warrant additional consideration.

4. There will be an irretrievable loss of open space and natural park land - If we lose the grass, we will
lose one of the City’s largest remaining green open spaces. While there is always a temptation to fill up
spaces like this one with buildings or facilities, this is not a decision that a City as densely developed as
Somerville should be making lightly, especially in light of future development and growth in Union
Square. Furthermore, synthetic turf fields are not consistent with the Community Preservation Act, which
specifically precludes use of CPA funds to acquire artificial turf for athletic fields.

Please preserve this amazing neighborhood and city asset for Somerville’s current and future residents.

Name Address Ward | Signature
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A Petition to Preserve the Green Space at Lincoln Park - August 2015

Name Address

Ward | Signature
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A Petition to Preserve the Green Space at Lincoln Park - August 2015

The undersigned, as neighbors of Lincoln Park, parents of youth athletes, parents of Argenziano students,
and residents of Somerville, are writing to oppose the installation of a synthetic turf athletic field in
Lincoln Park, and instead request that the fields remain as grass turf. We believe that synthetic turf fields
will change the character of the park and neighborhood in undesirable ways. We believe 3 at the large
number of permitted events at Lincoln Park, in the absence of a compréhEnsti8 dify- wid z;r oy 1o
meet current and future demand for field space, creates the appearance of a need for a synthetic turf field

at Lincoln Park that has not been justified. T CLERHS DFHtE,
TR MERVILLE, MA

In particular, we believe that if a synthetic turf field is installed, the following will occur:

1. It will dramatically change the Park’s character - Lincoln Park will lose the balance of uses that
Somerville residents have enjoyed for the park’s 120-year history. Many different people ~ young
athletes, picnickers. toddlers, teen and adult basketball players. dog walkers, and many others — can use
the park together. With the installation of a synthetic turf field, the park will become a defacto athletic
facility and programming at the field will increase further, crowding out the school and community uses

that give this park a unique and vibrant character.

2. There will be negative impacts on the neighborhood - Dawn to dusk athletic events will change the
surrounding neighborhood. turning one of the most densely packed and functional neighborhoods into a
parking lot for an athletic facility. We feel there are an inequitable number of uses at Lincoln Park and
the City has not adequately explored alternatives to the proposed artificial turf field, including

reallocating uses to the other parks in the City. ,

3. There will be possible health risks — Regular and extended play by school children, young athletes, and
residents on synthetic turf may expose them to potential health risks. While the verdict is out on the
chronic health risks associated with the infill materials that are typically used on synthetic turf fields, we
do not want Somerville’s children to become unwitting participants in an epidemiological study. With
regard to acute health concerns, the higher temperatures on synthetic turf compared to natural grass are
well documented. Installing synthetic turf poses a greater risk of heat stress to the athletes and school
children that play on it during the hotter times of the day. Synthetic turf fields also contributes to the
“heat island” effect in a highly urbanized area, thus contributing to global warming. There are also valid
arguments to be made that synthetic turf will result in increased incidence of skin cuts and abrasions and
other impact injuries. The environmental fate and potential ecological risks associated with the use of

infill materials also warrant additional consideration.

4. There will be an irretrievable loss of open space and natural park land - If we lose the grass, we will
lose one of the City’s largest remaining green open spaces. While there is always a temptation to fill up
spaces like this one with buildings or facilities, this is not a decision that a City as densely developed as
Somerville should be making lightly, especially in light of future development and growth in Union
Square. Furthermore, synthetic turf fields are not consistent with the Community Preservation Act, which

specifically precludes use of CPA funds to acquire artificial turf for athletic fields.

Please preserve this amazing neighborhood and city asset for Somerville's current and future residents.

Name - Address Ward | Signature
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A Petition to Preserve the Green Space at Lincoln Park - August 2015

The undersigned, as neighbors of Lincoln.Park, parents of youth athletes, parents of Argenziano students,
and residents of Somerville, are writing to oppose the installation of a synthetic turf athletic field in
Lincoln Park, and instead request that the fields remain as grass turf. We believe that synthetic turf fields
will change the character of the park and neighborhood in undesirable ways. We believe that the large
number of permjtted events at Lincoln Park, in the absence of a comprehensive City-wide strategy to
meet current and future demand for field space, creates the appeara@§tjof 4fhele@ fof fnthtic turf field

at Lincoln Park that has not been justified.

Z £
In particular, we believe that if a synthetic turf field is installed, the('f'oglp % P QQ&Q‘&‘

1. It will dramatically change the Park’s character - Lincoln Park will lose the balance of uses that
Somerville residents have enjoyed for the park’s 120-year history. Many different people — young
athletes, picnickers, toddlers, teen and adult basketball players, dog walkers, and many others — can use
the park together. With the installation of a synthetic turf field, the park will become a defacto athletic
facility and programming at the field will increase further, crowding out the school and community uses

that give this park a unique and vibrant character.

2. There will be negative impacts on the neighborhood - Dawn to dusk athletic events will change the
surrounding neighborhood, turning one of the most densely packed and functional neighborhoods into a
parking lot for an athletic facility. We feel there are an inequitable number of uses at Lincoln Park and
the City has not adequately explored alternatives to the proposed artificial turf field, including

reallocating uses to the other parks in the City.

3. There will be possible health risks — Regular and extended play by school children, young athletes, and
residents on synthetic turf may expose them to potential health risks. While the verdict is out on the
chronic health risks associated with the infill materials that are typically used on synthetic turf fields, we
do not want Somerville’s children to become unwitting participants in an epidemiological study. With
regard to acute health concerns, the higher temperatures on synthetic turf compared to natural grass are
well documented. Installing synthetic turf poses a greater risk of heat stress to the athletes and school
children that play on it during the hotter times of the day. Synthetic turf fields also contributes to the
“heat island” effect in a highly urbanized area, thus contributing to global warming. There are also valid
arguments to be made that synthetic turf will result in increased incidence of skin cuts and abrasions and
other impact injuries. The environmental fate and potential ecological risks associated with the use of

infill materials also warrant additional consideration.

4, There will be an irretrievable loss of open space and natural park land - If we lose the grass, we will
lose one of the City’s largest remaining green open spaces. While there is always a temptation to fill up
spaces like this one with buildings or facilities, this is not a decision that a City as densely developed as
Somerville should be making lightly, especially in light of future development and growth in Union
Square. Furthermore, synthetic turf fields are not consistent with the Community Preservation Act, which

specifically precludes use of CPA funds to acquire artificial turf for athletic fields.

Please preserve this amazing neighborhood and city asset for Somerville’s current and future residents.
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A Petition to Preserve the Green Space at Lincoln Park - August 2015

The undersigned, as neighbors of Lincoln Park, parents of youth athletes, parents of Argenziano students,
and residents of Somerville, are writing to oppose the installation of a synthetic turf athletic field in
Lincoln Park, and instead request that the fields remain as grass turf. We believe that synthetic turf fields
will change the character of the park and neighborhood in undesirable ways. We believe that the large
number of permitted events at Lincoln Park, in the absence of a comprehensive City-wide strategy to
meet current and future demand for field space, creates the appearance off) fegdfol & syﬁﬁf1&ic§ﬁfﬁe]d

at Lincoln Park that has not been justified.
FRK' IBE.
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1. It will dramatically change the Park’s character - Lincoln Park will Jose the balance of uses that
Somerville residents have enjoyed for the park’s 120-year history. Many different people — young
athletes. picnickers. toddlers, teen and adult basketbail players, dog walkers, and many others — can use
the park together. With the installation of a synthetic turf field, the park will become a defacto athletic
facility and programming at the field will increase further, crowding out the school and community uses

that give this park a unique and vibrant character.

2. There will be negative impacts on the neighborhood - Dawn to dusk athletic events will change the
surrounding neighborhood. turning one of the most densely packed and functional neighborhoods into a
parking lot for an athletic facility. We feel there are an inequitable number of uses at Lincoln Park and
the City has not adequately explored alternatives to the proposed artificial turf field, including
reallocating uses to the other parks in the City.

