

City of Somerville Styrofoam Food Container Ordinance: Information for Business Owners
The City of Somerville Expanded Polystyrene Containers Ordinance (Ord. No. 2013-03, § 8-351, 5-23-2013) requires food establishments to use containers that are not made of expanded polystyrene, commonly known as Styrofoam™ or foam.  The ordinance allows businesses to choose alternatives to foam containers that best suit their needs.
Who does this apply to?

· Any business that requires a permit from the Somerville Board of Health

· Any business that provides prepared food for customers

· Eat-in restaurants

· Take-out restaurants

· Food trucks 

· Fast-food establishments

· Delis

· Food vendors 

Why are foam containers prohibited?

· Expanded polystyrene, which is made of oil, is not biodegradable and can break into small pieces.  As a result, litter from foam container is very durable and hard to clean up, making our streets and parks dirty.

· Foam containers are not easily recyclable.  They add to the amount of trash that we must pay to send to landfills and incinerators.

· The key ingredient in polystyrene was added to the U.S. Department of Health’s list of carcinogens (cancer causing agents).
Prohibited containers
· Foam takeout food boxes
· Cups

· Plates

· Bowls

· Condiment cups


Foam alternatives
· Paper/cardboard 
· Plastic
· Aluminum

· Biodegradable plastics such as corn, soy, and potato

· Compostable materials from plant fibers, such as sugar, bamboo, or rice 
Many businesses have already transitioned to foam container alternatives.  Contact your current vendors to see what options are available.  
How is the ordinance enforced?

· Starting on [DATE], the Inspectional Services Department (ISD) will inspect for the use of prohibited foam food containers during pre-operational and routine inspections, as well as at the time of food license renewal.  
	First Offense
	Second Offense within 1 Year
	Third and Subsequent Offense

	Warning
	$100
	$300


For more information
· Call 311 (or 617-666-3311) for general information or questions specific questions regarding alternatives to foam.
· www.somervillema.gov/styrofoam 
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Styrofoam clamshell (large and small)


Styrofoam coffee cup


Styrofoam soda cup


Styrofoam plate


Styrofoam bowl
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Pictures:


Paper cup


Paper food box


Biodegradable clamshell


Plastic food box


Plastic liquid container


Aluminum/plastic food box


“Chinese takeout” container


Pizza box















