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CITY OF SOMERVILLE MASSACHUSETTS
ELECTION DEPARME‘I&'I“, ERVILLE, HH

KATJANA BALLANTYNE
MAYOR

May 1, 2023

Kimberley Wells

City Clerk

Somerville City Hall
93 Highland Avenue
Somerville, Ma 02143

Dear Ms. Wells:

We hereby certify that the Fifteen (15) pages of the petition (“Urban Design
Frameworks”) given to us by your office contains the names of One Hundred
Thirty Eight (138) registered Somerville voters designated as such by a red
check mark to the left of the name.

V against the name of each qualified voter certified.

N - no such registered voter at that address, or address is illegible.
S - unable to identify signature as that of voter because of form of signature, or signature is illegible.

T - already signed
BOARD OF ELECTION COMMISSIONERS
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@m[ﬂ CITY HALL @ 93 HIGHLAND AVENUE ® SOMERVILLE, MASSACHUSETTS 02143
somERviLLE (617) 625-6600 EXT. 4200 @ FAX: (617) 625-5643
EMAIL: ELECTIONS@somervillema.gov ® www.somervillema.gov




We, the undersigned, request a public hearing before the Somerville City Council on the lack of
transparency related to Mayors signing secret Covenants and the failure of the planning staff to fully
inform the community at each stage of the approval process for large commercial developments. We
want to testify as to the reasons why this is not only counter to the promise of more transparency, but
how it actually is not in the best interest of all Somerville residents and strake holders. We would
explain why we want to know the reason that the Planning Board has failed to move into in-person
meetings as other city boards and the City Council has. We view this public hearing as an opportunity for
those participating and watching to learn of the role of “Urban Design Frameworks” as a little-known
structural element in the approval and permitting process of the OSPCD, the Design Review Committee,
and the Planning Board.
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We, the undersigned, request a public hearing before the Somerville City Council in order to speak to the lack
of transparency related to the Mayor’s signing secret Covenants (binding agreements) with real estate
developers. The most recent one was with US2, a developer that the Union Square Neighborhood Council
has accused of breaking Community Benefits Agreement promises to build an affordable housing project and
to hire Somerville residents on its construction site. The Mayor and the city planning staff have failed to fully

inform the community at each stage of the approval process for US2’s two tall towers at 200 McGrath Hwy.,
across from the Target parking lot.

We want to testify as to the reasons why this is counter to the Mayor’s promise of more transparency in her
administration. Somerville is in the midst of an affordability crisis for residents, artists, and small businesses.
The actions of the Mayor, the planning staff and the Planning Board are running counter to providing
solutions to this fundamental crisis. In addition, we want to know the reason that the Planning Board that

approved these two towers has failed to move ahead with in-person meetings as other city boards and the
City Council have.

We view this public hearing as an opportunity for those participating and watching to learn of the role of
‘Urban Design Frameworks” as a little-known structural element in the approval and permlttmg process of
the city planning staff (OSPCD), the Design Review Committee, and the Planning Boﬁaft&
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We, the undersigned, request a public hearing before the Somerville City Council in order to speak to the lack
of transparency related to the Mayor’s signing secret Covenants (binding agreements) with real estate
developers. The most recent one was with US2, a developer that the Union Square Neighborhood Council
has accused of breaking Community Benefits Agreement promises to build an affordable housing project and
to hire Somerville residents on its construction site. The Mayor and the city planning staff have failed to fully
inform the community at each stage of the approval process for US2’s two tall towers at 200 McGrath Hwy:.,
across from the Target parking lot.

We want to testify as to the reasons why this is counter to the Mayor’s promise of more transparency in her
administration. Somerville is in the midst of an affordability crisis for residents, artists, and small businesses.
The actions of the Mayor, the planning staff and the Planning Board are running counter to providing
solutions to this fundamental crisis. In addition, we want to know the reason that the Planning Board that
approved these two towers has failed to move ahead with in-person meetings as other city boards and the

City Council have. -~
,(-_ %

We view this public hearing as an opportunity for those participating and watchlig_to Iearn,of the role of

“Urban Design Frameworks” as a little-known structural element in the approvalﬁqﬁi perrmftﬁtlng process of

the city planning staff (OSPCD), the Design Review Committee, and the Planning Bard. :\J)‘
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We, the undersigned, request a public hearing before the Somerville City Council in order to speak
to the lack of transparency related to the Mayor’s signing secret Covenants (binding agreements)
with real estate developers. The most recent one was with US2, a developer that the Union
Square Neighborhood Council has accused of breaking Community Benefits Agreement promises to
build an affordable housing project and to hire Somerville residents on its construction site. The
Mayor and the city planning staff have failed to fully inform the community at each stage of the
approval process for US2’s two tall towers at 200 McGrath Hwy., across from the Target parking
lot.