3. There will be possible health risks — Regular and extended play by school children, young athletes, and
residents on svnthetic turf may expose them to potential health risks. While the verdict is out on the
chronic health risks associated with the infill materials that are typically used on synthetic turf fields, we
do not want Somerville’s children to become unwitting participants in an epidemiological study. With
regard to acute health concerns, the higher temperatures on synthetic turf compared to natural grass are
well documented. Installing synthetic turf poses a greater risk of heat stress to the athletes and school
children that play on it during the hotter times of the day. Synthetic turf fields also contributes to the
“heat island” effect in a highly urbanized area, thus contributing to global warming. There are also valid
arguments to be made that synthetic turf will result in increased incidence of skin cuts and abrasions and
other impact injuries. The environmental fate and potential ecological risks associated with the use of

infill materials also warrant additional consideration.

4. There will be an irretrievable loss of open space and natural park land - If we lose the grass, we will
lose one of the City’s largest remaining green open spaces. While there is always a temptation to fill up
spaces like this one with buildings or facilities, this is not a decision that a City as densely developed as
Somerville should be making lightly, especially in light of future development and growth in Union
Square. Furthermore, synthetic turf fields are not consistent with the Community Preservation Act, which
specifically precludes use of CPA funds to acquire artificial turf for athletic fields.

Please preserve this amazing neighborhood and city asset for Somerville's current and future residents.

Name Address .Ward | Signature
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A Petition to Preserve the Green Space at Lincoln Park - August 2015

The undersigned, as neighbors of Lincoln Park, parents of youth athletes, parents of Argenziano students,
and residents of Somerville, are writing to oppose the installation of a synthetic turf athletic field in
Lincoln Park, and instead request that the fields remain as grass turf. We believe, that yngbe@: thufR fields
will change the character of the park and neighborhood in undesirable waﬁ%j\)\"f‘éf 'ez}ieve that the large

number of permitted events at Lincoln Park, in the absence of a comprehensive City-wide str: ?E} to
%Eﬂ‘»e Al field

meet current and future demand for field space, creates the appearance of & qu{fgggﬁy
at Lincoln Park that has not been justified. SIMERY L

In particular, we believe that if a synthetic turf field is installed, the following will occur:

1. It will dramatically change the Park’s character - Lincoln Park will lose the balance of uses that
Somerville residents have enjoyed for the park’s 120-year history. Many different people — young
athletes, picnickers, toddlers, teen and adult basketball players, dog walkers, and many others — can use
the park together. With the installation of a synthetic turf field, the park will become a defacto athletic
facility and programming at the field will increase further, crowding out the school and community uses

that give this park a unique and vibrant character.

2. There will be negative impacts on the neighborhood - Dawn to dusk athletic events will change the

~ surrounding neighborhood, turning one of the most densely packed and functional neighborhoods into a
parking lot for an athletic facility. We feel there are an inequitable number of uses at Lincoln Park and
the City has not adequately explored alternatives to the proposed artificial turf field, including

reallocating uses to the other parks in the City.

3. There will be possible health risks — Regular and extended play by school children, young athletes, and
residents on synthetic turf may expose them to potential health risks. While the verdict is out on the
chronic health risks associated with the infill materials that are typically used on synthetic turf fields, we
do not want Somerville’s children to become unwitting participants in an epidemiological study. With
regard to acute health concerns, the higher temperatures on synthetic turf compared to natural grass are
well documented. Installing synthetic turf poses a greater risk of heat stress to the athletes and school
children that play on it during the hotter times of the day. Synthetic turf fields also contributes to the
“heat island” effect in a highly urbanized area, thus contributing to global warming. There are also valid
arguments to be made that synthetic turf will result in increased incidence of skin cuts and abrasions and
other impact injuries. The environmental fate and potential ecological risks associated with the use of

infill materials also warrant additional consideration.

“4: There will be an irretrievable loss of open space and natural park land - If we lose the grass, we will
lose one of the City’s largest remaining green open spaces. While there is always a temptation to fill up
spaces like this one with buildings or facilities, this is not a decision that a City as densely developed as
Somerville should be making lightly, especially in light of future development'and growth in Union
Square. Furthermore, synthetic turf fields are not consistent with the Comnunity Preservation Act, which
specifically precludes use of CPA funds to acquire artificial turf for athletic fields.. "

Please preserve this amazing neighborhood and city asset for Somerville’s current and future residents.
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A Petition to Preserve the Green Space at Lincoln Park - August 2015

The undersigned, as neighbors of Lincoln Park, parents of youth athletes, parents of Argenziano students,
and residents of Somerville, are writing to oppose the installation of a synthetic turf athletic field in
Lincoln Park, and instead request that the fields remain as grass turf. We believe that synthetic turf
fields will change the character of the park and neighborhood in undesirable ways. We believe that the
large number of permitted events at Lincoln Park, in the absence of a comprehei{iiye XC#y-Gde ERtalgeyh 8
to meet current and future demand for field space, creates the appearance of a need for a synthetic turf

field at Lincoln Park that has not been justified. . s
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In particular, we believe that if a synthetic turf field is installed, the following willeeur, ¥ --E - F1#-

1. It will dramatically change the Park’s character - Lincoln Park will lose the balance of uses that
Somerville residents have enjoyed for the park’s 120-year history. Many different people — young
athletes, picnickers, toddlers, teen and adult basketball players, dog walkers, and many others — can use
the park together. With the installation of a synthetic turf field, the park will become a defacto athletic
facility and programming at the field will increase further, crowding out the school and community uses

that give this park a unique and vibrant character.

2. There will be negative impacts on the neighborhood - Dawn to dusk athletic events will change the
surrounding neighborhood, turning one of the most densely packed and functional neighborhoods into a
parking lot for an athletic facility. We feel there are an inequitable number of uses at Lincoln Park and
the City has not adequately explored alternatives to the proposed artificial turf field, including

reallocating uses to the other parks in the City.

3, There will be possible health risks — Regular and extended play by school children, young athletes, and
residents on synthetic turf may expose them to potential health risks. While the verdict is out on the
chronic health risks associated with the infill materials that are typically used on synthetic turf fields, we
do not want Somerville’s children to become unwitting participants in an epidemiological study. With
regard to acute health concerns, the higher temperatures on synthetic turf compared to natural grass are
well documented. Installing synthetic turf poses a greater risk of heat stress to the athletes and school
children that play on it during the hotter times of the day. Synthetic turf fields also contributes to the
“heat island” effect in a highly urbanized area, thus contributing to global warming. There are also valid
arguments to be made that synthetic turf will result in increased incidence of skin cuts and abrasions and
other impact injuries. The environmental fate and potential ecological risks associated with the use of

infill materials also warrant additional consideration.

4. There will be an irretrievable loss of open space and natural park land - If we lose the grass, we will
lose one of the City’s largest remaining green open spaces. While there is always a temptation to fill up
spaces like this one with buildings or facilities, this is not a decision that a City as densely developed as
Somerville should be making lightly, especially in light of future development and growth in Union
Square. Furthermore, synthetic turf fields are not consistent with the Community Preservation Act, which

specifically precludes use of CPA funds to acquire artificial turf for athletic fields.

Please preserve this amazing neighborhood and city asset for Somerville’s current and future residents.

Name Address Ward | Signature
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A Petition to Preserve the Green Space at Lincoln Park - August 2015

The undersigned, as neighbors of Lincoln Park, parents of youth athletes, parents of Argenziano students,
and residents of Somerville, are writing to oppose the installation of a synthetic turf athletic field in
Lincoln Park, and instead request that the fields remain as grass turf. We believe that synthetic turf fields
will change the character of the park and neighborhood in undesirable ways. We believe that the large
number of permitted events at Lincoln Park, in the absence of a comprehensive Ci%ﬁvidgﬁtﬂ‘a@g}m 2:
meet current and future demand for field space, creates the appearance of a need for a synthetic turf field
t Linc k th justified. 5
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In particular, we believe that if a synthetic turf field is installed, the following will occtir:
1. It will dramatically change the Park’s character - Lincoln Park will lose the balance of uses that
Somerville residents have enjoyed for the park’s 120-year history. Many different people — young
athletes, picnickers, toddlers, teen and adult basketball players, dog walkers, and many others — can use
the park together. With the installation of a synthetic turf field, the park will become a defacto athletic
facility and programming at the field will increase further, crowding out the school and comm unity uses

that give this park a unique and vibrant character.

