
Recorded by Edward'W'. Gordon

USGS Quad Form Number

ß lA 140-41 Boston-North

Town Somerville

Place (neighborhood or village) Winter Hill

Address 55. 57.59.61& 63 Adams Street

Historic Name Cutler Downer Row Houses

Use: Present .Multi-familv row houses

Original Sinsle-familv row houses

Date of Construction 1875-1883

Source Middlesex Countv atlases

StyleÆorm SecondEmPire

Architect/Builder Undetermined

Exterior Material

Foundation Stone

\ilall Red brick and brownstone

Roof Slate shineles

Outbuildings/Secondary Structures

Major Alterations (with dates) Original masonrv steps

Condition Good

Moved n
A.creage l3A

Setting ft'ednnts r¡a¡-ror¡r front ya¡.dq r¡¡ithin denqely built-rm
streetscape of late nineteenth/ earli¡ ¡ventieth cenhrrv ir.-,l.r.t

Area(s)

[]

yes E
99 square feet

Organization Som.Historic Preservation Comm.

Date(month/day/year) 3l7la5



BTJILDING FORM

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION see continwrtíon shzet

BIBLIOGRAPIIY and/or REFERENCES see continuøtion slrcet

Bromley, George, Atlases of the City of Somerville, 1895; 1900.
Draper, Martin, Map of Somerville,l8sz.
Hopkins, G. M., Maps of the City of Somerville, 1874; 18&L
Mc Alester,Yirginia &I.ee, Field Guide to American Houses. New York Alfred A. Knopf, 198a.
Samuels, Edward 4., Somerville Past & Present. Boston: Samuels & Kimball Company, i89?.
Somerville City Directories: 1869-70 to 194O.
ZeIhe, Carole, Beyond the Neck: The Architecture and l)evelopment of Somerville, MA, L9BZ, L99O.

t] Recommended for listing in the National Register of Historic Places.

E

fi

b

Describe architectural features. Evaluate the characteristics oJ thß buílding in terms of other buitdings within
the community.

A.rchite_ctu_rally, 55, 57r 61 and 63 Adams Street rank among the most sophistÍcated masonry row
houses built in Somerville during the late nineteenth centurj. Built abouì a decade after Sdmerville's
incorporation._as a city_in !9711 55 to 63 Adam-s Street s¡rmbolizes lhe City on the eve of rapid
urbanization that resulted in more densely built-up streetscapes. Indeed, at the time of thèir
c. 1880 constructio^n,. roryJto¡lsing like this, as well as E to 20 Summer Street near Union Square, were
harbingers of the intensified develo.pment during the period of 1890 to 1910. Groups of attâched-brick or
wooden residences were never the dominant ho¡se type ln Somerville neighborhoods, scaüËred about as they are in
Somerville, east of Cental Sreet The residential rows that were built repiesent speculative real estate develópment
ventures, rather than custom built town houses that were constnrcted witli a particirlar family in mind, as was ihe
case in Boston's Back Bay.

The handsome row at 55 to 63 Adams Street encompasses five units. Constructed of red brick with brownsúone
sills and lintels, the salient feature of this gr-olp is- the rhythmic repetition of five polygonal bays at the main facade,
the deep, continuous mglde{ cornice; as ryell alt|rg march of polig*ul dormen alon! the slaie shingle covered
expanseof the mansard roof. Each building e¡hibits an entance 6ay and a two.story-polygmal bayl tnese
houses rise two-stories from low basements pierced by small square-windows to braðkebã]wooden-oaneled
comices. Access to the front doors is provided þ¿night19f wooden replacement steps of iecent vintage. Original
front doors have been rep.laced. by- modernmretal-doors. lhe pai¡ed, ofËcenter doors ät numbers 59 anð 61 prõvide
visual interest In general original Zl2double-hung wooden msh has been replaced by modern metal 1/1 dôuble-

HISTORICAL NARRATIYE lF| see continuatíon sheet

Qßc.us¡.the hßtory of tl.te,b.uí!ding. Explain its assocíatioru with local (or state) hßtory. Include uses of
lhe building and the role(s) tlæ ownersloccupants playedwithínthe coìununig.'

Adams Street was set out over the zummit of Winter Flill from Proqd¡vay to Medford Street as early as 1850.
Winter Hill, a 4000 foot long glacial drumlin rises to a height of 135 feeúabove sea level Adams Súêet was

The five-unit Italianate mansard row at 55, 57r 59,61 and 63 Adams Street was built c.lE80 for State
Street custom house broker and rrforwarderrr Cutler Downer. A resident of Central Street, near
Broadway in Somerviller f)owner was a partner in Stone and Downer along with his brotÍrers Roswell C.
Downer
and William l)owner as well *J"t"p_h Sloge. The Downer brothers were in the forefront of using the
telephone for both business and residential communication. ln L877, this fîrm ranked among the firs"t
companies to install a commercial telgpho.le-. Atfirst, the firrn's telephone was used primarily as a ñreans of

, communication between the Downer family's mansion at l7O Central Street, Somerville and úîeir State Street firm.
t

[ çutler Downer made a fortune in Somerville real est¿te speculation, ag,well as with their Bosüon business. DuringI the 1870s and 1880s, Downer assembled large parcels of undevelgpeq land on Winter Hill, particularly along
Adams Street and Central Street, nea¡ Broadway. Downer owned back-to-back parcels on A-dams and 

-Centraj

Streets. Around 1880, these parcels were developed as 55 to 63 Adams Street ana ßZb 200 Central Street.

E

If checl<ed, you must attach a completed Nationnl Regßter Críterin Statement form.
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INYENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET

MAS SACHUSETTS HISTORI CAL COMMISSION
Office of the Secretary, Boston

Town:
Somerville, MA

Area (s)
Winter Hill

Property Address:
55 r57 r59 161163 Adams Street

Form No:
SMV.144

Indicate each item on inventory form, continued below.

Ar chitectur al Description

hung sash. The windows of the tripartite dormers are of interest for their ornaûe, bracketed and broken pediments.

Historical Narrative

named for local farmer Joseph Adams, whose early 1780s house still stands at438 Broadway. The first residential
subdivision on'Winter Flill was set out north of Medford Street along Adams and Cenfal Street as early as 1U7.
Cutler Downer's parcels were located closer to Broadway and were assembled in the 1870s anddeveloped in the
1880s.

By 1895, 55, 57,59, and 61 Adams Street were ownedby Josiah Carter, while Thomas Hollis owned
63 Adams Street, although neither Carter rior Hollis lived in Somerville. By 1900, a C. E. Robbins owned 55 to 6i
Adams Street. Atthattime, Cutler's brolher, Roswell C. Downer, owned 63 Adams Street.

In 1903, residents of these houses included: James T. Moses, engineer (number 55); Charles H. Stevens, "butter
etc.u ( number 59 ); BartlettP. Crenner, "leather,26High Street, Boston"(number 61) and S.A. Davis, physician
( number 63 ). The only unoccupied hor¡se at that time was STAdams Street.

By 1910, residents of this row included: Elmer F. Murch, Boston Transcript reporter ( number 55 ); Edward E
Ames, salesman for an unidentified Boston company ( number 57 ); Albert F. Holmes, purveyor of "musical
g@&", Court Street, Boston (number 59); leather goods dealer Bartlett P. Crenner ( number 61 ) and Margaret
E Bergman ( number 63 ).

By 1920, occupants of these houses included: Wallace B. Olson, an assistant manager at an unidentified Boston
company ( number 55); Winnifred E. and HerbertJ. Darley, photographer ( number 57 ), MargaretL. and Arthur
M. Hooper, hotel clerk, Boston ( number 59 ); W. A. Kelson ( number 61 ); along with Sarah E. and Harris G.
[æroy, Supt., BunkerHill Boys' Club, Charlestown ( number 63 ).

Listed here at the beginning of the Great Depression were: Gilliat R 'Warren (number 55); Mrs. Ruth H. Dudley
( number 57); Margaret L. and Arthur M. Hooper, operator (number 59) and Margaret B. and Charles F. Rowell
( number 63). 61 Adams Street was the only unoccupied unit withinthis row.

Interestingly, 55 to 61, Adams Street 's houses are listed as unoccupied in the1940 Somerville Directory.
63 Adams Street's residents were Annie Randall and her carpenter husband Joseph Randall.

Alreadv listed on the N. R. H. P.

Stanle to inventorv form at bottom
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FOR/VI B . BIJILDING

MessecHUSETTs HrsroRlcaL CopurssroN
MassacuusETTs AncHrws Bu n-on ¡c
22O MonRrssEy Bour-rvano
BosroN, MessecHUsETTS AZIZ5

Photoprranh

see attached

Assessor's Number USGS Quad

t3LJlmlfl"l
Somerville

(neighborbood or ailløge) Masoun Sguare

Town

Place

Y

Address 4 Berryick St.

Historic Name Morse ITouse

Uses: Present r¡"sirlcnt-i a 1

Original racidan*i:1

Date of Constntction 1 Rqn

Soufce deodq ¡n¿l rlr:in narrle

StyleÆorm Queen Anne/sidehall suburban

A¡chitec/Builder ,l . W. Wi lbur
Exterior Materiai:

Foundation

W¿lllfrim

brì r.k

rri nr¡ 1 /rrarrrT

Roof , asFhalt

Outbuiläings/S econd ary S rrucrures

Major Alterations (with dates) rÍcrht sidê wíns
ca. I92O

Condidon crood./f a i r

Moved E no il yes Date

Acreage

Settiug

2937 sq. ft.

Recorded by Arühur Krim tioht 1of- in ¡lansa

Organization Somerville Hist,. Presv. Comm.

- 
resi denti a1 area arljacent 

-
Date (motzth¡yssÐ tanuary 2006 {-n MÞrFÀ rail lino

Itolltru i\'lts¡mhusetts llistcrinl Contnissìon Sutc¡, !\4nmtnl insuzut.ions for coøpÌet.ittg this Jbmt



B{.IILDING FORilt

ARCHTTECTLTRAL DESCRIPTTON í) see continuation sheet 4 Berwick st.
Deso'ibe ørcbitedurølfeøntres' Eaaluate the cbøracteristics of this buitding in tenns o¡otiti i"lmrtgs within tbe carrnnmity.

The tract house at 4 Berwick Street was buílt ín 1890 by
J.W. WiLbur as deveJ-oper for the Ìüinter Hill Land Company
and first owned by George H. Morse. The house fol-lows a
suburban side hall plan of two and a half stories, with
double entry doorsr süggesting an original two family planr
built directly behind the Boston & Maine (t'{Srya) nailroad
l-ine. The design is plain Queen Anne Style seen in the broad
barge boards on the facade gable. At'a later dater câ.1920,
a two story wíng was added to the right (west,) side. More
recently, the house has been resided in vinyl with the porch
rebuil-t, possíbl-y retaining some of the original turned
posts on t,he second story.

The Morse House is one of the original- late 19th century
l{ílbur tract houses buil-t along the B&M rail- líne, later
al-tered for two famiLy residence.

HISTORICAL NARRATIVE ú see continuatiansheet

. liratss tbe history of the lnùld.ing. Erplain its associøtions.with locøl (or støte) bistory. Includ.e rues of the building, ønd the role(s)

\ the muners/ocatpønts pløyed within the cmnnrunity.

,¿ The tract house at 4 Berwick Street, is dated 1890 by\ drainage records to ,Jacob TrI. Wilbur, a Boston area developer
for t,he Winter Hill Land Company. The original subdivisíon
r¡ras laid out in 1890 as Holland (Berwick) Street by the
Winter Hill Company with the drainage reeords listed to
I¡Iilbur in 1890, thus confirming t,he constructíon date. The
property was sold ùo George H. Morse in February 1895 and
noted üo Morse on the 1895 At1as. fn 1905 Pat,ríck if .
Sullívan, a ùe.amster, is listed at the address, hrith
Lawrence Holland in 1915, a hostler (stableman). Tn 1925
ilohn P. Welsh, a chauffer is listed with his r,rife Catheríne
and in 7940, ,Joseph Cireílo, a Laborer, with his wife
L].rILan.
The Morse House is one of the originaL Wilbur tract houses
built along the B&M Railroad line in the late 19th century,
occupied by 1ocal workers and their families.

tl\
( nrnrroGRAPI{Y and./or-REFERENCEs o see continuation sheet

Atl-as of Somervi 11e . Phi ladelphia :
Middlesex County Deeds. Plan Bool<

(18e5).
Somervill-e Dírectory. Boston: W.A.
Somerville Engineering Department.

c.Vü. Bromley, 1895.
62-44 (1890), 2342-Lr7

Greenough, 1895-7940.
Drainage cards.

n Recommended for listing in the National Register of Hisroric Places. If checked, you ntxßt attach ø cmnpleted. NøtianølRegister Criteriø Støtmtnit form.

