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Application Form For Commission Membership  
 

Date:   12/2/10 
 
Name:  Natasha Burger 
 
Address:  9 Gilson Terrace #1, Somerville, MA 02143  
 
Phone#s Home:  ____________Work:  _________Cell:  (617) 833-7293 
 
E-Mail Address:  Natasha.Burger@gmail.com 
 
ARE YOU A RESIDENT/OWNER of HISTORIC DISTRICT PROPERTY? (a certain 
number of Commission Members are required to be residents of historic 
properties.)  Yes____ No X Since When?__________ 
 
WHAT IS YOUR PROFESSIONAL BACKGROUND, WORK AND EDUCATIONAL 
EXPERIENCE? (Membership requirements include architect, architectural 
historian, real estate broker, city planner, lawyer, building contractor or 
tradesperson, landscape architect, and interested citizen members.) Please 
describe or attach current resume.  
 
Please see attached resume. I am a Realtor® with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage and I 
have worked in Real Estate since 2004. Prior to working in real estate I worked for a non-profit 
that assisted cities, developers, and non-profits clean up and redevelop urban infill “brownfield” 
sites. In college I majored in American Civilization (American Studies) and I have a background 
in history and urban studies. Through my work in real estate I have taken coursework in historic 
homes and I grew up in an historic home in Wenham, Massachusetts. I am very interested in 
urban planning, architecture, adaptive reuse, oral history, and historic preservation. 



WHY WOULD YOU LIKE TO BE A MEMBER OF THE SOMERVILLE HISTORIC 
PRESERVATION COMMISSION? As a Somerville resident and real estate professional, I care 
deeply about Somerville’s neighborhoods. I would like to become a member of the Commission 
because I would like to both help preserve the historic architectural integrity of our city and to 
connect with more Somerville residents about the history of the area.  
 
WHAT PARTICULAR ISSUES WOULD YOU LIKE TO SEE ADDRESSED? 
I would like to see more interaction between the Commission and the community about local 
history, particularly the “everyday” history of Somerville (not only famous people or major 
historic events). I believe that the more relevant historic homes and historic preservation feel to 
the community at large, the more popular they will become.  
 
WHAT SKILLS AND TALENTS WOULD YOU BRING TO THE COMMISSION? 
I am a good listener and I thrive in situations where multiple stakeholders are coming at an issue 
from different perspectives and we need to reach a consensus. I practice this on a daily basis in 
my work life. I would also bring my professional perspective to the Commission that it is 
valuable and in a homeowner’s interest to preserve the historic integrity of a home. I would like 
to share my talents as an oral historian and interview owners of designated historic properties to 
share their stories and experiences.  
 
WOULD YOU BE ABLE TO COMMIT YOURSELF TO MONTHLY MEETINGS AND 
SITE VISITS AND REGULAR COMMITTEE ACTIVITIES?  ANY SCHEDULING 
LIMITATIONS? 
Yes, I would be able to commit to regular meetings, site visits and committee activities. The only 
scheduling conflicts I can anticipate would be if I were to be called away unexpectedly for work. 
In real estate I work non-traditional hours including nights and weekends, but I would make a 
point to schedule appointments around Committee meetings and activities.  
 
ADDITONAL COMMENTS: While I have only lived in Somerville since June of 2004, my 
interest in and connection to this place feels larger than the years might convey. Through my 
work in real estate, I have come to know many of the streets and homes in the area. I hope that I 
am selected to be a member of the Commission because I have been impressed by the 
Commission’s thoughtfulness and care as they work with homeowners while following the 
Historic District Ordinance. 
 
If you have any questions, please call the Historic Preservation 
Commission Staff at 617-625-6600 ext. 2532 or e-mail bwilson@ 
somervillema.gov  Thank you for your interest! 
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