2. There will be negative impacts on the neighborhood - Dawn to dusk athletic events will change the
surrounding neighborhood., turning one of the most densely packed and functional neighborhoods into a
parking lot for an athletic facility. We feel there are an inequitable number of uses at Lincoln Park and
the City has not adequately explored alternatives to the proposed artificial turf field, including

reallocating uses to the other parks in the City.

3. There will be possible health risks — Regular and extended play by school children, young athletes, and
residents on synthetic turf may expose them to potential health risks. While the verdict is out on the
chronic health risks associated with the infill materials that are typically used on synthetic turf fields, we
do not want Somerville’s children to become unwitting participants in an epidemiological study. With
regard to acute health concerns, the higher temperatures on synthetic turf compared to natural grass are
well documented. Installing synthetic turf poses a greater risk of heat stress to the athletes and school
children that play on it during the hotter times of the day. Synthetic turf fields also contributes to the
“heat island” effect in a highly urbanized area, thus contributing to global warming. There are also valid
arguments to be made that synthetic turf will result in increased incidence of skin cuts and abrasions and
other impact injuries. The environmental fate and potential ecological risks associated with the use of

infill materials also warrant additional consideration.

4. There will be an irretrievable loss of open space and natural park land - If we lose the grass, we will
lose one of the City’s largest remaining green open spaces. While there is always a temptation to fill up
spaces like this one with buildings or facilities, this is not a decision that a City as densely developed as
Somerville should be making lightly, especially in light of future development and growth in Union
Square. Furthermore, synthetic turf fields are not consistent with the Community Preservation Act, which
specifically precludes use of CPA funds to acquire artificial turf for athletic fields.

Please preserve this amazing neighborhood and city asset for Somerville’s current and future residents.
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The undersigned, as neighbors of Lincoln Park, parents of youth athletes, parents of Argenziano students,
and residents of Somerville, are writing to oppose the installation of a synthetic turf athletic field in
Lincoln Park, and instead request that the fields remain as grass turf. We believe that synthetic turf fields
will change the character of the park and neighborhood in undesirable ways. We believe that the large
number of permitted events at Lincoln Park, in the absence of a comprehensiyg City-wide strategy to
meet current and future demand for field space, creates the appearance of a i@i i%%a E_alth%%icffﬁré géld
at Lincoln Park that has not been justified.
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In particular, we believe that if a synthetic turf field is installed, the following $@HadeMtl. LE. MA

1. It will dramatically change the Park’s character - Lincoln Park will lose the balance of uses that
Somerville residents have enjoyed for the park’s 120-year history. Many different people — young
athletes, picnickers, toddlers, teen and adult basketball players, dog walkers, and many others — can use
the park together. With the installation of a synthetic turf field, the park will become a defacto athletic
facility and programming at the field will increase further, crowding out the school and community uses

that give this park a unique and vibrant character.

2. There will be negative impacts on the neighborhood - Dawn to dusk athletic events will change the
surrounding neighborhood, turning one of the most densely packed and functional neighborhoods into a
parking lot for an athletic facility. We feel there are an inequitable number of uses at Lincoln Park and
the City has not adequately explored alternatives to the proposed artificial turf field, including

reallocating uses to the other parks in the City.

3. There will be possible health risks — Regular and extended play by school children, young athletes, and
residents on synthetic turf may expose them to potential health risks. While the verdict is out on the
chronic health risks associated with the infili materiais that are typicaily used on synthetic turf fieids, we
do not want Somerville’s children to become unwitting participants in an epidemiological study. With
regard to acute health concerns, the higher temperatures on synthetic turf compared to natural grass are
well documented. Installing synthetic turf poses a greater risk of heat stress to the athletes and school
children that play on it during the hotter times of the day. Synthetic turf fields also contributes to the
“heat island” effect in a highly urbanized area, thus contributing to global warming. There are also valid
arguments to be made that synthetic turf will result in increased incidence of skin cuts and abrasions and
other impact injuries. The environmental fate and potential ecological risks associated with the use of

infill materials also warrant additional consideration.

4, There will be an irretrievable loss of open space and natural park land - If we lose the grass, we will

lose one of the City’s largest remaining green open spaces. While there is always a temptation to fill up
spaces like this one with buildings or facilities, this is not a decision that a City as densely developed as
Somerville should be making lightly, especially in light of future development and growth in Union
Square. Furthermore, synthetic turf fields are not consistent with the Community Preservation Act, which .

specifically precludes use of CPA funds to acquire artificial turf for athletic fields.

Please preserve this amazing neighborhood and city asset for Somerville’s current and future residents.
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A Petition to Preserve the Green Space at Lincoln Park - August 2015

The undersigned, as neighbors of Lincoln Park, parents of youth athletes, parents of Argenziano students,
and residents of Somerville, are writing to oppose the installation of a synthetic turf athletic field in
Lincoln Park, and instead request that the ficlds remain as grass turf. We believe that synthetic turf fields
will change the character of the park and neighborhood in undesirable ways. We believe that the large
number of permitted events at Lincoln Park, in the absence of a comprehensive City-wide strategy to
meet current and future demand for field space, creates the appepincd 16f § Qeef¥ofda Hthetic turf field
at Lincoln Park that has not been justified.
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In particular, we believe that if a synthetic turf field is ll‘lSYaHEd,[ﬂI]% : l%;%qg: @gﬂ%ﬁr

1. It will dramatically change the Park’s character - Lincoln Park will Jose the balance of uses that
Somerville residents have enjoyed for the park’s 120-year history. Many different people — young
athletes, picnickers, toddlers, teen and adult basketball players, dog walkers, and many others — can use
the park together. With the installation of a synthetic turf field, the park will become a defacto athletic
facility and programming at the field will increase further, crowding out the school and community uses

that give this park a unique and vibrant character.

2. There will be negative impacts on the neighborhood - Dawn to dusk athlctic cvents will change the
surrounding neighborhood, turning one of the most densely packed and functional neighborhoods info a
parking lot for an athletic facility. We feel there are an inequitable number of uses at Lincoln Park and
the City has not adequately explored alternatives to the proposed artificial turf field, including

reallocating uses to the other parks in the City.

3. There will be possible health risks — Regular and extended play by school children, young athletes, and
residents on synthetic turf may expose them to potential health risks. While the verdict is out on'the
chronic health risks associated with the infill materials that are typically used on synthetic turf fields, we
do not want Somerville’s children to become unwitting participants in an epidemiological study. With
regard to acute health concerns, the higher temperatures on synthetic turf compared to natural grass are
well documented. Installing synthetic turf poses a greater risk of heat stress to the athletes and school
children that play on it during the hotter times of the day. Synthetic turf fields also contributes to the
“heat island” effect in a highly urbanized area, thus contributing to global warming, There are also valid
arguments to be made that synthetic turf will result in increased incidence of skin cuts and abrasions and
other impact injuries. The environmental fate and potential ecological risks associated with the use of
infill materials also warrant additional consideration. .

S

4 There will be an irretrievable loss of open space and natural park land - If we lose the grass, we will
lose one of the City’s largest remaining green open spaces. While there is always a temptation to fill up
spaces like this one with buildings or facilities, this is not a decision that a City as densely developed as
Somerville should be making lightly, especially in light of future development and growth in Union
Square. Furthermore, synthetic turf fields are not consistent with the Community Preservation Act, which
specifically precludes use of CPA funds to acquire artificial turf for athletic fields.

Please preserve this amazing neighborhood and city asset for Somerville’s current and future residents.
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A Petition to Preserve the Green Space at Lincoln Park - August 2015

The undersigned, as neighbors of Lincoln Park, parents of youth athlctes, parents of Argenziano students,
and residents of Somerville. are writing to oppose the installation of a synthetic turf athletic ficld in
Lincoln Park. and instead request that the fields remain as grass turf. We believe that synthetic turf fields
will change the character of the park and neighborhood in undesirable ways. We. believe that the large
number of permitted events at Lincoln Park, in the absence of a comprehensive City-wide strategy to

meet current and future demand for field space, creates the appearance of a need fgft{§ syndifd tfiF fRIARY

at Lincoln Park that has not been justified.