I /Aí
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FOR}T B - BIILDING
MessecHUSETTS Hrsrontcnl- CoprurssroN
MessacuustTTs Ancntws Bu rlorNc
220 MonRrssEY Boul-rvann
BostoN, MessacHUSETTS OZL75

Assessor's Number USGS Quad

Town

Place (neighborhood or ailløge) Têe 1 e Squa re

(Íüest, Somervi lle )

Address 1170 Broadway

Historic Name St. James Church

l]ses: Present church

Original chanel

Date of Constmction 1876/7892

Source church hisüorielr mâÞs

SryleÆorm Stick-Gothic./nave church

Architect/Builder unknown

Exterior Materiai:

Foundation

Wall/Trim

stone

vinvtr /wood

Roof asphalt

Outbuildings/Secondary S trucrures

attached Assemby Hall (7902\

Major Alteratic¡ns (ztith dntes) remodeled 1 B9 2

renovated ca. 1965

Condidon qood/fair

Moved [-]no i]yes Date 1885 from
Newbury St. Somerville

Acreape B,2.5L sq.ft.

Setting corner 1ot on commercial

tboroughfare _

ì

I

l

I

IÞets
I

)t0 017

zd

ride of
ation

I to th,
l, oil
1,,,,-
lnzbers,

lcnte

see attached map

Recorded by Arthur Krim

Organization Somerville Híst. Presv. Comm.

Date (tnonthiyeafl August' 2005

Iìollo-¿ Ilassntbttsetts llistct'itttl Cont¡tission Suvc1, \4utntnl in.rutrctions for conpicting this Jr'tn.



B{IILDING FORÙI

ARCHITECTITRAI DESCRIPTION p see continuation sheet 1170 Broadway
Describe ørchitecturøl feantres' Eualuate the chariaeristics of this building in tenns of other buitdings within the cammrnity.

I{ISTORICAL NARRATfVE l) see continuatian sbeet
Díratss the history of the lnilding. Erpløin its øssociøtimswitb local (or støte) history. Includ.e uses of the building, and. the role(s)
the uumers/ocntpønts pløyed witbin the cmnruunity.

The St. James Episcopal- Church at 1170 Broadway, corner of
Clarendon Avenue, is dated to 1876 as a mission chapel and

,, êxpanded as a church in L892, based on church and local
'\ historíes. The original congregation ¡¿as formed in 1875 from
( SL. .James Church in North Cambridge by the Episcopal Díocese
'\ of Massachusetts with the first, service in the chapel on

Newbury Street ín Teele Square in 1876, dedicated in 1880
(Somerville 1-912zl72). The Newbury Street chapel is shown on
the 1884 Atlas and moved to its present site on Broadway in
1BB5 (Somervi¿le 1892:t92O; Brad.shaw 1962). In IB92 the
chapel was expanded to its present form as a parish church
with the dedication attended by the noted Rev. phillips
Brooks of Trinity Church Boston (Somervill-e 79L22I72). Tn
7902 an Assembly Hall was added and attached to the rectory
at, 7 çlgrendon Avenue (SMV.U68)
The St. .James Church remaíns a noLed local parish
congregation ín Teele Square, transformed from a mid-1gt,h
century chapel to a full church ín the early 20th century.

- BIBLIOGRAPIfY and./or-REFERENCES I see csntinuation sbeet'1 Atlae-qf Semerville. Philadelphia: iI.M. Hopkíns, 1884.
,l 'ffi. phitadetihia: G.w. nrõmtey, 1895.t.

Somerville: by the church, 1962.
The Churgh Milit,ant, "St. ifames, t' December L937, p.9.
Duffy, Mark ,J., ed. Thg Episç!¡pal Dlocesg of Massachusetüs.

Boston: Episcopal- Diocese of Massachusetts, L984.
Lacharite, Fr. Paul. Interview by A. Krim, 22 ilu.ne 2AA5.
9omervi1le. Somerville: Board of Trade, IgI2.
Somerville. Nen York: Mercanüi1e publishing Co, 1892.

E Recommended for listinq in the Nadonal Register of Hisroric Places. If checked, lnu n ast anach ø cmnpleted NatianalRe gister Criteriø S ta tnn nit form.



IN\ItrNTORY FORÀ4 CONTII{UATION SHEET rown

MassacsusETTs Htsrontcal Co¡,a¿ISSIoN

MessacHUSETTS Ancutves Bu tlntNc
220 MonRISSEY Boursvenn
BostoN, MessacsusETTs AZns

PHOTO SHEET A

Somerville 1170 Broadway

St.,f ames Church
Entrance Portico

St.James Church
Rear Apse

Property Address

r/95



INVENTORY FOR&I CONTIbTUATION SHEET rown Properry Address

Sonerville 1170 Broadway
Massacr¡uspTTs Htsrontcal CotUISSIoN
MessecuusETTs Ancutvas Bu trotNc
220 MonRrssEY Bour-pveno
BostoN, MessacuusETTs AZL25

PHOTO SHEET B

f t.,lames Church
fnterior Nave

'

t.James Church
nterior Apse

r/95



INT\TENTORY FORIVT C ONTINUATION

MessecgusrTTs Htsrontcer Com,tISSIoN
MessecuusETTs Ancruws Bunonc
220 MonRrssEY BowsvaRo
BostoN, MessecuusETTs OZL25

Some

SHEET Town Property Address

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRTPTTON

The St. ,James Episcopal Church at, 1170 Broadwayr cornêr of
Clarendon Avenue¡ lrâs originally built ín 1876 as a chapel
and enlarged in L892 by an unknown archit,ect for the
Episcopal Diocese of Massachusetüs. The church follows a
simple nave plan wlth a high gable roof and rear apse, all
of wood consüructionr sêü on a süone foundation. The
origÍnal chapel of 1876 was locaüed on Newbury Street and
comprised the easü two bays facing Clarendon Avenue. The
chapel ís shown in Bradshaw (1.962) designed in the Stick
style st'yle and moved to its present site in 1885. surviving
features of the origÍnal chapel include the present entryportico with Stick Style bracing and a Gothic Style door,
apparently intact from ühe original 7876 design. rn l9gz the
chapel was expanded to its presenü form of four bays wit,h an
a rear (wesü) apse of octagonal form by an unknown
architect,. The 7892 remodeling included insertion of
triangular dormer windows on t,he gable roof and the
insertion of double arched windows in the nave wíth stainedglassr âs well as triple lancet windows in the apse,
producing a plain geomet,ric effect. The interior remains
Íntact from the L892 remodeling with cross bracing ín thegable roof, likely based from the origínal IB76 chapel
design. The break between the original chapel and the
expanded nave can be seen ln the nave walls between the
second and third bays. sometíme afüer 1910, the apse arch
was decorated in Gothic Revival st,yle with a lgth century
organ installed in 1918 from t,he St,. Marks School in
southborough, Mass. rn 7902 an Assembly Hall was added on
the south síde to connect with the recüory at 7 clarendon
street (s}fv.1168)r noted by a Gothic style dooFãffirendon
Avenue. A renovation of the origÍnal pews and interlorpaneling was made after L962 with a remodeling of the
Assembly Hal1 to its present form.
The St. ifames Church is of note as a mÍd-lgth century
chapel r expânded in L892 to form a simple stíck süyle design
of a local parish church in Teele Square.

t/95



INI\aENTORY FORlvt CONTINUATION SHEET rown

MessecuusETTs Hrsromcal CotrntrtssloN
MessecuuscTTs AncHrws Bunowc
220 MonRrssEY Boursveno
BostoN, MassecHusETTS OZL25

ARCHIVE SHEET

St. .James Chapel
(l,inecut 1887 )

Bradshaw. St. fttges_Çhgrchr
s qe_nfi - Fi f tÞ_AnnjJeqgay,

1962.

Propemy Address

Somerville 1170 Broadway

c.

L/95



MnssncsusETTs Hrsronrcar CouurssroN
MessacHUSETTS AncHtves Bunuruc
220 Monrussey BoULEVARD
Bosroru, MassacHUSETTS OZl25

Check all that apply:

F Individually eligible D Eligible onlyin a historic district
ü Contributing to a potential historic district

Criteria: flA tlB EC trD

Town

Somerville 1170

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
Criteria Statement Form

Property Address

Broadraay

I Potential historic district

CriteriaConsiderations: trA nB trC trD trE trF trG

KrimArthur
Statement of Significance by

The criteria tbøt a.re checþed in the øboae sections rnust be jurtifed here.
The st. ,James Episcopal church at 1170 Broadway¡ corrrêr of
Clarendon Avenue¡ wâs origínalJ-y built as a wood frame
mission chapel in 1876 and moved to the síte in 1BB5 and
expanded to its present form in lBgZ, dedicated by Rev.
Phillips Brooks of Triníty Church, Boston. The original
chapel forrns the left two bays uith. the entrance pgrtico,
preserving the stick style details of the original desígn.
The expanded church of t892 is set in a nave pJ-an with
simple Neo-Gothic style features in the double uindows andpolygonal apse, ¡rhile ühe triangular roof lights show
elen-ents of ühe craf tsrnan style. The Ínterior reta_ins the
cross trusses of the 1892 design, while the apse was
remodeled ca.1910 in Gothic st,yle, includíng an earlier pipe
organ- AJ-thouEh recent,ly resided, the st. James church is
recommended for National Register consideration under
criteria c as a well preserved mid-L9t,h century Episcopalparish church wíth oríginal stick style and eotnic Revival
details.

t/95
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FOR¡VI B - BTIILDING

MessecsusETTs Hrsronrcal CopurssroN
MassecHUSETTS AncHrves Bulronc
220 MonRrssry Boulrveno
BosroN, MassecHUSETTS 0ZIZ5

Recorded by Arthur trrf*

Organization qmm.

Date Qnonth/1eal August, 2005

ËîÏîffiiffi
Town Somervltle

Place (neighborhood or uilløge) teele Sbuare

Address 7 Clarendon Àve.

Historic Nr*.
{Jses: Present ehureh reetory

Original residentíal
Date of Constniction 1875-1876

Source deeds and maps

StyleÆorm It,al i anat,e,/suburban s ideha 1 1

A¡chitecr/Builder unknown

Exterior Materiai:

Foundation

W.allffrim

brick
shinqlelwood

Roof asphalt

Ou tbui I din gs/S e con d a ry S truc rures g r__wl_n cr

ca . 1910
riqht winq 1902

Major Alterations (zuith dntes) remodeled
ca. 1902-1910

Condidon fairlpoor

)gro ou

Pd
þide of
'l*^"

I

I

I

to the
l" oll

lo,u
'¡mbets,

î"

Moved

Acreage

Setting

8l no il yes Date

3606 sq.ft.

suburban house attached to

church in resi denùí a1 dí strl r.f-

Follot; I'ltsvtchttsett¡ llistcritttÌ Conznission Sznval, ll4ntntnl innnrction.r for cotnpÌcting tbis fr,tnt



BTIILDING FORÀ/[

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION D see continuation sheet 7 Clarendon Ave.
Desribe ørchitecturølfeanres. Eaaluate the cha.racteristiæ of this building in tentzs of other buitd.ings within tbe cmnmuniry.

The suburban house at 7 Clarendon Avenue was built 1875-1876
by an unlcnown housewright for George Tripp as original the
owner, later purchased as the rectory for St. James Church
(SMV_.1161) about L9O2. The house follows a standard side
fraff plan of two süories vith gable to the streeü¡ set on a
brick foundatíon. The design is simple Italianate Style seen
in the deep gable cornice and the facade bay. The entry
porch retains some bracketed detaí1s¡ later replaced by
Colonial Revival columns ca.1910. The house was connected to
St. tTames Church by the present Assembly Hal-l ín 1902. À
rear meeting hall was added about 1910 witn interior trusses
of Gothic Style¡ oon hidden by a lo¡sered ceiling.

The St. ,James rectory is of note as a mid-lgt,h cenüury
suburban houser corrrrectêd to the main church in the early

. 2Ùlh century with later additions.
HISTORICAL NARRATIYE J see csntinuøtian sheet
Discuss tbe history of the Intilding. Erpløin itç associøtions.witb locøl (or state) bistory. Includ.e ttses of the building, ønd the role(s)
the myners/ocatpønts pløyed within the canmunity.

The suburban house at 7 Cl-arendon Avenue is dated 1875-1876
6 by deed and map research to George H. Trippr a Bostono speculator. The lot is shown as a vacant subdivision on the
1( 1874 Atlas and purchased by Tripp in 1875. The property was' sold to Morton Hamblet ín 1876 I'with buildings," thus

confirmlng the construction in 1875-1876, tit<ety as a
speculative venture. The house !Ías sold to George Runnels of
Lowell in L877 and resold through several owners to
Elizabeth and Caroline Barnes of Somerville in LB92 and to
frving W. Rosa in 1894¡ âs shown on the 1895 Atlas. In l9O2
the house was purchased as the rectory for St,. ilames Church
at ¡170 Broadway (SMv.1161) and connected üo the church by
the Assembly Hal1 (Bradshaw 1962). A rear rneeting haIl was
also added about 1910 and contains an original folk painting
of the Teele House ca.1830, in Teele Square.
The St. ilames rectory ís of note as a nid-19th century
houser later acquired by ühe church as a rectory ín the

l( early z0t-n. century.