We want to testify as to the reasons why this is counter to the Mayor’s promise of more
transparency in her administration. Somerville is in the midst of an affordability crisis for
residents, artists, and small businesses. The actions of the Mayor, the planning staff and the
Planning Board are running counter to providing sotutions to this fundamental crisis. In addition,
we want to know the reason that the Planning Board that approved these two towers has failed to
move ahead with in-person meetings as other city boards and the City Council have.

We view this public hearing as an opportunity for those participating and watching to learn of the
role of “Urban Design Frameworks” as a little-known structural element in the approval and
permitting process of the city planning staff (OSPCD), the Design Review Committee, and the
Planning Board.
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We, the undersigned, request a public hearing before the Somerville City Council in order to speak to the lack
of transparency related to the Mayor’s signing secret Covenants (binding agreements) with real estate
developers. The most recent one was with US2, a developer that the Union Square Neighborhood Council
has accused of breaking Community Benefits Agreement promises to build an affordable housing project and
to hire Somerville residents on its construction site. The Mayor and the city planning staff have failed to fully
inform the community at each stage of the approval process for US2’s two tall towers at 200 McGrath Hwy.,

across from the Target parking lot.

We want to testify as to the reasons why this is counter to the Mayor’s promise of more transparency in her
administration. Somerville is in the midst of an affordability crisis for residents, artists, and small businesses.
The actions of the Mayor, the planning staff and the Planning Board are running counter to providing
solutions to this fundamental crisis. In addition, we want to know the reason that the Planning Board that
approved these two towers has failed to move ahead with in-person meetings as other city boards and the
City Council have.

We view this public hearing as an opportunity for those participating and watching to learn of the role of
“Urban Design Frameworks” as a little-known structural element in the approval and permitting process of
the city planning staff (OSPCD), the Design Review Committee, and the Planning Board.
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We, the undersigned, request a public hearing before the Somerville City Council in order to speak to the lack
of transparency related to the Mayor’s signing secret Covenants (binding agreements) with real estate
developers. The most recent one was with US2, a developer that the Union Square Neighborhood Council
has accused of breaking Community Benefits Agreement promises to build an affordable housing project and
to hire Somerville residents on its construction site. The Mayor and the city planning staff have failed to fully
inform the community at each stage of the approval process for US2’s two tall towers at 200 McGrath Hwy.,

across from the Target parking lot.

We want to testify as to the reasons why this is counter to the Mayor’s promise of more transparency in her
administration. Somerville is in the midst of an affordability crisis for residents, artists, and small businesses.
The actions of the Mayor, the planning staff and the Planning Board are running counter to providing
solutions to this fundamental crisis. In addition, we want to know the reason that the Planning Board that
approved these two towers has failed to move ahead with in-person meetings as other city boards and the

City Council have.

We view this public hearing as an opportunity for those participating and watching to learn of the role of
“Urban Design Frameworks” as a little-known structural element in the approval and permitting process of
the city planning staff (OSPCD), the Design Review Committee, and the Planning Board.
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We, the undersigned, request a public hearing before the Somerville City Council in order to speak to the lack
of transparency related to the Mayor’s signing secret Covenants (binding agreements) with real estate
developers. The most recent one was with US2, a developer that the Union Square Neighborhood Council
has accused of breaking Community Benefits Agreement promises to build an affordable housing project and
to hire Somerville residents on its construction site. The Mayor and the city planning staff have failed to fully
inform the community at each stage of the approval process for US2’s two tall towers at 200 McGrath Hwy.,
across from the Target parking lot.

We want to testify as to the reasons why this is counter to the Mayor’s promise of more transparency in her
administration. Somerville is in the midst of an affordability crisis for residents, artists, and small businesses.
The actions of the Mayor, the planning staff and the Planning Board are running counter to providing
solutions to this fundamental crisis. In addition, we want to know the reason that the Planning Board that
approved these two towers has failed to move ahead with in-person meetings as other city boards and the
City Council have.

We view this public hearing as an opportunity for those participating and watching to learn of the role of
“Urban Design Frameworks” as a little-known structural element in the approval and permitting process of
the city planning staff (OSPCD), the Design Review Committee, and the Planning Board.
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We, the undersigned, request a public hearing before the Somerville City Council in order to speak to the lack
of transparency related to the Mayor’s signing secret Covenants (binding agreements) with real estate
developers. The most recent one was with US2, a developer that the Union Square Neighborhood Council
has accused of breaking Community Benefits Agreement promises to build an affordable housing project and
to hire Somerville residents on its construction site. The Mayor and the city planning staff have failed to fully
inform the community at each stage of the approval process for US2’s two tall towers at 200 McGrath Hwy.,
across from the Target parking lot.