In particular, we believe that if a synthetic turf field is installed, the following willc é%{%{gg%g Ejﬁ !S?f.]i{iﬂE

1. Tt will dramatically change the Park’s character - Lincoln Park will lose the balance of uses that
Somerville residents have enjoyed for the park’s 120-vear history. Many different people — young
athletes, picnickers, toddlers, teen and adult basketball plavers, dog walkers. and many others — can use
the park together. With the installation of a synthetic turf field, the park will become a defacto athletic
facility and programming at the field will increase further, crowding out the school and community uses
that give this park a unique and vibrant character.

2. There will be negative impacts on the neighborhood - Dawn to dusk athletic events will change the
surrounding neighborhood. turning one of the most densely packed and functional neighborhoods into a
parking lot for an athletic facility. We feel there are an inequitable number of uses at Lincoln Park and
the City has not adequately explored alternatives to the proposed artificial turf field, including

reallocating uses to the other parks in the City.

residents on svnthetic turf may expose them to potential health risks. While the verdict is out on the
chronic health risks associated with the infill materials that are typically used on synthetic turf fields, we
do not want Somerville’s children to become unwitting participants in an epidemiological study. With
regard to acute health concerns, the higher temperatures on synthetic turf compared to natural grass are
well documented. Installing synthetic turf poses a greater risk of heat stress to the athletes and school
children that play on it during the hotter times of the day. Synthetic turf fields also contributes to the
“heat island” effect in a highly urbanized area, thus contributing to global warming. There are also valid
arguments to be made that synthetic turf will result in increased incidence of skin cuts and abrasions and
other impact injuries. The environmental fate and potential ecological risks associated with the use of

infill materials also warrant additional consideration.

4. There will be an irretrievable loss of open space and natural park land - If we lose the grass, we will
lose one of the City’s largest remaining green open spaces. While there is always a temptation to fill up
spaces like this one with buildings or facilities, this is not a decision that a City as densely devcloped as
Somerville should be making lightly, especially in light of future development and growth in Union
Square. Furthermore, synthctic turf ficlds are not consistent with the Community Preservation Act, which
specifically precludes use of CPA funds to acquire artificial turf for athletic fields.

Please preserve this amazing neighborhood and city asset for Somerville’s current and future residents.

Name Address Ward | Signature
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A Petition to Preserve the Green Space at Lincoln Park - August 2015

The undersigned, as neighbors of Lincoln Park, parents of youth athletes, parents of Argenziano students,

and residents of Somerville, are writing to oppose the installation of a synthetﬁwh 5‘[ @
Lincoln Park, and instead request that the fields remain as grass turf. We believe nt et:b tu fis;%s
will change the character of the park and neighborhood in undesirable ways. We believe that the large
number of permitted events at Lincoln Park, in the absence of a comprelensivel @W“hfd‘%’lﬁa&gﬁ OF

meet current and future demand for field space, creates the appearance of a needfor's Evfithefic fd#f field
at Lincoln Park that has not been justified. .

In particular, we believe that if a synthetic turf field is installed, the following will occur:

I. It will dramatically change the Park’s character - Lincoln Park will lose the balance of uses that
Somerville residents have enjoyed for the park’s 120-year history. Many different people — young
athletes, picnickers, toddlers, teen and adult basketball players, dog walkers, and many others — can use
the park together. With the installation of a synthetic turf field, the park will become a defacto athletic
facility and programming at the field will increase further, crowding out the school and community uses

that give this park a unique and vibrant character.

2. There will be negative impacts on the neighborhood - Dawn to dusk athletic events will change the
surrounding neighborhood. turning one of the most densely packed and functional neighborhoods into a
parking lot for an athletic facility. We feel there are an inequitable number of uses at Lincoln Park and
the City has not adequately explored alternatives to the proposed artificial turf field, including

reallocating uses to the other parks in the City.

3. There will be possible health risks — Regular and extended play by school children, young athletes, and
residents on synthetic turf may expose them to potential health risks. While the verdict is out on the
chronic health risks associated with the infill materials that are typically used on synthetic turf fields, we
do not want Somerville’s children to become unwitting participants in an epidemiological study. With
regard to acute health concerns, the higher temperatures on synthetic turf compared to natural grass are
well documented. Installing synthetic turf poses a greater risk of heat stress to the athletes and school
children that play on it during the hotter times of the day. Synthetic turf fields also contributes to the
“heat island” effect in a highly urbanized area, thus contributing to global warming. There are also valid
arguments to be made that synthetic turf will result in increased incidence of skin cuts and abrasions and
other impact injuries. The environmental fate and potential ecological risks associated with the use of

infill materials also warrant additional consideration.

4. There will be an irretrievable loss of open space and natural park land - If we lose the grass, we will
lose one of the City’s largest remaining green open spaces. While there is always a temptation to fill up
spaces like this one with buildings or facilities, this is not a decision that a City as densely developed as
Somerville should be making lightly, especially in light of future development and growth in Union
Square. Furthermore, synthetic turf fields are not consistent with the Community Preservation Act, which

specifically precludes use of CPA funds to acquire artificial turf for athletic fields.

Please preserve this amazing neighborhood and city asset for Somerville’s current and future residents.
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A Petition to Preserve the Green Space at Lincoln Park - August 2015

Address Ward | Signature
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A Petition to Preserve the Green Space at Lincoln Park - August 2015

The undersigned, as neighbors of Lincoln Park, parents of youth athletes, parents of Argenziano students,

and residents of Somerville, are writing to oppose the installation of a synthetic turf athletic field in

Lincoln Park, and instead request that the fields remain as grass turf. We believe that synthetic turf fields

will change the character of the park and neighborhood in undesirable ways. We belﬁm\ﬂw{i t@q]ar@ i7: 50
number of permitted events at Lincoln Park, in the absence of a comprehensive City wWide strategy to

meet current and future demand for field space, creates the appearance of a need for a syntheticrt}ér% ﬁba&L_dF CE

at Lincoln Park that has not been justified. 7Y CLER F M‘i‘
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In particular, we believe that if a synthetic turf field is installed, the following will occur:

1. It will dramatically change the Park’s character - Lincoln Park will lose the balance of uses that
Somerville residents have enjoyed for the park’s 120-year history. Many different people — young
athletes, picnickers, toddlers, teen and adult basketball players. dog walkers, and many others — can use
the park together. With the installation of a synthetic turf field, the park will become a defacto athletic
facility and programming at the field will increase further, crowding out the school and community uses

that give this park a unique and vibrant character.

2. There will be negative impacts on the neighborhood - Dawn to dusk athletic events will change the
surrounding neighborhood, turning one of the most densely packed and functional neighborhoods into a
parking lot for an athletic facility. We feel there are an inequitable number of uses at Lincoln Park and
the City has not adequately explored alternatives to the proposed artificial turf field, including

reallocating uses to the other parks in the City.

3. There will be possible health risks — Regular and extended play by school children, young athletes, and
residents on synthetic turf may expose them to potential health risks. While the verdict is out on the
chronic health risks associated with the infill materials that are typically used on synthetic turf fields, we
do not want Somerville’s children to become unwitting participants in an epidemiological study. With
regard to acute health concerns, the higher temperatures on synthetic turf compared to natural grass are
well documented. Installing synthetic turf poses a greater risk of heat stress to the athletes and school
children that play on it during the hotter times of the day. Synthetic turf fields also contributes to the
“heat island” effect in a highly urbanized area, thus contributing to global warming. There are also valid
arguments to be made that synthetic turf will result in increased incidence of skin cuts and abrasions and
other impact injuries. The environmental fate and potential ecological risks associated with the use of

infill materials also warrant additional consideration.

4. There will be an irretrievable loss of open space and natural park land - If we lose the grass, we will
lose one of the City’s largest remaining green open spaces. While there is always a temptation to fill up
spaces like this one with buildings or facilities, this is not a decision that a City as densely developed as
Somerville should be making lightly, especially in light of future development and growth in Union
Square. Furthermore, synthetic turf fields are not consistent with the Community Preservation Act, which

specifically precludes use of CPA funds to acquire artificial turf for athletic fields.