/BrBLroGRAPrrY a¡rd./or-REFERENCES a see continuation sheet

Atlas of Somervi 1le . Philadelphia : ,J .M. Hopkins , L87 4, 1884 .

4t1as of Somerville. Philadelphia: G.V{. Bromley, 1895.
Bradshaw, Charles. 75ùh Ànniversarv of St.ilames Church.

Somerville: by the church, 1962.
Middlesex County Deeds t35O-262 (1875), 1390-187 (1876),

1435-509 (L877), 1463-99 (1878), t524-553 (1879),
t662-432 (t892), 2282-394 (1894).

n Recommended f....-tt::ls.,l_te Nadonal Register of Hisroric Places. If checked., ynu ntust øttach a cmnpleted NationalRe gister Criteria S tatern ent fornz.
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FORM B − BUILDING  
 

 
Follow Massachusetts Historical Commission Survey Manual instructions for completing this form. 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
MASSACHUSETTS ARCHIVES BUILDING 
220 MORRISSEY BOULEVARD 
BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS 02125  
 
Photograph 

 
Topographic or Assessor's Map 
 

 
 
Recorded by:   Carole Zellie/ Gretchen Schuler 
Organization:  Historic Preservation Commission 
Date (month / year):  1980/ April 1988 

Assessor’s Number       USGS Quad      Area(s)     Form Number 
 

20-B-1  Boston 
North 

   SMV. 341 
 

 
 
Town:   Somerville 

Place: (neighborhood or village)  
 Powderhouse 

Address:  45 College Avenue 

Historic Name:  Third Universalist Church  

Uses: Present:  Church 

Original:  Church 

Date of Construction:  1884  

Source:   Samuels, Somerville:  Past and Present

Style/Form:    Vernacular 

Architect/Builder:    

Exterior Material: 
Foundation:   Brick 

Wall/Trim:   Vinyl  

Roof:   Asphalt Shingle 

Outbuildings/Secondary Structures:   
 

Major Alterations (with dates):  When last surveyed in 
1988, the building had wood clapboard which has since 
been covered by vinyl siding. 
 

Condition:    Good 

Moved:  no |  X  |  yes |   |     Date    

Acreage:   6,492 SF 

Setting:    Northeast corner of Morrison and College 
Avenues in a neighborhood with mixed residential, religious 
and civic uses. 

 



INVENTORY FORM B  CONTINUATION SHEET                   [SOMERVILLE ]                   [45 COLLEGE AVENUE] 
 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION                                                                           Area(s)      Form No. 
220 MORRISSEY BOULEVARD, BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS  02125  
  
 

Continuation sheet 1 

SMV. 342 

 
 

___ Recommended for listing in the National Register of Historic Places.   
 If checked, you must attach a completed National Register Criteria Statement form. 
 

 
Use as much space as necessary to complete the following entries, allowing text to flow onto additional continuation sheets. 
 
ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION:     
Describe architectural features.  Evaluate the characteristics of this building in terms of other buildings within the community.  
 
This church is one of the only remaining wood religious buildings and is unique in that nearly all churches built in the late 1800s were of 
stone or brick.  The vernacular form of the Stick Style/Queen Anne building is in keeping with the surrounding architecture and gives a 
certain domestic quality to this church building.   
 
The main block is a gable end facing College Avenue from which projects a sizeable three story gable end ell to which is attached a tower 
with a tall steeple and open belfry.  The Stick style elements are found in the gable peaks, and on the tower that articulates the elements of 
construction.  Other details of the clapboarded building on a brick foundation include the vertical light, stained glass windows on the College 
Avenue façade, the oriel bay with brackets on the projecting gable facing Morrison Avenue, and the gothic pointed window enframements. 
 
 
HISTORICAL NARRATIVE     
Discuss the history of the building.  Explain its associations with local (or state) history.  Include uses of the building, and the role(s) the 
owners/occupants played within the community.  
 
This church is located near Davis Square on College Avenue formerly Elm Street.  It is an area that remained rural until the late 1800s when 
Davis Square became recognized as a commercial and transportation center in large part due to the Lexington and Arlington branch of the 
Boston and Maine Railroad and subsequent development of the streetcar.  Morrison Avenue and smaller subdivision streets west of College 
Avenue were developed from 1870.  With a growing population came the logical economic and social changes in the area. 
 
The Third Universalist Church was organized in West Somerville in 1881.  In 1883, the congregation purchased this corner lot as the best 
church location in West Somerville.  Hosea B. Dennison, a member of the congregation was the architect and superintendent of the project, 
which began in September of 1884 and was dedicated December 31, 1884. 
 
BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES      
Bromley, George.  Atlases of the City of Somerville, 1895 (Third Universalist Church).  
Hopkins, G. M.  Maps of the City of Somerville, 1884 (land only).   
Samuels, Edward A.  Somerville Past & Present. Boston: Samuels & Kimball Company, 1897. 
 



Assessor's Numbcr USGS Quad

FL'-ìB llfi:;H"l

Town Somervi 1l.e

Place (neigbbot'bood or uillage) Magoun Square

10 Henderson Sü.
012 Address

side of
t071

llistoric Name Zwellei l!ç€_ lguee

Uses: present residential

Original res i dent, ía1

Date of Construction 1 890

Source deeds and .drainage records

Style.Æorm Queen Anne,/sidehall coütage

A¡chitect/Builder J.Îf. Wilbur

Exterior Material:

Fou¡dation

Wall/Trim

Roof

stone

Acreage

Setting

1797 so.ft.

residential dist,ruct

il

l, to th,

l* att

Ntrstt-
tgumbers,

þ,tirot,

shingle,lwood

asphalt

Outbuildings/Secondary Strucrures

MajorAlterations (zttith dntes) f rop! bav 1947
reshingled

Condition oood

Moved E no lJ yes Date

Recorded by Artnur Árrrr

Organization Somervil-le Híst. Presv. Comm.

Dare (nnnth/veaò JanuarY 2006

t,íoht lot in dense

Follo'¿ I'Its¡tthu.çetts I li-rtct'itnl Connnissiott Surucl, I4nntnl in.nnutions for compict.ing tbis Jòntt
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BTIILDING FOR&T

ARCI{ITECTTIRAL DESCRIPTION J see continxøtínn sheet 10 Henderson St.
Desa'ibe archítuauralfeantres. Eanluate the chørøcterirtiæ of this buitd.ing in trlnitrài"titüiì;ïntfi ioith;" the cammtmity.

The tract house at 10 Henderson Street was built in 1890 by
J.W. Wilbur for the Winter Híll Land Company, with ilohn
Zweíreiltes as the oríginal orùner. The house follows a side
hall coüüage plan of one and a half storles on a fíe1d stone
foundation. the design is Queen Anne Style seen in the gable
barge boards wittr turned ends and in the exposed cornice
rafters. The interíor retains its orígina1 turnpost nel¡el
and st,airway. The facade vas remodeled in Ig47 with
replacement of original second süory windows and extension
of a pa-rlor bay window üo the porch (Lynch 2005). The
oríginal clapboard siding has been replaced by shingles,
retaining the fish-scale shingles on t,he basement siding.
The Z¡seireíltes House is notable as one of the original
Wilbur tract houses on Henderson Street from the late 1gth'cent,ury, int,act wíth remodeling of the facade.

HISTORICAL NARRATIVE Z see continuøtiun sheet
Discttss the bistory of the lruilding. Etpløin its øssociøtions.with local (or støte) hinory. Includ.e uses of the build.ing, ønd the role(s)
the m¡ners/ocrupants played zaithin the com.munity.

The tract house at 10 Henderson Street, is dated 1890 by plat
plan and drainage cards to ilacob W. Wilbur, a Boston area
developer, for the T{inter Hill Land Company, with ,Iohn
Zweireiltes as the original olrrner. The Henderson Street
subdivision was laid out in February 1B9O with the lot sold
"with buildings" in rTanuary 1891 to Wílbur, matching the
drainage ilate of 1890 for construetion of the house. The
house was sold to John Zweireiltes (zvairaltis) of Bost,on in
L892 and noted to "Zneíreitesrron the 1895 Aù1as. fn 1905
ZweLreiltes is fist,ed in the Directory as a Boston tailor,
and in 1915 to Christopher Chaisr â1so a tailorr âttd Anna
Chaser possibly related. The 1"925 Direct,ory lists Walter
King, a chef , ruíth his wife Lena. fn 1g4O the house is
list'ed to George chamberlain, a chauffeur, and his wífe,
Margarette.
The Zweireíltes House ís one the original late 19th century
T{ilbur tract houses on Henderson Street,, owned by skilled
workers from Boston and Somerville through 1940.

BTBLTOGRAPI{Yand/or'REFERENCES J see crntinuationsbeet

AÇlgs of Somerví1le. Philadelphia: G.W. Bromley, 1895.
Middlesex County Deeds. plan Book 68-44 (1890); ZO2O-2Oï

(18e2).
Lynch, ,Ioseph. Site visit by A. Krim, 14 November 2005.
Somerville D!rectorv. Bosüon: ïI.4. Greenough, 1gO5-1940.
Somerville Engineering Department. Drainage cards.

\
\

I Recommended for lisring in rhe Nadonal Register of Historic Places. If cbecked., lou nttLrt l¿ttacb a carnpleted NatimalRegister Criteriø Støtenteit forw.
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FOR/VT B - BTIILDING

MessecHUSETTS Hlsronlcal Co¡,anrssroN
MessecHUSETTS AncHtv¡s Buu-orNc
220 MonRrssEY Bour-evano
BosroN, MessecHUsETTS OZLZí

Photograph
t"-"2 I/)"v

Assessor's Number USGS Quad

t',-*=ttfi:.fl
Somervi 11.e

(n e i gh b orb oo d or aílla ge) Magoun Square

Town

Place

r" hlacþ and wbite onþ) Lnbelphoto ott

]V,

Address 13 Henderson St.

Historic Name CoreY Hoqse

IJses: Present residential

Original res ídential

Date of Construction 1 890

Source deeds and drainage records

StyleÆorm Oueen Ànne,/sidehall cottage

Architect/Builder .l . Vl. l'Ii lbur

Exterior Material:

Fou¡dation

Wall/Trim

stone

shinqle,/¡vood

asphalt

n to the

ru all
tersec-

untbets, Roof
dìcøte

see attached

Recorded by Arthur Krim

Organization Somervill-e Hist.Presv'Comm'

Dare þnonth/1ea) January 2006

Outbuildings/Secondary S trucrures

Major Alteratic¡ns (uith dates) resh i ng 1 ed
ca. 1 970

Condirion good

Moved fJ no il yes Date

Acreage 1797 sq.ft.

Setting tight 1ot í n dense

rcsirl¡rntíal distrint 
-

Foll6u I!¿svchttsetts llistct-it,tl Cotntnission Sru'ucy !\4nntnl innnutionsforcotnpictingtbisJr'mt.



BLIILDING FOR&T

ARCHITECTIIRAL DESCRIPTION J see continuøtion sheet 13 Henderson St.
Describe architeauralfeantres. Eanluøte the chørøcterixics of this building in te:ntts of other buildittgs within the community.

The tract house at L3 Henderson Street was built in 1890 by
,I.W. Wilbur for ühe Winter Hill Land Company vith Frank,f.
Corey as the original owner. The house follows a side hall
cottage plan of one and a half stories set on a brick
foundation. The design is Queen Anne Style as seen in the
gable barge boards with turned ends and the exposed rafters
under the cornice. The house retains its original porch
location, wlth shingled siding replacíng the origÍna1
clapboards, and replacement of some of the original windovs.

The Corey House is one of the original Wilbur tract houses
from the late 1gth century on Henderson Street, intact with
minor renovations.

HISTORICAL NARRATIVE Z see cantinuøtirn sbeet
Disatss the history of the Inilding. Erpløin itç øssociations.witb locøl (or støte) history. Include trses of the buitding, and the role(s)
the m¡ners/ocarpønts played within the carnmunity.

The tracü house at 13 Henderson Street is dated 1890 by plat
plans and drainage records to ilacob W. Wílburr a Boston area
developer for the Winter Hill Land Company, with Frank ,J.
Corey as t'he flrst owner. The subdivislon of Henderson Ìras
laid out in 1890, arith purchase of the house lot by Frank
Corey of Somerville in 1892. Corey is named as the owner on
the 1894 Atlasr âTtd listed as a streeücar notorman in the

,' 1895 Directory. The 1905 Direcüory llsts Frank Almeida, a
\ noston hairdresser at the addressr âDd ln 1915 Emil poirier,
¡ â meat packer. fn L925 Neil A. Mclean, a btacksmith isI 1Ísted with his wife jennie and in 1940 Patrick Conners, a

laborer, with híe vife, Margery.