We want to testify as to the reasons why this is counter to the Mayor’s promise of more transparency in her
administration. Somerville is in the midst of an affordability crisis for residents, artists, and small businesses.
The actions of the Mayor, the planning staff and the Planning Board are running counter to providing
solutions to this fundamental crisis. In addition, we want to know the reason that the Planning Board that
approved these two towers has failed to move ahead with in-person meetings as other city boards and the
City Council have.

We view this public hearing as an opportunity for those participating and watching to learn of the role of
“Urban Design Frameworks” as a little-known structural element in the approval and permitting process of
the city planning staff (OSPCD), the Design Review Committee, and the Planning Board.
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We, the undersigned, request a public hearing before the Somerville City Council in order to speak to the lack
of transparency related to the Mayor’s signing secret Covenants (binding agreements) with real estate
developers. The most recent one was with US2, a developer that the Union Square Neighborhood Council
has accused of breaking Community Benefits Agreement promises to build an affordable housing project and
to hire Somerville residents on its construction site. The Mayor and the city planning staff have failed to fully
inform the community at each stage of the approval process for US2’s two tall towers at 200 McGrath Hwy.,
across from the Target parking lot.

We want to testify as to the reasons why this is counter to the Mayor’s promise of more transparency in her
administration. Somerville is in the midst of an affordability crisis for residents, artists, and small businesses.
The actions of the Mayor, the planning staff and the Planning Board are running counter to providing
solutions to this fundamental crisis. In addition, we want to know the reason that the Planning Board that
approved these two towers has failed to move ahead with in-person meetings as other city boards and the
City Council have.

We view this public hearing as an opportunity for those participating and watching to learn of the role of
“Urban Design Frameworks” as a little-known structural element in the approval and permitting process of
the city planning staff (OSPCD), the Design Review Committee, and the Planning Board.
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We, the undersigned, request a public hearing before the Somerville City Council in order to speak to the lack
of transparency related to the Mayor’s signing secret Covenants (binding agreements) with real estate
developers. The most recent one was with US2, a developer that the Union Square Neighborhood Council
has accused of breaking Community Benefits Agreement promises to build an affordable housing project and
to hire Somerville residents on its construction site. The Mayor and the city planning staffhave failed to fully
inform the community at each stage of the approval process for US2’s two tall towers at 200 McGrath Hwy.,
across from the Target parking lot.

We want to testify as to the reasons why this is counter to the Mayor’s promise'af more t},?ansparency in her

administration. Somerville is in the midst of an affordability crisis for residents, értists andfmall businesses.
The actions of the Mayor, the planning staff and the Planning Board are runmng-counter to ) providing
solutions to this fundamental crisis. In addition, we want to know the reason that the PIannlng Board that
approved these two towers has failed to move ahead with in-person meetings as Sther C|tv iboards and the
City Council have.

We view this public hearing as an opportunity for those participating and watching to learn of the role of
“Urban Design Frameworks” as a little-known structural element in the approval and permitting process of
the city planning staff (OSPCD), the Design Review Committee, and the Planning Board.
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We, the undersigned, request a public hearing before the Somerville City Council in order to speak to the lack
of transparency related to the Mayor’s signing secret Covenants (binding agreements) with real estate
developers. The most recent one was with US2, a developer that the Union Square Neighborhood Council
has accused of breaking Community Benefits Agreement promises to build an affordable housing project and
to hire Somerville residents on its construction site. The Mayor and the city planning staff have failed to fully
inform the community at each stage of the approval process for US2’s two tall towers at 200 McGrath Hwy.,
across from the Target parking lot.

We want to testify as to the reasons why this is counter to the Mayor’s promise of more transparency in her
administration. Somerville is in the midst of an affordability crisis for residents, artists, and small businesses.
The actions of the Mayor, the planning staff and the Planning Board are running counter to providing
solutions to this fundamental crisis. In addition, we want to know the reason that the Planning Board that
approved these two towers has failed to move ahead with in-person meetings as other city boards and the
City Council have.

We view this public hearing as an opportunity for those participating and watching to learn of the role of
“Urban Desngn Frameworks” as a little-known structural element in the approyal and penmttmg process of
the city planning staff (OSPCD), the Design Review Commiittee, and the Plannmngoard;D
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We, the undersigned, request a public hearing before the Somerville City Council in order to speak to the lack
of transparency related to the Mayor’s signing secret Covenants (binding agreements) with real estate
developers. The most recent one was with US2, a developer that the Union Square Neighborhood Council
has accused of breaking Community Benefits Agreement promises to build an affordable housing project and
to hire Somerville residents on its construction site. The Mayor and the city planning staff have failed to fully
inform the community at each stage of the approval process for US2’s two tall towers at 200 McGrath Hwy.,
across from the Target parking lot.