Please preserve this amazing neighborhood and city asset for Somerville’s current and future residents.

Name Address Ward | Signature
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A Petition to Preserve the Green Space at Lincoln Park - August 2015

e
The undersigned, as neighbors of Lincoln Park, parents of youth athletes, parents of Argenziano students,
and residents of Somerville, are writing to oppose the installation of a synthetic turf athletic field in
Lincoln Park, and instead request that the fields remain as grass turf. W. Ef &Wé t Syat tl%‘ﬁgrf field
will change the character of the park and neighborhood in undesn’able elieve that t large
number of permitted events at Lincoln Park, in the absence of a comprehensive City-wide strategy to
meet current and future demand for field space, creates the appearance ¢f a'ne@td Ee:#a% fHelid turf field

at Lincoln Park that has not been justified. SOMERVILLE, MA
In particular, we believe that if a synthetic turf field is installed, the following will occur:

1. It will dramatically change the Park’s character - Lincoln Park will lose the balance of uses that
Somerville residents have enjoyed for the park’s 120-year history. Many different people — young
athletes, picnickers, toddlers, teen and adult basketball players, dog walkers, and many others — can use
the park together. With the installation of a synthetic turf field, the park will become a defacto athletic
facility and programming at the field will increase further, crowding out the school and community uses

that give this park a unique and vibrant character.

2. There will be negative impacts on the neighborhood - Dawn to dusk athletic events will change the
surrounding neighborhood. turning one of the most densely packed and functional neighborhoods into a
parking lot for an athletic facility. We feel there are an inequitable number of uses at Lincoln Park and
the City has not adequately explored alternatives to the proposed artificial turf field, including

reallocating uses to the other parks in the City.

3. There will be possible health risks — Regular and extended play by school children, young athletes, and
residents on synthetic turf may expose them to potential health risks. While the verdict is out on the
chronic health risks associated with the infill materials that are typically used on synthetic turf fields, we
do not want Somerville’s children to become unwitting participants in an epidemiological study. With
regard to acute health concerns, the higher temperatures on synthetic turf compared to natural grass are
well documented. Installing synthetic turf poses a greater risk of heat stress to the athletes and school
children that play on it during the hotter times of the day. Synthetic turf fields also contributes to the
“heat island™ effect in a highly urbanized area, thus contributing to global warming. There are also valid
arguments to be made that synthetic turf will result in increased incidence of skin cuts and abrasions and
other impact injuries. The environmental fate and potential ecological risks associated with the use of

infill materials also warrant additional consideration.

4. There will be an irretrievable loss of open space and natural park land - If we lose the grass, we will
lose one of the City's largest remaining green open spaces. While there is always a temptation to fill up
spaces like this one with buildings or fac111tles_ this is not a decision that a City as densely developed as
Somerville should be making lightly, especially in light of future development and growth in Union
Square. Furthermore, synthetic turf fields are not consistent with the Community Preservation Act, which
specifically precludes use of CPA funds to acquire artificial turf for athletic fields.

Please preserve this amazing neighborhood and city asset for Somerville’s current and future residents.
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A Petition to Preserve the Green Space at Lincoln Park - August 2015

The undersigned, as neighbors of Lincoln Park, parents of youth athletes, parents of Argenziano students,
and residents of Somerville, are writing to oppose the installation of a synthetic turt athletic field in

Lincoln Park, and instead request that the fields remain as grass turf. We belig@ Lﬁjagﬁ}m‘ ticetyrf] ﬁe@tﬁ
will change the character of the park and neighborhood in undesirable ways elieve that t Iarge

number of permitted events at Lincoln Park, in the absence of a comprehensive City-wide strategy to
meet current and future demand for field space, creates the appearance of a REGE;lifbf ef' ﬂ’r&tm ﬂﬁ“? ffefld
| “' ” :'. s nM

at Lincoln Park that has not been justified.

In particular, we believe that if a synthetic turf field is installed, the following will occur:

1. It will dramatically change the Park’s character - Lincoln Park will lose the balance of uses that
Somerville residents have enjoved for the park’s 120-year history. Many different people — young
athletes, picnickers, toddlers, teen and adult basketball players, dog walkers, and many others — can use
the park together. With the installation of a synthetic turf field, the park will become a defacto athletic
facility and programming at the field will increase further, crowding out the school and community uses

that give this park a unique and vibrant character.

2. There will be negative impacts on the neighborhood - Dawn to dusk athletic events will change the
surrounding neighborhood, turning one of the most densely packed and functional neighborhoods into a
parking lot for an athletic facility. We feel there are an inequitable number of uses at Lincoln Park and
the City has not adequately explored alternatives to the proposed artificial turf field, including

reallocating uses to the other parks in the City.

3. There will be possible health risks —~ Regular and extended play by school children, young athletes, and
residents on synthetic turf may expose them to potential health risks. While the verdict is out on the
chronic health risks associated with the infill materials that are typically used on synthetic turf fields, we
do not want Somerville’s children to become unwitting participants in an epidemiological study. With
regard to acute health concerns, the higher temperatures on synthetic turf compared to natural grass are
well documented. Installing synthetic turf poses a greater risk of heat stress to the athletes and school
children that play on it during the hotter times of the day. Synthetic turf fields also contributes to the
“heat island™ effect in a highly urbanized area, thus contributing to global warming. There are also valid
arguments to be made that synthetic turf will result in increased incidence of skin cuts and abrasions and
other impact injuries. The environmental fate and potential ecological risks associated with the use of

infill materials also warrant additional consideration.

4, There will be an irretrievable loss of open space and natural park land - If we lose the grass, we will
lose one of the City’s largest remaining green open spaces. While there is always a temptation to fill up
spaces like this one with buildings or facilities, this is not a decision that a City as densely developed as
Somerville should be making lightly, especially in light of future development and growth in Union
Square. Furthermore, synthetic turf fields are not consistent with the Community Preservation Act, which

specifically precludes use of CPA funds to acquire artificial turf for athletic fields.

Please preserve this amazing neighborhood and city asset for Somerville’s current and future residents.
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A Petition to Preserve the Green Space at Lincoln Park - August 2015

The undersigned, as neighbors of Lincoln Park, parents of youth athletes. parents of Argenziano students,

and residents of Somerville, are writing to oppose the installation of a Sﬂj et}c turf athletic field in
Lincoln Park, and instead request that the fields remain as grass turf. W &5 A syERhetic@af fields

will change the character of the park and neighborhood in undesirable ways. We believe that tlte large

number of permitted events at Lincoln Park, in the absence of a comprehensive &iﬁgv@dﬁr&iﬂiﬁg}f to
meet current and future demand for field space, creates the appearance of & HegF0y @ggfpﬁbm turf field

at Lincoln Park that has not been justified.
In particular, we believe that if a synthetic turf field is installed, the following will occur:

1. It will dramatically change the Park’s character - Lincoln Park will lose the balance of uses that
Somerville residents have enjoyed for the park’s 120-year history. Many different people — young
athletes. picnickers, toddlers, teen and adult basketball players, dog walkers, and many others — can use
the park together. With the installation of a synthetic turf field, the park will become a defacto athletic
facility and programming at the field will increase further, crowding out the school and community uses

that give this park a unique and vibrant character.

2. There will be negative impacts on the neighborhood - Dawn to dusk athletic events will change the
surrounding neighborhood, turning one of the most densely packed and functional neighborhoods into a
parking lot for an athletic facility. We feel there are an inequitable number of uses at Lincoln Park and
the City has not adequately explored alternatives to the proposed artificial turf field, including

reallocating uses to the other parks in the City.

3. There will be possible health risks — Regular and extended play by school children, young athletes, and
residents on synthetic turf may expose them to potential health risks. While the verdict is out on the
chronic health risks associated with the infill materials that are typically used on synthetic turf fields, we
do not want Somerville’s children to become unwitting participants in an epidemiological study. With
regard to acute health concerns, the higher temperatures on synthetic turf compared to natural grass are
well documented. Installing synthetic turf poses a greater risk of heat stress to the athletes and school
children that play on it during the hotter times of the day. Synthetic turf fields also contributes to the
“heat island” effect in a highly urbanized area, thus contributing to global warming. There are also valid
arguments to be made that synthetic turf will result in increased incidence of skin cuts and abrasions and
other impact injuries. The environmental fate and potential ecological risks associated with the use of

infill materials also warrant additional consideration.