The Corey House is not,abl-e as one of the oríginal T{ilbur
üract houses on Henderson Street from the late 1gth century,
owned by a suecession of local workers through World lrfar f I.

BIBLIOGRAPI{Yand./oT.R.EFERENCES J seecontinuationsheet

Atlas of Somerville. Philadelphia:
Middlesex County Deeds. Plan Book

( 1891 ), 2Lr9-228 ( 1892) .
Somerville Di¡ectorv. Boston: I{.4.
Somerville Engineerlng Department.

G.W. Bromley, 1895.
62-44 (1890), 220-204

Greenough, 1895-1940.
Drainage cards.

I Recommended f",^t-t-ttllg^tl--the Nadonal Regisrer of Historic Places. If checked, Nou ?t-utst attach a cmnpleted NøtianalRegister Criteria S tatnneãt forzn.



û¡

Somerville

Assessors Map

ffiw

- - 
Parcel Boundary

- 
Block Boundary

---, AssessorMap
Eoundary

f---l uatetaody

i:- 
.-l 

Bu¡td¡ng

V:ffi ø¡¡oadsw,t

bt Dlñens¡ons

&ueæ hotegê
Ftuntsgê D¡aaos¡on

StÊ¿t AddEs

ao o lofd

Ft=;-*l-lJl
l' - ô0'

Íebtuary 07,2OO2

Sdd Ridr¡dary.nd bu¡ldiñt ldpdñú
dtrrood ññ tdld ULú CñÈrydàr¡.
t995. Èrc| d.¡kloþ.d lm¡ssruF
b/Oñp OEær eMck 199

NoE: Tk d¡Þ @ælcd d tfr.k 6¡ø
l.d¡dÈdLÞôø.¡dkd lÉliúroa
d.{nlbuúrb r. ùc Clry dh.dl¡c
ñq¡E NOtuqó¡b¡d¡h@ld nd h



FORJVT B - BTIILDING

Mess¿cHUSETTS Hrsrontcnl Cotr¿rssroN
MassecHUSETTS AncHtws BurlolNc
220 MonRtssEY BoulpvaRo
BosroN, MessecHUSETTs OZIZ5

see attached

Recorded by Arthur Krim

Organization Somerville Hist. Presv. Comm.

l)*e (tnonth/yeat') January 2006

Vi nyl /r¡oocl

Assessor's Numbcr USGS Quad

Fou¡dation

Wall/Trim

oS n¡a

tl;;mtrf
Town

Place

Somervi LIe

(n e igb b orh o o d or u il Iø ge) Magoun Square

Address )1 lfan¡larqnn Sù. -

Historic Name MoDonaldl t{61'rRê

lJses: Present res i dent i a 1

Original rociâonlirl

Date of Construction 18gO

Source deerls andl rlrainagc rcr.nr¿ls

StyleÆorm 0t:een Ànnp/sl riche'l 1 ¡nttege

Architect/Builder J.tÂI- r¡lí t hrrr

Exterior Materiai:

oto orl

nd
side of
ø.ttot1

Roof asphalt

Outbuildings/Secondary S trucrures

Major Alterations (uith dates) @

Æe+'+9+O

Condition qood

Moved EJno [J yes Date

Acreage 1 979 sq. ft, . -

Setting tight I-ot ì n <{ense

resi dent-í a1 <listrict--

Follou II ns:nthtsetts I listcrit,t ! Conzn ission Szttttq' l\4nmml in.nnttt ion-t for compictittg rbis lomt



BI.IILDING FOR.&T

ARCFtrTECTURAL DESCRIPTION Z see continuation sbeet 2l Henderson St.Desribe archiæauralfeantres. Eaaluate tbe chøracterirtics of tbís building in teläs ffiììtir'trÏiiaiìrgi;,ih;" the cummtmiry.

r

\

The tract house at 21 Henderson Street was buílt in 1890 by
if.W. Wilbur as the developer with Allen,J. McDonald as the
original owner. The house follows a small side hatl cotüage
plan of one and a half stories, simílar üo other Wilbur
houses on Henderson Street (see SMV.1264, SMV.1265, and
SMV.1268). The design is Queen Anne Style as seen in the
gable barge boards l¡ith turned ends and in the exposed
rafters under ühe cornice. The house retains its tr¡o small
windows under Lhe roof cornice, but the facade wíndows have
been replaced with a picture windour. The origína1 clapboards
have been replaced by vinyl sidíng and the porch enclosed.

The McDonald House is of note as one of the original ,J.W.
Wilbur tract houses on Henderson Street from the 1at,e 1gth
century ¡ fiosr mod i f i ed and res i ded .

FIISTORICAL NARRATIYE A see continuøtian sheet
Disarcs the bistory of tbe Inülding. Etpløin its øssociatians with local (or støte) hístory. Include r;r;es of the build.ing, ønd. the role(s)
tbe m¡ners/ocntpønts played zuithin the cammunity.

The tract house at 2t Henderson Street is dat,ed 1890 by plat
plans and draínage cards to ilacob ÌnI. Witbur a Boston area
developer, trith Allen ,f . McDonald as the origínal owner. The
Henderson Street subdivision r,¡as laid out in 1890 by the
Wínter Híl1 Land Company and the house list,ed in 1890 to
.1.W. Wilbur for drainage connectíons by the Engineering
Department, thus confirming the 1890 construction date. The
1895 Atlas shows the house is owned by "Al1en MeDonald,"
with McDonald listed at 2I Henderson Street in the tB94
Directory. In 19Ó5 the house is listed to Patrick O'Brien, a
laborer¡ âDd in 1915 to Adeline Charpentier. fn I9ZS a
similar French Canadian resident, Henry N. Boissonmêsêâur¡
is listed as an operator with his wífe Clara. In 1"940 Mrs.
fda M. Roy is shown at the address.

The McDonald House is of interest as one of the origínal
Wilbur tract houses on Henderson Street of the late 19th
cent,ury, occupied by French Canadian families after 1900.

BTBLTOGRAPT{Yand./or-REFERENCES J see continuationsheet

Atlas of_Somervil1e. Philadelphia:
Middlesex County Deeds. Plan Book
Somerville Directorv. Bosüon: W.A.
SomervilLe Engineering Department.

G.W. Bromley, 1895.
62-44 ( 1890) .
Greenough, 1894-L940.
Draínage cards.

fl Recommended f",:-li:dq* the National Regisrer of Hisroric Places. If checked., rou rnNtît ønach a cmnpleted NatisnalRe gist er C ri t eri a S ta t em ezit forzn.
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FOR]VT B - BUILDING

M¡ssecuusETTS Hlsronrcal ComnssroN
MassecHUSETTS AncHlvrs BullorNc
220 MonRrssEY Boul-avann
BosroN, MessecuusETTs OZns

see attached

Recorded bv Arthur Krím

Organization Somervi 1te Hi st ' Presv ' Comm '

D*e þnonth/yeør) Janqary 2006

asphal-t

Outbuildings/Secondary Strucrures

Major Alterations (zaith dates) resided ca ' 1970

Condition

Moved EJno ll yes Date

Assessor's Number USGS Quad

1," 

",,
ld

f;de of

r''"
/

vinyl/wood

Acreage

Setting

7797 sq.fü.

tiqht lot in dense-

res ident i a1 d i stri-g!-__--

F,-"4 -lmlflf
Town Somervi L l. e

Place (neighbot'bood or uilløge) l"lagoun Square

Address 23 Henderson St.

llistoric Name Bet¡¡e9n_XcttEe

IJses: present residential

Original residential

Date of Construction I 890

Source deeds and drainage records

StyleÆorm Queen Anne,/sídeha11 cotüage

Archirec¿/Builder J . ry: Vri r!!I

Exterior Material:

Fou¡dation

Wall/Trim

stone

Follttu i\.!tssncbusetts llistcrii,zl Conni-çsiott Stu'uc1, J\4lttntnl innnøion.e þt'compictittg this frtmt.



BUILDING FOR-ÙT

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION lj see continzrction sheet 23 Henderson St.Desribe architecturøl feantres. Eaaluate the characteristics of this buitding i"i;rr;;;i;;Ëtrüiu;rigi ,itbin the crmmrnity.

The tract house at 23 Henderson Street was built by,J.W.
tlilbur in 1890 as the developer, and fírst owned by,Iohn G.
Bezanson, a carpenterr and possible employee of the Wilbur
firm. The house foltows a smal1 side hall cot,tage plan of
one and half stories set on a brick foundatÍon. The desígn
is simple Queen Anne Style as seen in the gable end barge
boards wíth turned ends and in the exposed rafters under the
cornice. The house retaíns its origínal three bay window
arrangement wit'h tr.¡o small windorrs under the attic eornice.
The origínal cJ-apboard sidíng has been replaced wíth
shingles and the entrance porch rebuilt.
The Bezanson House ís notable as one of the best preserved
of the,l.fü. Wílbur tract houses on Henderson St,reet from the
late 19th century, intact with original windows and gable
details.

HISTORICAL NARRATIVE J see continuatisn sheet
Disatss the bi*ory of tbe lntilding. Evpløin its øssociøtions.uith local (or state) hístory. Include uses of the building, ønd the role(s)
tbe muners/ocarpønts plqred zaithin the cmnmuniry.

The t'ract house at 23 Henderson Street is dated 1890 by plat
plans and drainage cards to Jacob lrl. Witbur as t,he developer
and first owned by John G. Bezanson. The Henderson Street
subdivisíon was platted in 1890 by the l,Iint,er Hill Land
Company and the fírst, set of tract houses (see s.MV.1264,
SMV.1265, and SMV.1266) built by Jacob W. Wírbui in fegO,
confirmed by drainage records. The house is noted to John G.
Bezanson on the 1895 Atlas and lísted to Bezanson, a
carpenter, in 7894r possibly an employee of the Wilbur firm.
The 1905 Direct,ory lists Mrs. Phílomena DeAngelis, a widow.

o BY L925 t'he house was divided as a tvo-family, with John
\ Revard¡ êDd George Bentonr a laborer, and his vife Martha.
x. Ín 1940 the 1-istíng is to Ant,hony Silva, a foreman¡ and his\ wífe Violet, with Alphonsa Carlucci, a canner, and hís wife

Gladys.
The Bezanson House is one of the oríEínal Wilbur tract
houses on Henderson St,reet from the late 1gth century, later
dlvided as a two family for local r¡orkers.

BTBLTOGRÄPIIYand./or-REFERENCES J see continuatiansheet

Atlas of Somerville. PhiIao'et_phia:
Míddlesex eounty Deeds. plan Book
Somerville Directorv. Boston: W.A.
Somerví1le Engineeríng Department,

c.W. Bronley, 1895.
62-44 ( 1890) .

Greenough , 1 894- 1 940 .
Drainage cards.

tr &ecommended for lisdng in rhe National Register of Hisroric
Re gister Criteria S tø tennît form.

Places. If checked, you nu,6t øttøch a cmnpleted Nøtional



ì¡

Somerville

@
Assessors Map

- - 
Parcel Eoundary

- 
Block Bounclary

-i,i Assessf Mâp
Boundary

l--l r¡¿ter gody

i 
-----¡ 

euiHins

{/f1) u¡noadtow

Lot Dlmensio6
lot Numbat
squ¿ß hotaga
Fñøtsoe D¡øsns¡on

Staet AddÊs

to 0 ¡Otd
F|--:_iôJ

r-80'
Februãry 0Z 2002

Sd6 Rióltd.wry.ñd buildin! ldPdnß
kld fm 16lú Edk6 cñÐryd!1.,
t991 àcl d.È klord í.æ .sø ó.ø
tOñÞ Oõs¿ Mch 1999

NO[' tu d¡¡ @'ch|.d ú ùæ ñ¡ø
¡diar. dùun6.¡d kcd ì€odt d
ad¡qãlbd¡/6 ¡n ùc clvd bêñ¡llc
fty.E Nøtuqd¡o ¡ú rhdld ñd b



FORJVT B - BI,IILDING

MassecrrusrTTs Hrsronrcel Colanrss roN
MessacHUSETTS AncHrvss BurlprNc
220 MonRrssry Boul-rvanp
BosroN, MessecrrusETTs OZI2 5

1

oto 077

nd
side of
wtion

Recorded by Arthur Krim.

Organization somervi 1 le Hist. presv. Comm.