We want to testify as to the reasons why this is counter to the Mayor’s promise of more transparency in her
administration. Somerville is in the midst of an affordability crisis for residents, artists, and small businesses.

The actions of the Mayor, the planning staff and the Planning Board are running c(guntertq providing /
solutions to this fundamental crisis. In addition, we want to know the reason thatthe Plan,nmg Board that

approved these two towers has failed to move ahead with in-person meetings é&other ctg boards and the

City Council have. ;1:',{,;1 \)

o~
We view this public hearing as an opportunity for those participating and watchfrig’ to learn of the role of
"Urban Des1gn Frameworks” as a little- knovvn structural element in the approvaﬂnd permitting process of
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We, the undersigned, request a public hearing before the Somerville City Council in order to speak
to the lack of transparency related to the Mayor’s signing secret Covenants (binding agreements)
with real estate developers. The most recent one was with US2, a developer that the Union
Square Neighborhood Council has accused of breaking Community Benefits Agreement promises to
build an affordable housing project and to hire Somerville residents on its construction site. The
Mayor and the city planning staff have failed to fully inform the community at each stage of the
approval process for US2’s two tall towers at 200 McGrath Hwy., across from the Target parking
lot.

We want to testify as to the reasons why this is counter to the Mayor’s promise of more
transparency in her administration. Somerville is in the midst of an affordability crisis for
residents, artists, and small businesses. The actions of the Mayor, the planning staff and the
Planning Board are running counter to providing solutions to this fundamental crisis. In addition,
we want to know the reason that the Planning Board that approved thesétwo tdWers has failed to
move ahead with in-person meetings as other city boards and the City Qouncﬂ hawe

We view this public hearing as an opportunity for those participating and,watchmg to learn of the
role of “Urban Design Frameworks” as a little-known structural element-in the approval and
permitting process of the city planning staff (OSPCD), the Design Rev1ew’t<omm1t ée and the
Planning Board. e
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We, the undersigned, request a public hearing before the Somerville City Council in order to speak to the lack

of transparency related to the Mayor’s signing secret Covenants (binding agreements) with real estate
developers. The most recent one was with US2, a developer that the Union Square Neighborhood Council
has accused of breaking Community Benefits Agreement promises to build an affordable housing project and
to hire Somerville residents on its construction site. The Mayor and the city planning staff have failed to fully
inform the community at each stage of the approval process for US2’s two tall towers at 200 McGrath Hwy.,

across from the Target parking lot.

We want to testify as to the reasons why this is counter to the Mayor’s promise of more transparency in her
administration. Somerville is in the midst of an affordability crisis for residents, artists, and small businesses.
The actions of the Mayor, the planning staff and the Planning Board are running counter to providing
solutions to this fundamental crisis. In addition, we want to know the reason that the Planning Board that
approved these two towers has failed to move ahead with in-person meetings as other city boards and the

City Council have.

We view this public hearing as an opportunity for those participating and watching to learn of the role of
“Urban Design Frameworks” as a little-known structural element in the approval and permitting process of
the city planning staff (OSPCD), the Design Review Committee, and the Planning Board.
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We, the undersigned, request a public hearing before the Somerville City Council in order to speak to the lack
of transparency related to the Mayor’s signing secret Covenants (binding agreements) with real estate
developers. The most recent one was with US2, a developer that the Union Square Neighborhood Council
has accused of breaking Community Benefits Agreement promises to build an affordable housing project and
to hire Somerville residents on its construction site. The Mayor and the city planning staff have failed to fully
inform the community at each stage of the approval process for US2’s two tall towers at 200 McGrath Hwy.,
across from the Target parking lot.

We want to testify as to the reasons why this is counter to the Mayor’s promise;fg)% 'morefiffénsparency in her
administration. Somerville is in the midst of an affordability crisis for residents,%ir’ﬂgs, angd;small businesses.
The actions of the Mayor, the planning staff and the Planning Board are runninélébhnter@ providing
solutions to this fundamental crisis. In addition, we want to know the reason tﬁét-ihe Pla¥ining Board that
approved these two towers has failed to move ahead with in-person meetings a@ gither cityjboards and the
City Council have. - _—
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We view this public hearing as an opportunity for those participating and watchinggfb Iearﬁ?pf the role of
“Urban Design Frameworks” as a little-known structural element in the approval and permitting process of
the city planning staff (OSPCD), the Design Review Committee, and the Planning Board.
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