4. There will be an irretrievable loss of open space and natural park land - If we lose the grass, we will
lose one of the City’s largest remaining green open spaces. While there is always a temptation to fill up
spaces like this one with buildings or facilities, this is not a decision that a City as densely developed as
Somerville should be making lightly, especially in light of future development and growth in Union
Square. Furthermore, synthetic turf fields are not consistent with the Community Preservation Act, which

specifically precludes use of CPA funds to acquire artificial turf for athletic fields.

Please preserve this amazing neighborhood and city asset for Somerville’s current and future residents.

Name Address Ward | Signature
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A Petition to Preserve the Green Space at Lincoln Park - August 2015

The undersigned, as neighbors of Lincoln Park, parents of youth athletes, parents of Argenziano students,
and residents of Somerville, are writing to oppose the installation of a synthetic turf athletic field in -
Lincoln Park, and instead request that the fields remain as grass turf, Wg il}ei;igge tiept @thletig furf fields
will change the character of the park and neighborhood in undesirable ways. ‘We believe that the large
number of permitted events at Lincoln Park, in the absence of a comprehensive Ci "‘g“ﬂf‘ﬁ%f?gy to
meet current and future demand for field space, creates the appearance 6f é\ﬁ‘ 0 X Syhhgtic turf field
at Lincoln Park that has not been justified. SORLHAEER T

In particular, we believe that if a synthetic turf field is installed, the following will occur:

1. It will dramatically change the Park’s character - Lincoln Park will lose the balance of uses that
Somerville residents have enjoyed for the park’s 120-year history. Many different people — young
athletes, picnickers, toddlers, teen and adult basketball players, dog walkers, and many others — can use
the park together. With the installation of a synthetic turf field, the park will become a defacto athletic

facility and programming at the field will increase further, crowding out the school and community uses
that give this park a unique and vibrant character.

2. There will be negative impacts on the neighborhood - Dawn to dusk athletic events will change the
surrounding neighborhood, turning one of the most densely packed and functional neighborhoods into a
parking lot for an athletic facility. We feel there are an inequitable number of uses at Lincoln Park and
the City has not adequately explored alternatives to the proposed artificial turf field, including

reallocating uses to the other parks in the City.

3. There will be possible health risks — Regular and extended play by school children, young athletes, and
residents on synthetic turf may expose them to potential health risks. While the verdict is out on the
chronic health risks associated with the infill materials that are typically used on synthetic turf fields, we
do not want Somerville’s children to become unwitting participants in an epidemiological study. With
regard to acute health concerns, the higher temperatures on synthetic turf compared to natural grass are
well documented. Installing synthetic turf poses a greater risk of heat stress to the athletes and school
children that play on it during the hotter times of the day. Synthetic turf fields also contributes to the
“heat island” effect in a highly urbanized area, thus contributing to global warming. There are also valid
arguments to be made that synthetic turf will result in increased incidence of skin cuts and abrasions and
other impact injuries. The environmental fate and potential ecological risks associated with the use of

infill materials also warrant additional consideration.

4. There will be an irretrievable loss of open space and natural park land - If we lose the grass, we will
lose one of the City’s largest remaining green open spaces. While there is always a temptation to fill up
spaces like this one with buildings or facilities, this is not a decision that a City as densely developed as
Somerville should be making lightly, especially in light of future development and growth in Union
Square. Furthermore, synthetic turf fields are not consistent with the Community Preservation Act, which

specifically precludes use of CPA funds to acquire artificial turf for athletic fields.

Please preserve this amazing neighborhood and city asset for Somerville’s current and future residents.
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A Petition to Preserve the Green Space at Lincoln Park - August 2015
r
The undersigned, as neighbors of Lincoln Park, parents of youth athletes, parents of Argenziano studgfits,

and residents of Somerville, are writing to oppose the installation of a synthetic turf athletic field in
Lincoln Park, and instead request that the fields remain as grass turf. We believe that synthetic turf fields
will change the character of the park and neighborhood in undesirable ways. We believe that the large

number of permitted events at Lincoln Park, in the absence of a comprehensive Qity—wide str t_eﬁ"to
e&#ﬁ)r}aosyr%et ¢ rjf field

meet current and future demand for field space, creates the appearance of Hhe
at Lincoln Park that has not been justified.

CITY CLERK'S OFFICE
In particular, we believe that if a synthetic turf field is installed, the following gy Redut: £, MA

1. It will dramatically change the Park’s character - Lincoln Park will lose the balance of uses that
Somerville residents have enjoyed for the park’s 120-year history. Many different people — young
athletes, picnickers, toddlers, teen and adult basketball players, dog walkers, and many others — can use
the park together. With the installation of a synthetic turf field, the park will become a defacto athletic
facility and programming at the field will increase further, crowding out the school and community uses

that give this park a unique and vibrant character.

2. There will be negative impacts on the neighborhood - Dawn to dusk athletic events will change the
surrounding neighborhood, turning one of the most densely packed and functional neighborhoods into a
parking lot for an athletic facility. We feel there are an inequitable number of uses at Lincoln Park and
the City has not adequately explored alternatives to the proposed artificial turf field, including

reallocating uses to the other parks in the City.

3. There will be possible health risks — Regular and extended play by school children, young athletes, and
residents on synthetic turf may expose them to potential health risks. While the verdict is out on the
chronic health risks associated with the infill materials that are typically used on synthetic turf fields, we
do not want Somerville’s children to become unwitting participants in an epidemiological study. With
regard to acute health concerns, the higher temperatures on synthetic turf compared to natural grass are
well documented. Installing synthetic turf poses a greater risk of heat stress to the athletes and school
children that play on it during the hotter times of the day. Synthetic turf fields also contributes to the
“heat island” effect in a highly urbanized area, thus contributing to global warming. There are also valid
arguments to be made that synthetic turf will result in increased incidence of skin cuts and abrasions and
other impact injuries. The environmental fate and potential ecological risks associated with the use of

infill materials also warrant additional consideration.

4. There will be an irretrievable loss of open space and natural park land - If we lose the grass, we will
lose one of the City’s largest remaining green open spaces. While there is always a temptation to fill up
spaces like this one with buildings or facilities, this is not a decision thata C ity as densely developed as
Somerville should be making lightly, especially in light of future development and growth in Union
Square. Furthermore, synthetic turf fields are not consistent with the Community Preservation Act, which

specifically precludes use of CPA funds to acquire artificial turf for athletic fields.

Please preserve this amazing neighborhood and city asset for Somerville’s current and future residents.
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A Petition to Preserve the Green Space at Lincoln Park - August 2015
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A Petition to Preserve the Green Space at Lincoln Park - August 2015

The undersigned, as neighbors of Lincoln Park. parents of youth athletes, parents of Argenziano students,
and residents of Somerville, are writing to oppose the installation of a synthetic turf athletic field in
Lincoln Park. and instead request that the fields remain as grass turf. We believe that synthetic turf fields
will change the character of the park and neighborhood in undesirable; ygﬂh’\/? el iﬁﬁe jhat}t[ve large
number of permitted events at Lincoln Park, in the absence of a compieliensive City-widd strategy to
meet current and future demand for field space, creates the appearance of a need for a synthetic turf field

at Lincoln Park that has not been justified. CiTY CLERK'S OFFICE
- SOMERYILLE, MA

In particular, we believe that if a synthetic turf field is installed, the following will occur:

1. It will dramatically change the Park’s character - Lincoln Park will lose the balance of uses that
Somerville residents have enjoyed for the park’s 120-year history. Many different people — young
athletes, picnickers, toddlers, teen and adult basketball players, dog walkers, and many others — can use
the park together. With the installation of a synthetic turf field, the park will become a defacto athletic
facility and programming at the field will increase further, crowding out the school and community uses

that give this park a unique and vibrant character.

2. There will be negative impacts on the neighborhood - Dawn to dusk athletic events will change the
surrounding neighborhood, turning one of the most densely packed and functional neighborhoods into a
parking lot for an athletic facility. We feel there are an inequitable number of uses at Lincoln Park and
the City has not adequately explored alternatives to the proposed artificial turf field, including

reallocating uses to the other parks in the City.