Dltte (monthileør) Arrgust. 2005

Assessor's Number USQ!_QE!_ ,_A¡ea(s) , Form Numbcra;;-^lmæInE
Town

Place (neigbborbood or uillage) CLyde-Mactoun

Address 16 Hínckley St.

llistoric Name Kane House

IJses: Presenr resídential

Original res identía1

Date of Construction 1 886-1 887

Source atlases, deeds and directories

SryleÆorm Ital ianate,/suburban sídeha11

Architect/Builder un]<nown

Exterior Materiai:

Fou¡dation bríck

Wall/Trim vinyl,/wood

Roof asphalt

Outbuiläings/Second ary Srmcrures

Major Alteradons (zuitb futes) resided late 20thC

Condidon good

l

l

I

I

ttto 
the

I,t,ttt
IrÍec-

l*bnr,
licate

I

I

Moved

Acreage

Setting

E no il yes Date

2412 sq.ft.

t,iqht, suburban lot in dense

resídential district

see attacned map

Follo-¿ Ilos.v¡thusett.ç JIi.stoit,tl Cornt¡tis.çion Sutry fulnmnl inrutaion.rforcompictingtbi.rfrttzt.
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BLIILDING FOR ,t

ARCHITECTURAI DESCRIPTION D see continuation sheet 16 Hinekley St .
Desçibe architemtral feautres. Eaaluate the chørøaeristiæ of this building in tetttts of other builditþ uithin the ctmmunity.

The suburban house at 16 Hinclcley Street was likely built,
1886-1887 by an unknown housewright Trith Patricl< Kane as
fírst o\ilner. The house follows a traditional side ha1l plan
of two süories wiüh gable end to ühe streeü on a brick
foundaüion. The design is of plain Italianaüe style with
minimal period det,ails evident only in t,he gable cornlce and
the box bay on the ríght side. The front porch is likely
origínal to the design, although recently remodeled with the
residing of the house and ühe insertÍon of a picüure window
on the firsü floor parlor.
Although resided, the Kane house retains its profile as a
1gth century suburban house, maintaining ühe character of
the Hincl<ley Street dist,rict.

HISTORICAL NARRATIVE t see continuøtian slteet
Disatssthe bistory of the ltuilding. Erpløin its øssociationsøith local (or state) hí*ory.Include uses of tbe building, ønd the role(s)
the aa¡nn¡/ocaqønts plaled u:ithin tbe carnmunity.

The suburban house at 16 Hlncl<1ey Street is lÍke1y dated
1886-1887 by atlas, Ceed and direct,ory research t,o Patríck
Kane as original owner. The property was oriEinally the síte
of the Farnham Houser Dov' from
1869 with early deeds referenced from the Farnham olrnership.
The property was purchased by Susan Kane Ín 1886, with
Patrick Kane first listed in the Somervílle Di¡ectory on
Híncktey süreeü in 1887, thus lit(@lr-nt
house to 1886-1887. The house is shown to Susan M. Kane on
the 1894 Aü1as wiüh Patrick Kane as a Bosüon salesman in
1905. Kane famíly remalned as owners ührough 1925, vith
Alice Kane listed as resident.
The Kane house Ís of hístoric value as 19th century
sorkers's residence, maintaining the suburban character of
the Hínckley Street distriet.

q BIBLIOGRAPI{Y and./or REFERENCES D see continu¿tion sheet

Atlas of Sonnerville. Philadelphia: ,T.M. Hopkíns , l8'74, L884
Bromley, 1 895.
1662-513 ( 1884) ,

Atlas of Somerville. Philadelphia: c.If .
Middlesex County Deeds. 1576-99 (1881),

L755-268 ( 1e86).
Somervílle Directorv. Bost,on, ÏI.4. Greenough, 1886-194O.

I Recommended.for tisting in the National Register of Hisroric Places. If checked, yoa rnt$t øttocb ø curnpleted National
Re gister Citerià S utem åt forru.

t./95
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FOR]VI B - BTIILDING

M¡ssecHUsETTS Hrsronrcal Copnr¿tssroN
MessecuusETTs Ancurves BurlorNc
220 MonRrssEY Bou¡-pvano

',øtion

see attached

Recorded by Arthur Krim

Organization Somervill-e Hist. Presv. Comm.

Dare (tnontbiveøù January 2006

oto o',2 Address 80 HinckLey Sü.
nd
side of llistoric Name Hood-DoYle House

IJses: Present resideqtial

Original res identi a1

Date of Constmction 1 890

Source deeds and drainage reco¡ds

StyleÆorm oueen Anne/sideha11 suburban

Architect/Builder J . V[.lrli lbur

Exterior Materiai:

Foundation

Wall/Trim

stone

vinvl/wood

Roof asphal-t

Outbuildings/Secondary Strucrures

Major Alterations (zuíth futes) porc'lr encl osert -

ca.193O

Condition goort

Moved fl no ll yes Date

Acreage 17a7 sq-ft.

Setting tight lof in rìensp

raa{'jlan,Þ.i al r{i e}ri r-}

Assessor's Number USGS Quad

ll-;-ltnrn"-l
Somervi L l. e

(ne i gh b or h o o d or a il lø ge) ì4agoun Square

Town

Place

I

I

l

i

I

i

I

I

ln to the
I

lm;t øll
bersec-
I

þuntbers,t-.
hclrcate
I

I

I

I

nôãr MEtrFl rail line

BosroN, MassecHUSETTS 02125

Follou llt¡svthusrtts llistcritnl Contnission Sw-uc1' Ì\4nntnl innnrcriort.r for compicting tbis Ji'nt:



BI-IILDTNG FOR.ilT

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION Z see continuation sheet g0 Hincklev St.Destibe ørchitecturalfeøntres. Eunluate the chøracteristics of this buitding i" trnl"of o;h;;7;i¡ü"gräit;, the cummttniry.

The tract house at 80 Hinckley St,reet, corner of Wí1ton
Streetr rrês built ín 1890 by J.l{. Wilbur as developer forthe Winter Híll Land Company, first owned by ,James tfood,
ühen by Andrew Doyle. The house follows a standard suburbansíde hall plan of two and a half süories with gable to thestreet. The design is simple Queen Anne Style as seen in thegable barge boards with turned ends and in the exposed
raft'ers of the side cornices. The front porch was remodeled
as a full facade enclosure ca.1930 and one of the seeond
süory facade lsindows vas removed, rshile a recent resíding
has replaced the. original wood síding.

The Hood-Doyle House Ís of note as one of the origínal late
1gth cenüury Wilbur tract houses on Hlnckley Streetr sêt
adjacent to the MBTA railroad on a residential cu1 de sac.

HISTORICAL NARRATIVE D see csntinuatiun sbeet
Disatss the bistory of tbe Intilding. Erpløin its øssociations.with local (or støte) hístory. Include uses of the build.ing, ønd the role(s)
the m¡ners/occttpønts plqred within the cammunity.

The tract house at 80 Hinckley Streetr cornêr of TrliltonStreet, is dated 1890 by drainage records and deed research
üo ilacob lrl. Witbur, a Bosüon area developer, and first owned
by,Iames H. Hoodr ârld then by Andrew Doyle. The oríginalsubdivlsion of Lawrence (Hinckley) Street adjacent ão the
Bost,on & Maine (ltefa) nailroad r,ras laid out in lBgO by thewinter Hil-l- Land company. The drainage connection iscredited to Ïrlilbur ln 1890, thus dating construction. The
house is listed to,James H. Hood on bhe 1895 Atlasr althoughno directory or déed listing of Hood ls available. fn 1903the house was sold to Andrew Doyle, 1isüed in the 1go5

1 Direcüory as a laborer. Doyle ís sti1l listed in lg2ï vittrI hls t¡ife Sarah. rn L94O the house is líst,ed to,tane Doyle, a

I t,eacher at the Forster school, 1ike1y Doyle's daughter.

The Hood-Doyle House is notable as one of ühe origlnal
V'Iílbur tracü houses from the late 19th century, owned by theDoyte famity ührough 1940.

BrBLroGRAPIrYand./or-REFERENCES z see continuøtionsheet

.Atlas of Somerville. philadelphia:
Middlesex County Deeds. plan Book

(1893), 3063-480 (1903).
Somerville Dirgctorv. Boston: W.A.
Somerville Engineering Department.

G .l{. Bromley , 1 895 .
62-44 (1890), 2969-68

Greenough, 1895-1940.
Drainage eards.

fl Recommended for listing in the Nadonal Regisrer of Hisroric Places. If checked, Nna nnlrt ønøcb a cmrpleted NøtianalRe gister Criteri ø S ta tcmnit form.
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FOR/VI B - BTIILDING

MassacHUSETTs Hlsrontcal Com¿rsstoN
MessacHUSETTs AncHtves BurlorNc
220 MonRrssEY BoulEvano
BosroN, MessecHUsETTS OZl25

see attached

Recorded by Arthur Krim

Organization Somerville Hist. Presv. Comm.

Date þnonthilear) Ji-rya.gy- Sqqq

Town

Place (neighborhood or aillege) Magoun Sguare

Address 84 Hinckley St.

Historic ¡.-. Stengard House

uses: Presenr tg¡]g!f!i:l

Original residential

Date of Constnrcdon 1 890

Source deeds and drainage records

StyleÆorm Oueen Anne/sidehal1 suburban

A¡chitecr/Builder'l'w' wilbur

Exterior Materiai:

Foundation

Wall/Trim

Roof

eoncrete

asphalt

Outbuildings/Secondary Strucrures

left el1 ca.2000Major Alterations (with dates) rert- elr q'l' luY' porch remodeled

Condition good

vinyl/wood

Elno [J yes Date

2227 sq.ft.

sma11 l-ot in dense

residenüial area adjacent 
--

to MBTÀ rail line

Assessor's Number USGS Quad A¡ea(sl Form Number

t- sr-r--ci__lle-oston ll I tztl Il-" - - llrrror+b ll I I

Somervi 1l.e

i
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Iìollou I'lns¡túttsetts lÌisrcri,ttl Co¡ntn.ission Stn'yc1' !\4nntnl innntttions for cotnpict.irtg tbis fotttt.



BIIILDING FOR}T

ARCHTTECTURAL DESCRIPTION z see cantinuati,n sheet 84 Hinckley St.
Desçibe architecturøl feøntres. Eaaluate the cbaracterírtics of tbis buitd.íng in teinns of other buiålings within the cammtmity.

The tract house at 84 Hinckley süreet, adjacent to the MBTA
railroadrl{'âs buitt in 1890 by J.w. Trlilbur for the v{inter
Hill Land Company¡ ârrd first, owned by Peter Stengard. The
house fol-lows a standard suburban side ha1l plan of two and
a half stories l¡ith gable end to the street. The design is
sirnple Queen Anne style as seen in the gable barge boards.
Mosü recently in 2ooo, a side el1 was added to the left and
the porch was enclosed, with the original wood siding
replaced by vinyl síding.

The stengard House is noüabLe as one of the original wilbur
tract houses on Hinckley street, locaüed adjaceñt to the B&M(Meta) rait line¡ âod recently rernodeled.

HISTORICAL NARRATIVE Z see conrinuøtion sheet
Discttss tbe history of the lmilding. Erplain it¡ associøtisns.with locøl (or støte) history. Include ttses of the building, ønd. the role(s)
the n¡ners/ocntpønts plqred within the cmnmunity.

The tract house at 84 HÍnckley Süreetr ât the Boston & Maine(Mera) Railroad, is dated 1890 by drainage records and deed
research to ilacob I{. Ì{ilbur, a Boston area developer and
Peter Stengard as ühe origínal olrner. The subdívislon of
Lawrence (Hinckley) street was laid out in 1990 by the
Winter Hill Land Company r¡ith a drainage date of fggO to
,1.W. Wí1bur, thus confirning the construction dat,e. In April
1893 the property rras sold "with buildings" to peter
Stengard of Bost,on. St,enEard is listed Ín the 1894 Directory

1 as a yacht captain on Lawrence (Hinckley) Street and namedt as o!¡ner on the 1895 At,las. fn 1905 the house ís lÍsted to
I Herman Funke, a railroad worl<er and in 1915 to Thomas
' PennÍngton, a painter. The lg2s Directory lists Frank

Dodler, a chef, with his wife, Evangeline and in r94o to
Mrs. Anges Rogers
The St'engard House is not,able as one of the oriEinal Wilburt,ract houses from the late 19th century, that was owned by aseríes of skil-led workers unt,íl World l{ar II.

BTBLIOGRAPI{Y and/or 'REF'ERENCES J see continuatian sheet

Atlas of Somerville. Philadelphia:
as. plan Book

(18e3).
Soms:rvi11e Directo_ry. Boston: l{.A.
Somerville EngineerÍng Department.

G.W. Bromley, 1895.
62-44 (1890), 222L-148

Greenough, I894-1940.
Drainage eards.

I Recommended for lisdns in the Nadonal Register of Historic Places. If checked, you nnßt ottøch ø cmnpleted. NationalRe gister Criteriø S tøtnneít forrn.
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FOR /1 B-BUILDING
MessecHUSETTS HrsroRrcnl CopurssroN
Massecuus¡TTs AncHrws Bu rlorNc
220 MonRrssEy Boulrveno
BosroN, MessacHUSETTS 0ZLZ5

Photograph
/ail ail a 1 ,^rt

Recorded by Arthur Krin

Organization Somerville Hist. Presv. Comm.

August, 2OO5

Town Somcrvi1le

Place (neigbltorhood or aillagQ Fa st Somervl 1le

Address 16 Lincoln St.

