Staff Response to Board Orders 205704 and 205705
Provided by Dr. Vanessa Boukili, Urban Forestry and Landscape Planner, OSPCD

It is difficult to put all projects together by year. Dividing it up this way does not give the full story
since the projects and plantings span multiple years and tree removals may also span multiple
years.

However, we have put a graph on the website showing tree removals and plantings for the Beacon

Street project (the website is located at https://www.somervillema.gov/departments/office-
strategic-planning-and-community-development-ospcd /ospcd-urban-forestry). This graph is also

provided below.

Beacon Street Reconstruction Project, 2016-2019
Tree Removal vs. Tree Planting
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Almost three times as many trees are being planting along the street compared to the number of trees removed. The combined
caliper inches of the planted trees is over 75% of the diameter of trees that were removed. After just a few years of growth we
predict the combined caliper size of these newly planted trees will be greater than the combined size of the removed trees.

[ have made a similar graph for the Cedar Street project, which I have attached below. I can also put
this graph on the website.


https://www.somervillema.gov/departments/office-strategic-planning-and-community-development-ospcd/ospcd-urban-forestry
https://www.somervillema.gov/departments/office-strategic-planning-and-community-development-ospcd/ospcd-urban-forestry

Cedar Street Reconstruction Project, 2017-2018
Tree Removal vs. Tree Planting
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More trees are being planting along the street than were removed. However, the average size of the trees that were removed was 14 inches
in diameter, and the trees that are being planted are 2 to 3 inch caliper. It will be decades before the combined diameter of the newly planted
trees will be equal to the combined diameter of the trees that were removed.

[ can also make a graph for the Somerville High School Project, if so desired.

Unfortunately, I do not have information on the GLX trees because it is not City property.