3. There will be possible health risks — Regular and extended play by school children, young athletes, and
residents on synthetic turf may expose them to potential health risks. While the verdict is out on the
chronic health risks associated with the infill materials that are typically used on synthetic turf fields, we
do not want Somerville’s children to become unwitting participants in an epidemiological study. With
regard to acute health concerns, the higher temperatures on synthetic turf compared to natural grass are
well documented. Installing synthetic turf poses a greater risk of heat stress to the athletes and school
children that play on it during the hotter times of the day. Synthetic turf fields also contributes to the
“heat island” effect in a highly urbanized area, thus contributing to global warming. There are also valid
arguments to be made that synthetic turf will result in increased incidence of skin cuts and abrasions and
other impact injuries. The environmental fate and potential ecological risks associated with the use of

infill materials also warrant additional consideration.

4. There will be an irretrievable loss of open space and natural park land - If we lose the grass, we will
lose one of the City’s largest remaining green open spaces. While there is always a temptation to fill up
spaces like this one with buildings or facilities, this is not a decision that a City as densely developed as
Somerville should be making lightly, especially in light of future development and growth in Union
Square. Furthermore, synthetic turf fields are not consistent with the Community Preservation Act, which
specifically precludes use of CPA funds to acquire artificial turf for athletic fields.

Please preserve this amazing neighborhood and city asset for Somerville’s current and future residents.
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A Petition to Preserve the Green Space at Lincoln Park - August 2015

The undersigned, as neighbors of Lincoln Park, parents of youth athletes, parents of Argenziano students,
and residents of Somerville, are writing to oppose the installation of a synthetic turf athletic field in
Lincoln Park, and instead request that the fields remain as grass turf. We believe that syntheti¢ turf fields
will change the character of the park and neighborhood in undesirable waghl Wie!Gei&¢ ftht E‘iéﬁa ge
number of permitted events at Lincoln Park, in the absence of a comprehensive City-wide strategy to
meet current and future demand for field space, creates the appearance of Erqe\?dﬂfff agyathticl ot field

anse oy E L} A

at Lincoln Park that has not been justified. SOMERY

In particular, we believe that if a svathetic turf field is installed, the following will occur:

1. It will dramatically change the Park’s character - Lincoln Park will lose the balance of uses that
Somerville residents have enjoyed for the park’s 120-vear history. Many different people — young
athletes, picnickers, toddlers, teen and adult basketball players, dog walkers, and many others — can use
the park together. With the installation of a synthetic turf field, the park will become a defacto athletic
facility and programming at the field will increase further, crowding out the school and community uses

that give this park a unique and vibrant character.

2. There will be negative impacts on the neighborhood - Dawn to dusk athletic events will change the
surrounding neighborhood. turning one of the most densely packed and functional neighborhoods into a
parking lot for an athletic facility. We feel there are an inequitable number of uses at Lincoln Park and
the City has not adequately explored alternatives to the proposed artificial turf field, including

reallocating uses to the other parks in the City.

3. There will be possible health risks — Regular and extended play by school children, young athletes, and
residents on synthetic turf may expose them to potential health risks. While the verdict is out on the
chiouic healih risks associated with the infiil materials that are typically used on synthetic turf fields, we
do not want Somerville’s children to become unwitting participants in an epidemiological study. With
regard to acute health concerns, the higher temperatures on synthetic turf compared to natural grass are
well documented. Installing synthetic turf poses a greater risk of heat stress to the athletes and school
children that play on it during the hotter times of the day. Synthetic turf fields also contributes to the
“heat island” effect in a highly urbanized area, thus contributing to global warming. There are also valid
arguments to be made that synthetic turf will result in increased incidence of skin cuts and abrasions and
other impact injuries. The environmental fate and potential ecological risks associated with the use of

infill materials also warrant additional consideration.

4. There will be an irretrievable loss of open space and natural park land - If we lose the grass, we will
lose one of the City’s largest remaining green open spaces. While there is always a temptation to fill up
spaces like this one with buildings or facilities, this is not a decision that a City as densely developed as
Somerville should be making lightly, especially in light of future development and growth in Union
Square. Furthermore, synthetic turf fields are not consistent with the Community Preservation Act, which
specifically precludes use of CPA funds to acquire artificial turf for athletic fields.

Please preserve this amazing neighborhood and city asset for Somerville's current and future residents.

Name Address Ward | Signature
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A Petition to Preserve the Green Space at Lincoln Park - August 2015

The undersigned, as neighbors of Lincoln Park, parents of youth athletes, parents of Argenziano students,
and residents of Somerville, are writing to oppose the installation of a synthetic turf athletic field in
Lincoln Park, and instead request that the fields remain as grass turf. We believe that synthetic turf fields
will change the character of the park and neighborhood in undesirable ways. We believ%th'ﬁ)ﬂlq lqtde
5 : . : Py e |, :
number of permitted events at Lincoln Park, in the absence of a comprehensﬁ%ﬁ@ﬁtylm e strategy to
meet current and future demand for field space, creates the appearance of a need for a synthetic turf field
at Lincoln Park that has not been justified. (1TY CLERK'S QFFECE-
MR ILLE MR

In particular, we believe that if a synthetic turf field is installed, the following will occur:

1. It will dramatically change the Park’s character - Lincoln Park will lose the balance of uses that
Somerville residents have enjoyed for the park’s 120-year history. Many different people — young
athletes, picnickers, toddlers, teen and adult basketball players, dog walkers, and many others — can use
the park together. With the installation of a synthetic turf field, the park will become a defacto athletic
facility and programming at the field will increase further, crowding out the school and community uses

that give this park a unique and vibrant character.

2. There will be negative impacts on the neighborhood - Dawn to dusk athletic events will change the
surrounding neighborhood, turning one of the most densely packed and functional neighborhoods into a
parking lot for an athletic facility. We feel there are an inequitable number of uses at Lincoln Park and
the City has not adequately explored alternatives to the proposed artificial turf field, including

reallocating uses to the other parks in the City.

3. There will be possible health risks — Regular and extended play by school children, young athletes, and
residents on synthetic turf may expose them to potential health risks. While the verdict is out on the
chronic health risks associated with the infill materials that are typically used on synthetic turf fields, we
do not want Somerville’s children to become unwitting participants in an epidemiological study. With
regard to acute health concerns, the higher temperatures on synthetic turf compared to natural grass are
well documented. Installing synthetic turf poses a greater risk of heat stress to the athletes and school
children that play on it during the hotter times of the day. Synthetic turf fields also contributes to the
“heat island” effect in a highly urbanized area, thus contributing to global warming. There are also valid
arguments to be made that synthetic turf will result in increased incidence of skin cuts and abrasions and
other impact injuries. The environmental fate and potential ecological risks associated with the use of

infill materials also warrant additional consideration.

4. There will be an irretrievable loss of open space and natural park land - If we lose the grass, we will
lose one of the City’s largest remaining green open spaces. While there is always a temptation to fill up
spaces like this one with buildings or facilities, this is not a decision that a City as densely developed as
Somerville should be making lightly, especially in light of future development and growth in Union
Square. Furthermore, synthetic turf fields are not consistent with the Community Preservation Act, which
specifically precludes use of CPA funds to acquire artificial turf for athletic fields.