Historic Name Towle House

uses: presenr resldent,ial

Original res ident Ía1

Date of Construction 1885

Source draínage ,cards, deeds

SryleÆorm Mansard,/suburban s idehall

A¡chirecr/Builder unlcnown

Exterior Materiai:

Foundation bríck

Assessorts Number

f*-^-'n1

I?oto otz

l"d
I sid.e of

løtion

- çtt Ll..l' ^-Å ""1"ì+" nooln,\ I nl,oJ ¡
-'- --.-

//

l

I

I, *,n,
lw alt
Ir,"rr-

1,,,,b,,'

lo'*"
I

Wall/Trim

Roof

shingle,/wood

slate

Outbuiidings/S econd ary S trucmres

Majoi' Alteradons (with dntes)

Condirion f a i rrlEood

Movecl Rl no il yes Date

Acreage 277O scr"f{:-

Setting _corner 1ot, in dense

residential distríct _

Dl
l,'

¡

D'tte þnonth/1'eør)

Follc,u i\'lnsvtltttsetts llistot'iml Comm.ission Sw-uc1, l,4amtnl insnt¿ctiott.t for cotnpicrittg rbis lrnrn.



BI.IILDING FOR,EÍ

ARCHTTECT{IRAL DESCRIPTION o see continua.ti,n sheet 16 Llncoln St.

rl\

(

Deso'ibe a'rcbiteaural feønr'res. Eunluate the chøracteristicr of this buitding in tenns of other buitdings within the commttnity.

The suburban h.ouse at 16 Líncoln Süreet, corner of George
Streetr rrîâs buílü ín 1885 by an unknown carpenter nith
Albion Towle as the oriEinal orrner. The house follows a
standard suburban side ha1l plan of üwo süories with a third-
story rnansard roof¡ set on a brick foundatlon. The design is
Late French Mansard Style as seen ín the straight angled
mansard roof r¡íth original slate roofing and shed dormers.
Other period features include the two-süory bay windows with
bracketed cornices and the champhered entrance posts.

Although now shingle sided, the Towle house retaíns its
features as a late example of t,he Mansard Süyler sêt on a
corner 1ot of a dense streetscape in East Somerville.

HISTORICAL NARRATIVE J see continuøtion sheet
Dismss the history of the ltttilding. Erpløin its øssociøtions.with locøl (or state) bistory. Include uses of the building, a.nd the rote(s)
the azuners/occxtÐo.nts olayed within the camnrunin.

Tfre'súburban house al 16 Llncoln Streetr cortÌêr of George
Streeü, is dated 1885 by dralnage cards and deeds to Albion
Towle as original owner. The corner 1ot, Ìras purchased by
Towle ín May 1.885r ãrrd mortgaged ln November 1BB5 "lsithbuildings," confirming the engineerlng drainage date of 1885
to Tow1e, alühough built, in an earlier Mansard Style (see
above). In 1885 Towle ís listed as a Boston teamsterr âDd
likeIy invested funds in development, selling ühe house to
Myron Levis in 1890 as shoun on ùhe 1895 Atlas. The 1903
Directory lists Samuel Walker, a süreet railway dispatcherr
and Lizzíe Lewis as residents, while the 1925 list,ing shows
.Tohn Maloney and Mrs. Catherlne Cary¡ a widow. fn 1940, Mrs.
Maloney, wldow of tTohn¡ âÍrd Daníel Coffey, a salesman at ühe
New England Biscuit Company ulth his wife Agnes were listed
as residents.
The Towle house is of note as a typieal late 19th century
residence in East Somerviller housing 1oca1 workers and
widows rríth theír families.

n nmrrocRAPfrY and/or-REFERENCES z see cuntinua¡ion sheet

Aflas of Somerville. Philadelphia: G.!ü. Bromley, 1895.
Middlesex County Deeds. 1705-148 (1885), 1726-34A (1885),

1e51-6e (18e0).
Somerville DlEectory. Boston. ÏÍ.4. Greenough, 1885-1940.
Somerville EnEineering Departmenü. Drainage Cards.

¡ Recommended fE 
listinq tl ,h. Nadonal Register of Historic Places. If checked., ynu ntust ønacb ø campleted Nøtional

Re gíster Criteria S tntnnerít fonn.

r/95



City of

Somerville
Massachusetb

Assessors Map

Parcel Boundary

Block Boundary

Assessor Map
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FORM B _ BUILDING

MessecgusETTs Hrsronrcer CovntISSroN
Mes SacHUSETTS ARcHrvss Bunorxc
220 MonrussEY Boureveno
BosroN, MessecuusETTs 02125

Photograph
| _---t -^.L;tò ^_1,,1 Lahel nhoto on

'e of

Town Somerville

P|ace (neighborhood or village¡ Magoun Square

Address 2S2LowellStreet

Ilistoric Name Cotter House

Uses: Present Residential

Original Residential

Date of Construction 1874-1875

Source Deeds & Atlases

Style/X'orm ltalianate/workers cottage

Architect/Builder Unknown

Exterior Material:

tr'oundation Brick

WalVTrim Vinyl/wood

Roof Asphalt

Outbuildings/Secondary Structures

Major Alterations (with dates¡

Condition good

Moved X no f] yes Date

Acreage 6940 sq. ft.

Setting tight lot in dense residential district

Assessor's Number

33-E-8

USGS Quad

l-B-i"" I

lNo'tn I

Area(s) Form Number

1212

tion

Recorded by Arthur Krim

Organization Som. Historic Preservation Commission

Date (month / year) Ianuary 2006

Follow Massachusetts Historical Commission Survey Manual instructions þr completing this form.



BIIILDING FOR.NÍ

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIP:IION J see continua.tion sheet 282 Lowell St.
Desnibe architecturøl feøntres. Eaoluøte the chøraaeristics of tbis buitding in tenns of other buitdings within the canzmrmity.

The small workers cottage at 2BZ Lorrrell- Street was buil-t in
1874-1875r âñd originally ourned by Michael Cotter with his
wife, Hannab. The house fol"lows a compact t.Torkers cottage
plan of one and a half stories vith an eiTtrance set center
in the gable end and faced to the streeÇ. The design is
pl-ain ltalíanate Style seen in the shord return gable end
cornice. The original door was replaced by a later door
ca. 1900 of Queen Anne design, while th.e orígínai" siding has
recently been replaced by vinyl cl"apboards, f.ikely
reflectíng the original- form.

The Cotter House is of interest as a compact workers eottage
of the post-CÍvil War periodr sêt on a tight, lot near the
Lowell Street railroad bridge.

,,.,.,-. 
n..-l . .",.r.rt

FIISTORICALNARRATIYE J see continuatiansheet
Disnss the history of the lntilding. Etpløin its øssociøtiansruith locøl (or støte) history. Include uses of tbe building, ønd the role(s)
the mvners/ocaryants played within the camruunity.

The rrrorkers cottage at 282 Lowe11 Street ís dated 7874-L875
by deed and aü1as research. The original- l-ot rras laid out in
a subdívision of 1873 and purchased by Hannah Cobter in IB74
with her husband Michael Cotter. The 7874 Direclory lists
Cotter at Charles Street and in 7875 as a laborer on Lowell
Street near the railroad (now MBTA Lowe1l line). The house
is not shown on the 1,874 Atl-as, thus suggesting construction
between 1874-1875. The 1BB4 Atlas sho¡¡rs the house to ttMrs.
Cotter,'r and in 1895 to "Cotter & Bal-dwin. " The 1905
Direetory lists ,fämes Doherty, a laborer, ât the address
with Michae1 Kelleyr a streetcar motorman, in 1915. In 1925
the house is listed to Ch.rist,ian Trlhel-an, a railroad
dispaLcher, and in 1940 to James Címil-dora.

The Cotter House is of historic interest as a workers
cottage of the post-Civit War period, that was owned by a
succession of railroad workers and l-aborers near the Lor,rrell-
Street raiLroad bridge

BIBLIOGRAPIIYand./oTREFERENCES J see contínua.tionsbeet

Atl-as of Somerville. Philadelphia: ,1.M. Hopl<ins, 1874, L884.
Atlas of Somerville. Philadelphia: G.W. Bromel-y, 1895.
Middlesex County Deeds. 1336-109 (1874).
Somervill-e Dírectorv. Boston: G.A. Greenough, 1874-1940.

I Recommended fo1 listinq T ù. National Regisrer of Historic Places. If cbecked., ynu rnvßt øttøch a cmnpleted Nøtionølñr
Ke gß-ter t.l rterta 5 tøte?nent Í0n71.

I /q<
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FORM B − BUILDING  
 
MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
MASSACHUSETTS ARCHIVES BUILDING 
220 MORRISSEY BOULEVARD 
BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS 02125  
 
Photograph 

 

 
Locus Map 
 

 
 
 
 
Recorded by:   Arthur Krim 
Organization:  Somerville Hist. Preservation Commission 
Date (month / year):  January 2006 
 

Assessor’s Number       USGS Quad      Area(s)     Form Number 
 

32-E-12  Boston 
North 

   SMV.1274 
 

 
 
Town/City:   Somerville 

Place: (neighborhood or village): 
 Magoun Square 

Address:  308 Lowell Street 

Historic Name:   McGrath-Harrington House 

Uses: Present:  residential 

Original:  residential 

Date of Construction:   1875-1876 

Source:   Deeds and Directory Research 

Style/Form:    Italianate/sidehall suburban 

Architect/Builder:   Unknown 

Exterior Material: 
Foundation:   brick 

Wall/Trim:   asbestos/wood 

Roof:   asphalt 

Outbuildings/Secondary Structures:   
 

Major Alterations (with dates):   
 
 

Condition:   good 

Moved:  no   yes      Date:  

Acreage:   2260 SF 

Setting:    corner lot in a dense residential 
neighborhood 

 



INVENTORY FORM B  CONTINUATION SHEET                TOWN   Somerville   ADDRESS 308 Lowell Street 
 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION                                                                           Area(s)      Form No. 
220 MORRISSEY BOULEVARD, BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS  02125  
  
 

Continuation sheet 1 

 SMV. 1274 

 
 

 Recommended for listing in the National Register of Historic Places.   
 If checked, you must attach a completed National Register Criteria Statement form. 
 

 
Use as much space as necessary to complete the following entries, allowing text to flow onto additional continuation sheets. 
 
ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION 
Describe architectural features.  Evaluate the characteristics of this building in terms of other buildings within the community.  
 
The well preserved suburban house at 308 Lowell at the corner of Wi1ton Street, was built in 1875-1876, for William 
McGrath, and later owned by Jeremiah Harrington. The house follows a standard side hall plan of two stories without 
a rear ell.  The design is Italianate Style as seen in the short return gable cornice and most obviously in the original 
bracketed door hood and paired brackets of the roof cornice.  The house was re-sided ca. 1950 and the Wilton Street 
side yard was enclosed by a board fence. 
 
The McGrath-Harrington House is notable as a well preserved suburban example from the post-civil War period on a 
corner lot of Lowell Street. 
 
 
HISTORICAL NARRATIVE  
Discuss the history of the building.  Explain its associations with local (or state) history.  Include uses of the building, and the role(s) the 
owners/occupants played within the community.  
 
The suburban house at 308 Lowell Street, at the corner of Wilton Street, is dated 1875-1876 by deeds and directory 
research to William McGrath as first owner, later owned by Jeremiah Harrington.  The corner lot at Wilton Street is 
Shown as vacant on the 1874 Atlas and was purchased by William McGrath in 1875.  McGrath is listed a laborer in 
the 1875-1876 Directory, thus dating construction to 1875-1876.  The property was purchased by Nellie Harrington, 
wife of Jeremiah, from Bridget McGrath, widow of William in 1886 and is noted to Nellie Harrington on the 1895 
Atlas.  In 1905 the house is listed to Mrs. Helen Harrington and in 1915 to Mrs. Ellen Harrington, likely the same 
person.  Mrs. Harrington is likewise listed in 1925 with Elizabeth Harrington shown in the 1940 Directory. 
 
The McGrath-Harrington House is a well-preserved example from the post-Civil War.  It was owned by the 
Harrington Family for three generations through 1940. 
 
 
BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES  
 
Hopkins, G.M.  Atlas of Somerville, Philadelphia, 1874, 1884 
Bromley, G.W.  Atlas of Somerville, Philadelphia, 1895 
Greenough, W.A.  Somerville City Directories, Boston, 1875 to 1940 
Middlesex County Deeds.  1853-370 (1875), 1417-10 (1876), 1739-437 (1886) 



FORMB. BUILDING

Massachusetts Historical Commission

220 Morrissey Boulevard

Boston, Massachus efis OZl25

Assessorts number USGS Quad Form Number

Boston-North

Town Somerville

Place (neighborhood or village) Winter Hill

Address 3994 and 399 Medford Street

Historic Name St. Ann's Roman Catholic Church & Rectorv

Use: Present .Church=Reliqious: Rectorv=Residential

Original Church=Reliqious: Rectorv=Residential

Date of Construction Church-=1897-1899'.Rectorv =1885

Source Sullivan James S.. One Hundred Years of Proeress

Style/Form Church=RomanesquelRectangular: Rectorv=Q.A.

