GERI ELISSA KANTOR
73 Marion Street #2, Somerville, MA 02143 ( (651) 231- 9513 ( geri.kantor@gmail.com

Mayor Joseph A. Curtatone

City of Somerville

93 Highland Avenue

Somerville, MA 02143

May 12, 2012

Dear Mayor Curtatone,

With this letter of interest, I would like to put forth my candidacy for a position on the Somerville Commission on Energy Use and Climate Change.  I believe my candidacy would add value to the Commission, both as an engaged citizen with a personal interest in the future of Somerville and as a climate change professional with experience driving organizational energy conservation and greenhouse gas reduction.
My current position as the Greenhouse Gas Reduction Analytics Manager in the Harvard University Office for Sustainability requires knowledge and experience that is directly applicable to the work of the Commission. In this role I partner with facilities directors to identify energy savings opportunities, improve the data and analytics that underpin decision-making by senior leadership, and help drive the GHG reduction program’s strategic direction as a content expert in GHG reduction costing, evaluation and protocols, renewable energy, the state of climate change science and policy, and relevant market instruments including renewable energy certificates and carbon offsets.
While I have lived here for only one year, I see that Somerville has much to offer its citizens and I would like to help further the city’s energy and climate policies and programs. I have attended Commission meetings since early 2012 as an interested citizen and now wish to increase my participation as a member. 
Please see my attached resume for additional information to support my candidacy. I thank you for your consideration. 

Sincerely, 

Geri Kantor

GERI ELISSA KANTOR
73 Marion Street, #2
Somerville, MA 02143
geri.kantor@gmail.com 
(651) 231-9513



SUMMARY OF QUALIFICATIONS

Experienced sustainability professional with financial analysis training, skilled in analyzing environmental and social corporate performance, devising company and product benchmarking models, explaining sustainability content to laypeople, and managing client relationships. Published author with expertise in climate risk management and greenhouse gas (GHG) accounting. Initiated internal sustainability efforts at two organizations over and above job duties. Self-starter with global focus and strong writing and analytical skills.


PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE

Greenhouse Gas Reduction Analytics Manager, Office for Sustainability, Harvard University

Cambridge, MA
12/10-present

· Lead analysis of greenhouse gas (GHG) inventory data, life cycle cost analysis of utility savings from energy conservation measures & capital plan growth projections to develop University-wide GHG projections to advise oversight body comprised of faculty & senior administrators
· Facilitate management decision-making by developing new, advanced analytics including weather normalization of GHG data, analysis of energy supply improvements, & GIS mapping 
· Advise oversight body on GHG-related matters including treatment of leased space & the cost/impact of market mechanisms such as renewable energy certificates & carbon offsets

· Manage project to purchase GHG software program including drafting the RFP, coordinating the selection committee, contract negotiations & software implementation 

· Launch Scope 3 GHG emissions data collection

· Identify potential policies and measures to advance GHG emissions reductions 
· Prioritize energy conservation projects via life cycle costing; Enhance life cycle costing calculator, e.g. applying different escalation rates to fixed vs. variable costs

· Develop & conduct life cycle costing trainings
· Author GHG-related content for website and public communications

· Coordinate committees including Green IT and Measurement & Verification
· Manage graduate student interns
Sustainability Manager, People 4 Earth Foundation US
Washington, DC
07/09-12/10
· Led yearlong effort to revise draft Product Sustainability Standard - launched April 2010

· Represented People 4 Earth publicly including presenting at UN Commission on Sustainable Development meeting, Learning Centre workshop in May 2010
· Identified & forged partnerships with NGOs, companies & academic experts 
· Advised sales & marketing personnel on business development efforts
· Initiated and led organization-wide sustainability efforts e.g. GHG inventory
Corporate Sustainability (ESG) Analyst, RiskMetrics Group        

(formerly Institutional Shareholder Services (ISS))
Rockville, MD

07/06-07/09        
· Analyzed institutional investor portfolios for climate change risk management
· Point of contact for North American, European & South African clients as content expert
· Followed climate policy developments & corporate climate change initiatives
· Refined climate change governance framework, which was later endorsed by the Investor Network on Climate Risk at a United Nations meeting in 2007
· Co-authored climate & energy efficiency reports for Ceres, CDP & ENERGY STAR
· Developed with team, ISS’ first cross-sector model to evaluate companies on sustainability governance used by investors globally for investment selections & corporate engagement 
· Conducted proxy research on environmentally-focused shareholder resolutions
· Managed environmental & nuclear power data including training new analysts
· Initiated and arranged financial markets training for sustainability analysts
· Co-wrote GHG inventory proposal as Sustainability Task Force volunteer
Market Research Analyst, MPA International
St. Louis Park, MN
 07/05-07/06 
· Collected & analyzed qualitative survey data through research and interviews
· Formulated marketing & customer service recommendations 
· Brought key project to a close five weeks under deadline even as client twice increased the difficulty level in breach of contract
Sustainability Advisor to Green Party candidate for alderman  
New Haven, CT
 09/03-11/03
· Consulted with citizens & reviewed urban plans (ICLEI and Local Agenda 21 plans)
· Advised candidate on high priority issues including environmental injustice, public transportation, small business support & open space preservation
Master’s Project/Tropical Resources Institute Fellow, International Fund for Animal Welfare 
Yunnan, China

06/02-08/02
· Designed, conducted & analyzed farmer survey to evaluate micro-credit loan program
· Mapped land use patterns to make elephant habitat corridor recommendations

· Advised local forestry bureau officials on project expansion 
Junior Scientist, University of Minnesota 
St. Paul, MN

1999-2001
· Researched the genetics of aging & development in fruit fly, fish and cell culture models
· Ordered lab supplies, maintained stocks, attained radioactivity certification

       


EDUCATION
Tsinghua University 







           Beijing, China
Inter-University Program for Chinese Language




      2004-2005
Yale University 







        New Haven, CT Master of Arts, International Relations






  2004
Master of Environmental Management
University of Minnesota






              St. Paul, MN

Bachelor of Science, Genetics and Cell Biology





    1999


PROFESSIONAL TRAINING
Association for Energy Engineers





          November 2011
Business Energy Professional
Greenhouse Gas Management Institute                                                                                   
Certificate in Greenhouse Gas Accounting




         September 2010
Certificate in Greenhouse Gas Offsets Projects


                    November 2010
CFA Institute







                                            
Chartered Financial Analyst Level 1 exam (44% pass rate)



       June 2009


SELECT PUBLICATIONS
Cogan, Doug, Good, Megan, Kantor, Geri & McAteer, Emily. Electric Utilities Report 2009 for the Carbon Disclosure Project, April 2009
Cogan, Doug, Good, Megan, Kantor, Geri & McAteer, Emily. Corporate Governance and Climate Change: Consumer and Technology Companies, December 2008
Cogan, Doug, Welsh, Heidi, DeSimone, Peter & Kantor, Geri. Carbon Disclosure Project Report 2007: USA S&P500, September 2007
Kantor, Geri. The Energy Efficiency Business Case for Utilities, Off the Charts, Summer 2007

Resler, Amy S., Kelly, Kristi, Kantor, Geri, Khazaeli, Aziz A., Tater, Mark & Curtsinger, James W. (1998)  Genetic analysis of extended life span in Drosophila Melanogaster II. Replication of the backcross test and molecular characterization of the N14 Locus. Genetica 104:33-39


VOLUNTEER EXPERIENCE
Raptor Rehabilitator, St. Paul, MN and Orange, CT, 2001-2004
Officer, Toastmasters International, RiskMetrics’ Chapter, Rockville, MD, 2008-2009
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