Please preserve this amazing neighborhood and city asset for Somerville’s current and future residents.
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A Petition to Preserve the Green Space at Lincoln Park - August 2015

The undersigned, as neighbors of Lincoln Park, parents of youth athletes, parents of Argenziano students,
and residents of Somerville, are writing to oppose the installation of a synthetic turf athletic field ip
Lincoln Park, and instead request that the fields remain as grass turf. We believe that synthetic turf fields
W he character of the park and neighborhood in undesirable ways. We believe that the lar
number of permitted events at Lincoln Park, in the absence of a comprehensij@ §ifyfvid8 st&e Ié%
meet current and future demand for field space, creates the appearance of a need for a synthetic turf field
at Lincoln Park that has not been justified. Y CLERK'S Ognpi
OMERVILLE, MA
In particular, we believe that if a synthetic turf field is installed, the fo!]owing wﬂ[ occur:

1. It will dramatically change the Park’s character - Lincoln Park will lose the balance of uses that
Somerville residents have enjoyed for the park’s 120-year history. Many different people — young
athletes, picnickers. toddlers, teen and adult basketball players, dog walkers, and many others — can use
the park together. With the installation of a synthetic turf field, the park will become a defacto athletic
facility and programming at the field will increase further, crowding out the school and community uses

that give this park a unique and vibrant character.
® 4

2. There will be negative impacts on the neighborhood - Dawn to dusk athletic events will change the
surrounding neighborhood. turning one of the most densely packed and functional neighborhoods into a
parking lot for an athletic facility. We feel there are an inequitable number of uses at Lincoln Park and
the City has not adequately explored alternatives to the proposed artificial turf field, including

reallocating uses to the other parks in the City.

3. There will be possible health risks — Regular and extended play by school children, young athletes, and
residents on synthetic turf may expose them to potential health risks. While the verdict is out on the
chronic health risks associated with the infill materials that are typically used on synthetic turf fields, we
do not want Somerville’s children to become unwitting participants in an epidemiological study. With
regard to acute health concerns, the higher temperatures on synthetic turf compared to natural grass are
well documented. Installing synthetic turf poses a greater risk of heat stress to the athletes and school
children that play on it during the hotter times of the day. Synthetic turf fields also contributes to the
“heat island™ effect in a highly urbanized area, thus contributing to global warming. There are also valid
arguments to be made that synthetic turf will result in increased incidence of skin cuts and abrasions and
other impact injuries. The environmental fate and potential ecological risks associated with the use of
infill materials also warrant additional consideration.

4. There will be an irretrievable loss of open space and natural park land - If we lose the grass, we will
lose one of the City's largest remaining green open spaces. While there is always a temptation to fill up
spaces like this one with buildings or facilities, this is not a decision that a City as densely developed as
Somerville should be making lightly, especially in light of future development and growth in Union
Square. Furthermore, synthetic turf fields are not consistent with the Community Preservation Act, which
specifically precludes use of CPA funds to acquire artificial turf for athletic fields.

Please preserve this amazing neighborhood and city asset for Somerville’s current and future residents.
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A Petition to Preserve the Green Space at Lincoln Park - August 2015

The undersigned, as neighbors of Lincoln Park, parents of youth athletes. parents of Argenziano students,
and residents of Somerville, are writing to oppose the installation of a synthetic turf athletic field in
Lincoln Park, and instead request that the fields remain as grass ,t“,rf-, V}(e bﬂie\i@ thp! §yAthetic turf
fields will change the character of the park and neighborhood in undé’s%ﬁaﬁfeJWEiys. We believe that the
large number of permitted events at Lincoln Park, in the absence of a comprehens‘iv’g c ité{—‘t\?dc strategy
to meet current and future demand for field space, creates the appear‘mqe{oﬁg Eléétf ﬁegg‘;}:f thetic turf
field at Lincoln Park that has not been justified. gOpE RYILLE, TR

[n particular, we believe that if a synthetic turf field is installed, the following will occur:

1. It will dramatically change the Park’s character - Lincoln Park will lose the balance of uses that
Somerville residents have enjoyed for the park’s 120-year history. Many different people — young
athletes, picnickers, toddlers, teen and adult basketball players, dog walkers, and many others — can use
the park together. With the installation of a synthetic turf field. the park will become a defacto athletic
facility and programming at the field will increase further, crowding out the school and community uses
that give this park a unique and vibrant character.

2. There will be negative impacts on the neighborhood - Dawn to dusk athletic events will change the
surrounding neighborhood, turning one of the most densely packed and functional neighborhoods into a
parking lot for an athletic facility. We feel there are an inequitable number of uses at Lincoln Park and the
City has not adequately explored alternatives to the proposed artificial turf field, including reallocating

uses to the other parks in the City.

3. There will be possible health risks — Regular and extended play by school children, young athletes, and
residents on synthetic turf may expose them to potential health risks. While the verdict is out on the
chronic health risks associated with the infill materials that are typically used on synthetic turf fields, we
do not want Somerville’s children to become unwitting participants in an epidemiological study. With
regard to acute health concerns, the higher temperatures on synthetic turf compared to natural grass are
well documented. Installing synthetic turf poses a greater risk of heat stress to the athletes and school
children that play on it during the hotter times of the day. Synthetic turf fields also contributes to the
“heat island” effect in a highly urbanized area. thus contributing to global warming. There are also valid
arguments to be made that synthetic turf will result in increased incidence of skin cuts and abrasions and
other impact injuries. The environmental fate and potential ecological risks associated with the use of

infill materials also warrant additional consideration.

4. There will be an irretrievable loss of open space and natural park land - If we lose the grass, we will
lose one of the City’s largest remaining green open spaces. While there is always a temptation to fill up
spaces like this one with buildings or facilities, this is not a decision that a City as densely developed as
Somerville should be making lightly, especially in light of future development and growth in Union
Square. Furthermore, synthetic turf fields are not consistent with the Community Preservation Act, which

specifically precludes use of CPA funds to acquire artificial turf for athletic fields.

Please preserve this amazing neighborhood and city asset for Somerville’s current and future residents.
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A Petition to Preserve the Green Space at Lincoln Park - August 2015

The undersigned, as neighbors of Lincoln Park, parents of youth athletes, parents of Argenziano students,
and residents of Somerville, are writing to oppose the installation of a synthetic turf athletic field in
Lincoln Park, and instead request that the fields remain as grass turf. We believe that synthetic turf
fields will change the character of the park and neighborhood in undesirable ways. We believe that the
large number of permitted events at Lincoln Park, in the absence of a comprehensive ;C&y-gb‘_ide sti@tggy
to meet current and future demand for field space, creates the appearance of a need Tor a sy'nthelic furf
field at Lincoln Park that has not been justified. o
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In particular, we believe that if a synthetic turf field is installed, the following will phcup: £+ M4

1. It will dramatically change the Park’s character - Lincoln Park will lose the balance of uses that
Somerville residents have enjoyed for the park’s 120-year history. Many different people — young
athletes, picnickers, toddlers, teen and adult basketball players, dog walkers, and many others — can use
the park together. With the installation of a synthetic turf field, the park will become a defacto athletic
facility and programming at the field will increase further, crowding out the school and community uses

that give this park a unique and vibrant character.

2. There will be ncgative impacts on the ncighborhood - Dawn to dusk athlctic cvents will change the
surrounding neighborhood, turning one of the most densely packed and functional neighborhoods into a
parking lot for an athletic facility. We feel there are an inequitable number of uses at Lincoln Park and
the City has not adequately explored altematives to the proposed artificial turf field, including

. reallocating uses to the other parks in the City.

3. There will be possible health risks — Regular and extended play by school children, young athletes, and
residents on synthetic turf may expose them to potential health risks. While the verdict is out on the
chronic health risks associated with the infill materials that are typically used on synthetic turf fields, we
do not want Somerville’s children to become unwitting participants in an epidemiological study. With
regard to acute health concems, the higher temperatures on synthetic turf compared to natural grass are
well documented. Installing synthetic turf poses a greater risk of heat stress to the athletes and school
children that play on it during the hotter times of the day. Synthetic turffields also contributes to the
“heat island” effect in a highly urbanized area, thus contributing to global warming. There are also valid
arguments to be made that synthetic turf will result in increased incidence of skin cuts and abrasions and
other impact injuries. The environmental fate and potential ecological risks associated with the use of

infill materials also warrant additional consideration.

4. There will be an irretrievable loss of open space and natural park land - If we lose the grass, we will
lose one of the City’s largest remaining green open spaces. While there 1s always a temptation to fill up
spaces like this one with buildings or facilities, this is not a decision that a City as densely developed as
Somerville should be making lightly, especially in light of future development and growth in Union
Square. Furthermore, synthetic twrf fields are not consistent with the Community Preservation Act, which
specifically precludes use of CPA funds to acquire artificial turf for athletic fields.

Please preserve this amazing neighborhood and city asset for Somerville’s current and future residents.
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