Architect/Buitder Church arch.= T. F.Houqhton: Rectorv=?

Bxterior Material

Foundation Church =Stone: Rectorv=Stone

T9all Ch=Red brick with gra 'te trim; Rectorv=Vinvl

Roof Church=Asphaltshingles: Rectorv=Slateshinqles

Outbuildings/Secondary Structu¡s5 PSrish Hall. school

and convent buildings at rear of church and rectorv.

Major Alterations (with dates) Church's orisinal steeple
replaced at an undeúermined date. Rectorv sheathed with vinvt

Acreage 30,4O0 square feet

ansle to Medford To the west of the is a subst¿ntial

The

tall tower. Si

48lDt6
*

Area(s)

T

Condition Good

Moved t] yes E
Recorded by Edward'W. Gordon

Organization Som.Historic Preservation Comm.

sMv. 1210 & SMV.lzlt

setting Prominentlv sited on a corner lot. situated at an oblique

Date(monthldaylyear) is a parish hall. school and convent.

n its area bv virtue of its



BUILDING FORM

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION

sMV. 1210 &
sMV.l211

see contínuntion sheeî

Describe architectural feøtures. Evaluate the characteristícs of thß building in terms of other buildings within
the community.

Prominently sited on a corner lot, Sf. Ann's Roman Catholic Church is a fine example of a
Romanesque Revival ecclesiastical building. Built in 1897-1E99, the church's distinõtive towered form
is a major landmark in the valley between'Winter and Central Hilts. Together with the sustantial
L-shaped and clpola-to_ppedre"tg"y' the church stands at the head of a complex of buildings associated
with St. Ann's Roman Catholic Church that are located behind the church along Thurston Street.
These buildings iqcludg a parish halt (SMY.1259), school (SIWY. 1260) and a convent (SMY.126\).
Constructed of red brick and trimmed in rock-faced granite, the overall massing of the church is
characterized by a s_olidity and formality that calls attention to the building as one of the great late
Victorian era church desigrrs in the Boston area--despite the unfortunate loss of the steeplõ and the
upper third gf 4. tower. Much of the chureh's visual appeal is derived from the contrasting colors of
its dark red brick and rock-faced granite elements, including the edging materials of its entiances and
the banding that enlivens the walls of the building.

Situated on the west side of the church is a wooden Stick Style/ Queen Anne rectory that was built in
1885.

Constructed of red brick with granite ffim, the church's main (Medford Street) facade is composed of three parts:
a tower at the building's southeastern comer, the s?nctuary's south end wall gable, as well as ã narrow, toweied,
lantern-crowned pier at its southwest corner. The building is enclosed by an intersecting gable roof. Two main

HISTORICAL NARRATIVE tr see continuation sheet

Qßç .t,the hßtory of the.b.uildíng. Explain its associations wíth local (or state) hßtory. Include ases of
the building and the role(s) the ownersloccupants plnyed wtthin the cornrnuníty.

St. Anne's Roman Catholic Church at 399 Medford Street was built in 1897-1899 from designs provided
by Thomas F. Houghton, formerly a partner with Patrick C. Keeley. Organized in 1877, St. An¡ie's was
Somerville's second Roman Catholic religioussoclety. 

_ 
St. Aq4e's religious society was originally

comprised of parishioners who worshipped at St. Joseph's in Union Square, rthe Mother Cñurch of
Somerville." St. Anne's has significant local historical associations with the City's late nineteenth and
early twentieth century Irish and Italian communities. Currently many of St. Anne's parishoners are
new imm-igrants drarvn from the Cityts Hatian, Hispanic, Portuguese, Brazillian, Indiãn, and Nigerian
communities.

The designfor. St Ann" i! 49 product of a remarkable architectural fîrm that was responsible for numerous
Roman Catholic churches in New York and New_England during the second half of ttrè nineteenth century. Patrick
9. 5"{"y, the firm's founder, was a native of Ireland. Based in Brooklyn, New York, he began designin! churehes
in the Boston area beginning in the late 1850s. St. Francis De Sales Church on Bunker Hill Street iñ Charleston is
an important early example of $s work After Keeley's death in 1896, Thomas F. Houghton carried on the firm's
church worh designing turn -of-the-twentieth century Roman Catholic churches in Medïord at St Anne's and also
designed St. Mary of the Annunciation, Melrose (1894) and St. James Church, Salem (1900). One of the last
church's Keeley and Houghton collaborated on was St. Mary's Roman Catholic Church (1887-1896) at Warren

BIBLIOGRAPI{Yand/oTREFERBNCES t] see contírutntíonsheet

Bromley, George, Atlases of the City of Somerville, 1895; 1900.
Draper, Martin, Map of Somerville, 1852.i Hopkins, G. M., Maps of the City of Somerville, 18741' l8fy',.
Lord, Robert, et al, A History of the Archdiocese of Boston, 186G1943 (V. 3), New York Sheed &.Ward,1944.
St. Ann's Roman Catholic Church, History of St. .dnn's R. C. Church, 1881-1981, Somerville: St. Ann's, 1981.
Samuels, Edward A. Somerville Past & Present. Boston: Samuels & Kimball Company, 1897.
Sullivan, James S. M.D. One Hundred Years of Progress, A Graphic, Historical, & Pictorial Account of the
Catholic Church of New England. Boston and Portland: Illustrated Publishing Company, 1895.
Somerville Public Library, Local History Room Church Files.
Zellie, Catole, Beyond the Neck: The Architecture and f)evelopment of Somerville, MA, 1%2,19m.

Ð Recommended for listing in the National Register of Historic Places.

E

If checlred, you must attach a completed National Regßter Criteria Statement form.



INYENTORY FORM CONTINUÄTION SHEET Town:
Somerville, MA

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION Area (s)
Office of the Secretary, Boston V/inter Hill

Property Address:
3994 and 399 Medford Street

Form No:
sMv. 1210 & SMV.1211

Indicate each iæm on inventory form, continued below.

Achitectural Description- Page 3 entrances located at the Medford St¡eet faces of the tower and sanctuary are
accessed by broad flights oJ stone steps.The inærior of the church features furnishings and elements that date to
Father McCoy's redecoration of the sanctuary during the lf}3Os, including the carved oak altar and altar's reredos.

Built in 1885, St. Ann 's Rectory is^ separated from the church' s west elevation by a narrow passageway.
Oyerlooking a smal! grasq-coveled front yard, the rectory borders asphalt paved parking areas on ils west and north
sides. L-shaped in fo¡m, both the rectory's thrg-ba-y-by-four-bay main block and three-bay-by-two-bay rear ell
rise two stories from low basements to hip roofs. The rectory rests on a basement composed of random ashlar
granite and rises to a slate-shingle covered hip roof with copper flashing at its edges. The roof culminates in a
sqq?re, hip -roofed two-bay-by-lwo-b-ay crrpola Pri-or to the installatlon of vinylsiding around lWO,therectory's
walls were characterized by clapboards-with,an gverlay of yertical and horizontal stick work. Popular during the
1870s, the Stick Style was an outgrowth of the Carpenter Gothic and by the mid 1880s was little used in res-idential
design.

The rectory's main.facade is dominated by a projectrng center pavilion. Accesslo the main entrance is provided by a
sho-rt flight of granite steps.. An-1885 photograph of thq reclory indicates that the front porch was origially open ánd
had turned posts aF a,s_poolwork transom. At some point during the mid twentieth century, the front-porõh was
enclosed, the porch gable was removed and a second story was added atop the porch. The main entran-ce was set off
by Colonial Rwival elements including sidelights, pilasters and a pedimented gable. The pediment above the front
ggor ex$biE a rising-sgn mgtif thæ strikes a Queen Anne note and m1y have been recycled from the original porch.
The walls of the porch's enclosed second story are pierced by a trio of contiguous standard size windowi at the
street facade and narrow double windows at the side elevations. Rising above the porch's second story addition is a
wall dormer with a rec-tangular "window" containing l.woodel infill panel that replaced two small sqúare windows.
The center pavilion culminates in a steeply pitched pediment that is supported by elongaæd scroll brackets. The
pavilion's pediment exhibits half-timbering enlivened by a rising sun motif.

In general, the. b{]ding's w!1do¡vs 99 ¡þndar{ size, contain 1/1 double-hung modem metal sash and are set off by
vinyl surrounds-. The slaæ shingle clad hip roofs o{ 1lr" main block and rear ell are bristling with dormers. Single 

-

dormers flank the main facade's center pavilion, while pairs of double dormers are in evidence at the side walls-of
the main block. Double donners rise from the rear ell's roof slopes. The hip roof is crowned by a substantial,

fguare cupola., Stillin€vidence i¡ the cupola's original 
"lupÞ*4 

sheathing. Each of the cupoia's walls is pierced

þ¡r a pair of smal] windows containing 1./1 double-hung wood sash. The cupola is enclosed liy a slaæ shingie-clad
hip room that cukninates in a copper finial.

HistoricalNamative_ andWinthrgpltreetsinCharlestown. Duringthelate 1&70sandearly 1880s,St Ann's
religious-soclety^ilaa services at the Foster !çhoq.l on Sycamore Street where the faithful regularly assembled."
On October l, lg77 , "a_very des_ireable plot of land" containing 30, 400 square feet, was purcñased ät the corner of
Medford and Thurston Streets. In 1174, this land had been owned by Frank Henderson, Superintendent of the
City's Streets Department. The church's lot was part of the "historic ground" associated with Somerville's
Revolutionary War era history. Dr. James S. Sullivan notes thaü 'The church is constructed on historic ground

Staple to inventory form at bottom
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Historical Narrative Page 4

Property Address
3994 Medford Street and 399 Medford Street

Form No.'s
SMV. 1210 (Church) &.1211 (Rectory)

only a short distance from the house occupied by General Charles læe when he commanded the left wing of the
Amgrigan army.." [æe and company- :'throggh up breast works on the hill to prevent the enemy's vessels from passing
up the Mystic River." At the time of the lot's purchase, the'Winter Hill section of Somerville was sparsely settleð.
The nation, as well as Boston and environs, was still recovering from the after shocks of a severe financial downturn that
commenced in 1873. Despite a faltering economy, faith in recovery and the revival of housing staß in Somerville
resulted in more parishioners and the consftuction of the first St. Ann's Roman Catholic Church in 1881.

The predecessor church to the presentmasgnry edifice-at Medford and Thurston Streets was dedicated on September 25,
1881. The new church was "dedicated to the service of God under the patronage of St. Ann, mother of the Blessed
Virgin." The first church is described by Sullivan as "a plain, wooden, one-story structure"--- a modest, wooden Stick
Style structure built by carpenter C. S. Stone. Built at an estimated cost of $12,000, the predecessor church measured
80'-by-56'-by-16' in hgi_ght aqd s_tood within the northern half of the church's lot. The Stick Style church was partially
burned in November, 1894 and rebuilt a few months later. The rebuilt church (SMY. 1260) still stands behind the lato
1890s church, although in an unrecognizable, drastically altered state.

In 1885, a substantial rectory was built to the south of the first church. A late nineteenth century photograph shows
the rectory and first church sheltering a large, picket fence-enclosed lawn, now the siæ of the preient late 1890s church.
The rectory became the home of the Reverend John B. Galvin, the first pastor. He served St. Ann's parishioners from
1881-1909.

Reverend Galvin, St Ann's first prelate, was born in Kilbrush, County Clare, Ireland n l%z and came to the United
States at an unspecified date. During his adolescence, he worked briefly as a blacksmith before entering St. Charles
College in Maryland in 1865. Just as Fathrr Christopher McGrath provided exceptional leadership for many years at
St. Joseph's, Reverend Galvin successfully steered parishioners through a difficult period following the destniction of
the first clurch by fire in 1894. Even before the fire, Father Galvin reportedly envisioned building "a church wofhy of
the parish."

Rev. Galvin hired Thomas F. Houghton to design a new church in 1896 or 1897. As early as May, 1897, ground was
broken for the new building. Thomas F. Houghton is credited with the designs of St N{ary of the Annunciation in
Melrose, 1894, and St James Church in Salem (1900). Archbishop Jobn J. Williams laid the cornerstone.

By 1909, ten years after the completion of the church, the congregation numbered 2,000 within a city of
approximately 70,000 people. On November 19, 19æ, Father Galvin died an untimely death after nearly thirty
years of service to SL Ann's Roman Catholic Church. Father Galvin was succeeded by the Rev. Francis J. Butler.
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SMV. 1210 (Church) & 1211 (Rectory)

ln 1916, at a cost of $60,000, "a splendid brick school house" was erected at 50 Thurston Street (SMV.1262) on the
former Martha Hunt estate, on the north side of the church property. Upon completion, the school contained twelve
classrooms, a library, a Domestic Science Room and a gymnasium. The architect of the new school was Edward Thomas
Patrick Graham. Together with Maginnis and Walsh, Graham was one of the leading designers of Boston area Catholic
Church buildings.- Enamples of Graham's work includes St John's Roman Catholic Church in rilinthrop (1910s), St
Paul's Roman Catholic Church in Harvard Square, Cambridge (191Ð and Our Lady of l-ourdes Church in Jamaica
Plain (early 193^0Ð- Graham also constructed postonls City Hall Annex on Court Street (191,4) and the Forsyth Denral
Infirmary (1910s) in Boston's East Fens. By June, !92i:2, the school comprised eight grades with a teaching s-øff of
twelve sisters who were in charge of 590 students. The school had come a long way since its organization in 1914 when
two nuns taught the 100 students of a single grade. Each year, a new grade was added to the scliool's education
program. Much later in the church school's history, a Junior High School was added in 1955 at the back of the 1916
building.

In October of 1919, another fire damaged the church. Insurance covered the $25,000 needed to restore the church
resulting in the complete obliæration of all evidence of the fire. By 1E21, St Anne's had become so overcrowded
that in 1921,Father Francis J. Butler built a small chapel dedicated to St. Polycarp at Temple and Jacques Streets in the
Ten Hills section of Somerville. ln 1927, the present St. Polycarp's Church was built at the intersection of Temple
Street and Butler Drive.

ThepastorateofThomasMcCoy 09n - 1951),wascharacterizedby acontinuationof thegoodworksof Fathers
Galvin and Butler. Indeed, "his pastorate was notable for constant spiritual and material impiovements at St. Ann's".
The convent at 5O Thurslon Street (SMV,_1263) qas completed duringlhe late 7V2Os Hè renovaæd the rectory, and
the entire interior of the church iæelf, was redecorated and frescoed under his direction. Father McCoy initiated a project
where by "the upper church was brighæned and thoroughly cleaned. A new painting was installed anð all tlre frescoeé
were touched up S-ome ¡1qars-later lt:-nud the lower church similarly ffeated.n In December 1931, Father McCoy
replaced the white altar with a beautiful carved oak altar and reredos. At an unspecified date, two side altars with ã
connecting-dado were added, and elecuiq org3ns were installediû both the upper and lower churches. During his
pastorate, the school was completely modernized and equipped in accordance with the most up.tG.daæ educational
requirements.

ll!29* gigntfi3$ dwindling gl q?t co-ngregati¡ns and finances caused St. Ann's Roman Catholic Church ro merge
with St, Polycarp's Roman Catholic Church in the Ten Hills section of Somerville.



M¡ss.lcnus¡rrs Hlsronrc.lr, Comrusslolv Community property Address
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Prospect Hill/ Union Square

National Register of Historic Places Criteria Statement Form

Check all that apply:

XE Individually eligible n Eligible only in a historic district

XD Contributing to a potential historic district fl Potential historic district

Criteria: Xtr A E B

Criteria Considerations: tr A tlc

Statement of Significance by 2 J*or) ,r). nl*
The criteria that ore checked in the above sections mu be justified here.

St. Ann's Roman Catholic Church and Rectory at 3994 and 399 Medford Street are eligible for
individual nomination to the N. R. H. P., as well as part of an N. R. H. P. district of church buildings.

Organized in 1877, St. Ann's was Somervillets second Roman Catholic religious soeiety. St. Anne's
religious society was originally comprised of parishioners who worshipped at St. Joseph's in Union
Square, t'the Mother Church of Somerville." St. Anne's has significant local historical associations
with the City's late nineteenth and early twentÍeth century frish and ltalian communities. The church
represents the work of Thomas F. Houghton, formerly a partner in Patrick C. Keeleyts architectural
firm. The rectory was built in l8E5 to house priests associated with the church. St. Ann's Roman
Catholic Church complex satisfies criteria A of the N. R" H. P.

Prominentþ sited on a corner lot in the valley between Central and Winter Hill's, St. Ann's Roman
Catholic Church at 3994 Medford Street is a fine example of a Romanesque Revival ecclesiastical
building. Built in 1897, the church is a major landmark in the valley between 'lVinter and Central Hitls
areas by virtue of its distinctive towered form. Constructed of red brick and trimmed in rock-faced
granite, the church stands next to an architecturally significant rectory that blends Stick Style and
Queen Anne characteristics. The church and rectory are located at the head of a complex of church
buildings that includes a parish hall (mid 1890s), school (f910s) and convent (1920s) bordering the west
side of Thurston Street. St. Ann's Roman Catholic Church and rectory satisfies criteria C of the N. R.
H. P.

XtrCtrD
NBNCEDNEtrF
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FORM B. BUILDING

Massachusetts Hisûorical Commission

220 Morrissey Boulevard

Boston, Massachusetts OZL25

Area(s)

T
Form Number

Boston-North

Assessor's number USGS Quad

7u DI8

Town Somerville

Place (neighborhood or village) 'Winter Hill

Address 2933SarsentAvenue

Historic Name Brackett-Frost Row Houses

Use: present Residential row. two-family units

Original Residential row. Four two-family units

Date of Construction c.1880

Source SomervilleAtlases

StyleÆorm Second Empire / L-shaped row

ArchitectlBuilder Undetermined

Exterior Material

Foundation Brick and stone

Vt/all V/ood shingles

Roof Slate shinsles

Outbuildings/Secondary Str uctur es N/A

Major Á,lterations (with dates)
stair rai 1.314. 'Wooden

access ñrm
addition to

Condition Good

Moved |-] yes |Fl no

Acreage 5.852 Square feet

setting situaæd opposite the intersection of the north-south and
Recorded by

Organization

Edward'W. Gordon

Som.Historic Preservation Comm.

Date(monthldaylyear) 317lo5

ue. Dominates its i



BUILDING FORM

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION

Since the very beginning, each of the four att¿ched units

BIBLIOGRAPIIY and/or REFERENCES

sMV. 1236

see contínuation sheet

has been subdivided into two flats. Over time the row's

see continuationsheet

E
Describe architectural features. Evaluate the chøracteristics of thß building in terms of other buíldíngs within
the community.

29-33 Sargent Ayenug is a remark_ably intact early example of a group of attached wooden houses in
Somerville. Built c.1880 and exhibiting elemenls oJ the Italianate style, this row's quirky siting at the
intersection of two segments of a dog--leg s!re^e^t 

is_ 
a_lso of interest. Overlooking the sh-arp tún in Sägent

Av_enue'spathfrom.east-to-west to north-south,-2931sqg"-"t Avenue is an anomaly witnin a streetscape oi
self-contained late nineteenth century_single-an! trrg-family houses. In the case of the Sargent Avenue iow, the
four units each contain two separate fla*--this interior suMivision has been the case within this row since ai least
lhe ryrþ' 1200.'l *9 probably -since 

its completion. In other words this row was not intended to be housing for
four individual families. lhe {gve]oper 9f this row was more interested in maximizing his investment by reãting to
a total of eight families,primarily drawn from the City's working class.

29-?3-Sqq"ry Avenue possesses an L-shaped-formthat !ses from a brick basement to a steeply pitched,
straighÈsi-ded mansard roof that retains its scallop-shapgd slate shinglesl. Latenineteenth ceirtiry Somerville
atlases indicate that a-n_ell projects from the rear wall of number 29--an'ellthal is currently not visible from the
street and ispresumably still extant. Sheathed with wood shingles, the eight bay main faþde is particularly
noteworthy for its $ythlnic repetition of elg.menjs, including front steps (albeit iecenr repiacemeirts¡; polygonal
bay windows, bracketed door hoods, as well as the mansard's dormeiwindows. Paired-entrances are to<üæ¿ at
the center of the row's street elevation. Polygqral bays flank the paired entrances. 

'Windows 
are fully enframed,

while those of the firq! storycontain m¡dem 1/l replacement sash. Second story windows and dormer windows
1etu+ their original 2l2wood sash. The main facade culminates at a deep cornicè accented by paired, saw-cut

HISTORICAL NARRATM tr see continuation sheet

Qisc.us¡the history of the.b.uilding. Explaín its associations with local (or state) history. Include uses of
the building and the role(s) the owners1occupants playedwithin the coùrnunity.'

Overtime, 29-33 Sargent Avenue has been home to working_class_familie_s associated with machine shops,
wood working concerns, restaurants and the like. Built c.l880, the wooden mansard row at Zg-31
SargentStreet replefglts an_early_h_arb_inger of the intensive residential development in Somerville
during the period of 1890 - 1910. Wooden and masonry Íorvs are scattered about the City but this type
of horislng Las n-ever dominated_ any of its areas. This rõw's parcel overlooks tn" þmi wfrãiJthe section of
Sargent, .f Ptg"dyay, turn¡-sharply gast at-a lg-h! anglg to contilue eastward to Wahút Sûeet. As late as 1870,
there was little in the way of housing located within the large area bounded by Broadway and Walnut, Medford and
School Streets.

By 1874,1þ sectiol of Sargent Street west of Walnut was called Mills Steet, while the section off Broadway
Y*-91J4 Sargent Street.- By th. 3t þe.-29-33 Sargent Avenue's undweloped parcel was labeled Mills. Evídently
F"-Yillt 1n guestiglt lived outside the City, as was_often the case with Somerville landowners. By 1884, this row "

had been built and is labeled oBrackett " By 1895, a George Frost owned-this property. Further-research might
establish whether George Frost was a clerk or the pilot George Frost listed in ea,ny taÞOs Somerville City
Directories.

\

\

E
Bromley, George, Atlases of the City of Somerville, 1895; 1900.
Draper, Martin, Map of Somerville,1852.
Hopkins, G. M., Maps of the City of Somerville,l$T4; l8Fy',.
Mc Alester,-Virginia &.I-ee. Field Guide to American Houses. New York Alfred A. Knopf, 1984.
Samuels, Edward A. Somerville Past & Present. Boston: Samuels & Kimball Company,-1897.
Solnerville City Directories: 1869-70 to l94O; Somerville Water Department Draih Pipe records.
Zellie, Carole, Beyond the Neck: The Â.rchitecture and l)evelopment of Somerville, MA, 1982,l99O.

Recommended for listing in the National Register of Historic Places.
If checl<ed, you mast attach ø completed National Regßter Criteria Statement form.
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Arehitectural Description

Town:
Someryille, MA
Area (s)
'Winter Hill

Property Address:
29 r31 r33 Sargent Avenue

Form No:
sMV. 1236

Historical Narrative

inhabitants have been primarily drawn from the ranks of blue collar workers, including machinists and steam
fitters, wood workers, a radio repairman and the like. The row has housed its share ofwidows and retirees.
P-eople 3sPcgte!-Iith the arts lived here during the Great Depression, including a musician and an antiques
deale¡ John C. O'Brien and FrederickE. Chapman at number 33.

PV 1?10, a co_m. pletely new co-mmunity of tenants lived at 29-31Sargent Street encompassing persons of German,
English, and Irish backgroundg. Listed here in 1910 were: Paul M. Ruprecht, driver (nùmbei29); Mrs. Mildred É.
Coleman (lq-!*! 29);.Joseph G. Hun_Îer, machinist (number 31); lv{rs. Ella Leach, widow of George (number
31); Archibald D. Ruel (occrpatio_n_unlisted, number 33) and long-time resident Frederick E. Chapman. His
years of occupancy at number 33 began around 1900.

pY 1mO, 1n I-att3q {"sident Frank Ferone, tailor, is lisûed at 314 Sargent Street, while the remaining tenants
had roots in the British isles. The other tenants_living here were Paul M. Ruprecht (number 29); Mãry and
Melbourne J. Parker, wood worker (number 33); as well as long-time resident Frederick E. Chapman, tlerk,
(number 33).

Pgtiog thJ-!%O.t, residents of this row included: VestaA. and Thomas D. Manning, salesman (number 29);
lohn A. Sable_s (number 29)¡Mrs. M¿bel !. {ittlgln (Jrumber 31); ttreDeerans--Elizabeth M. Grace and Harry
Deeran, musician (number_3lA)¡ antiques dealer John J. Murphy ( number 33) and Mary and Melbourne J.
Parker, wood worker (number 33).

Py l9fl, tenanJs of Polish and Armenian heftage lived here along with persons of English and Irish heritage.
Listed here at the beginnin_g of World.V/ar II were: retirees Patrick and Johanna Mc Hugh (number 2g); -
R"gTl *! pu$çB-Talervsky, mechani_c, (numb_er 29); restaurant worker Ethel Andersõn (humber 3lj '

and Riø G. and Albert Serabian, pipelitter (number 314). Real estate agent John Zavisho and his wife Elizabeth
lived at33 Sargent Avenue along with Mrs. Belle Overûon.

A particularly noteworthy visual element is the measured march of single dormers across the main facade's
mansard roof slope. Each dormer culminates in a molded wooden lintel with a small pointed arch at its center.

Staple to inventory form at bottom
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