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Letter:

Joe Curtatone, Emily Ackman, Dan Futrell, Andre Green, Carrie Normand,
Lee Erica Palmer, Laura Pitone, Paula O'Sullivan, Mary Skipper, Aldermen of
Somerville

Greetings,

Re: Expanding Access to the Kennedy Swimming Pools

The Kennedy Elementary School’s two indoor pools are an incredible
resource for the community, but their availability for the City’s physical
education swim program and the public is quite restricted. With a
population of 80,000 residents, Somerville has just about 12 hours of family
swim/week in our local indoor pools (the Kennedy and the YMCA pools).
Overall, Somerville seems to have few resources for kids, especially those
between ages 8 and 18. We, the undersigned, respectfully request that the
City of Somerville and the Somerville Public School District collaborate to
improve access to the pools for Somerville residents. We offer a series of
specific suggestions that are detailed in the accompanying petition. Some
of us plan to attend the School District's budget hearing on May 15, 2018 to
advocate for these issues.



TEXT OF THE PETITION AT CHANGE.ORG

Expand Access to the Kennedy Swimming Pools

Diana Marsh started this petition to Mavor of Somerville Joe Curtatone, Board of
Aldermen, School Committee, and Mary Skipper, Superintendent.

The Kennedy Elementary School’s two indoor pools are an incredible resource for the
community, but their availability for the City’s physical education swim program and the public
during the school year is quite restricted. With a population of 80,000 residents, Somerville
only has about 12 hours of regularly-scheduled family swim per week in our local indoor
pools (the Kennedy and the YMCA pools). Overall, Somerville seems to have few resources
for kids, especially those between ages 8 and 18. We, the undersigned, respectfully request that
the City of Somerville and the Somerville Public School District collaborate to improve access to
these outstanding facilities for Somerville residents. We offer the following specific suggestions.

INCREASE PUBLIC FAMILY SWIM AND LAP SWIM HOURS

Particularly during the school year, the Kennedy pools remain unused for large portions of the
week. The existing hours for family swim and lap swim are very narrow and at inconvenient
tmen (for aample, too early in morning, or too close to a young child’s naptime or bedtime).
We suggest:

o The pools should be open for family swim and lap swim on Friday afternoons and
evenings, and all afternoon and evening on Saturday and Sundays.

o During the school year, the pool should open at noon on half-Wednesdays for
family swim and lap swim.

IMPROVE THE NUMBER OF SWIMMING CLASSES AND THE SIGNUP PROCESS

During the school year, swimming classes are only offered M/W, Tu/Th, and weekly on
Saturday mornings. There are not nearly enough classes for the number of interested families,
and enrolling is difficult. We suggest:

o Twice-weekly classes should be added at 4:30 on M/W, not just on Tu/Th; and at
3:45 pm on M/W and Tu/Th. Many families who are able will switch to 3:45,
freeing up space in 4:30 and 5:15 PM classes for families whose parents are
rushing over from work.

o Include level 1Medium classes, not just 1Low and 1High, at all weekday classes.
This will make it easier for students to progress in their technique during the
weekday classes.



o Add once-a-week classes on Sunday mornings, similar to existing Saturday
classes, which conflict with many kids’ soccer games or other sports.

o Move the monthly, weekday swim class signup period to later in the day. In recent
months, the available weekday classes have filled up within the first half hour of
the 3:00 PM signup period. Signups from 5:00 to 6:30 PM would be more fair for
parents with daytime jobs and would remain convenient for people finishing up
earlier afternoon classes.

o Offer a streamlined, unified enrollment process for Saturday ‘water babies’ and
age 4+ classes. Currently, many families with two children must stand in two
different and very long lines to enroll each child. Often, by the time the parent gets
into the second line, there are no more spots in those classes.

o Implement an online enrollment system, with lottery if necessary, to help to fairly
allocate spaces if enough additional classes cannot be added.

IMPROVE ACCESS TO POOLS FOR OLDER CHILDREN AND ADULTS

The current public access programs for the Kennedy pools focus on adults (lap swim during the
school year is only for age 18+) and young children, with classes and family swim mostly in the
small pool. Teenagers on the Somerville High School swim team are able to use the large pool,
but that pool is not very accessible to other children or teenagers during the school year. The
Kennedy pools could serve as a great community resource for older children, teenagers, and the
elderly. We suggest:

o Create an after-school swim club at Kennedy, open to students at all public
schools (and separate from the Community School’s after school program, which
runs programs unique to each school, rather than city-wide). The after-school
swim program would have to be robust and well advertised and coordinated,
including transportation between different schools. With children of all ages City-
wide having access to the Somerville pools, more children may eventually wish to
swim competitively on the High School team.

o During the school year, allow teens and tweens to use a few lanes in the large pool
during evening lap swim periods.

o On Friday and Saturday evenings, the Kennedy pools could become a popular
recreation spot for tweens and teens, with open swim areas in addition to lap swim
lanes.

o Somerville could offer senior citizen-friendly activities in the small pool, such as
water aerobics or Aqua Zumba, in early evenings and on weekends.

The above changes will require increased resources—funding and staffing—as well as more
elaborate logistical planning. A comprehensive study of the needs of different user groups in the
City could help determine the most equitable and beneficial pool schedules and generate ideas
for activities. The schedules must also take into account the Somerville High School swim team



and other swimming programs that depend on the Kennedy pools. However, creating more
access to our currently-limited, but high-quality pools is critical to meeting the needs of our
community and, we believe, well worth the planning efforts required.

In closing, we would like to commend the existing swimming class teaching staff at the Kennedy
Pools. Their organization, enthusiasm, patience, and sense of fun have taught so many children
to swim. The staft has tried hard to accommodate more families, but they have reached a limit
due to available staffing and pool schedules.

WHAT CAN YOU DO TO HELP?

If you agree with our points, please sign this petition. On May 8, 2018, the petition organizer,
Diana Marsh, will download all the names of signers (but not your email addresses), and compile
them into one master email to be sent to the Board of Aldermen, the Mayor, the School
Committee, and the School Superintendent, showing our support for improvements to swimming
programs.

And please come to the School District’s budget hearing at the East Somerville Community
School Auditorium on Tuesday, May 15, 2018, 6:30 to 7:30pm. We would love to get at least
five people to speak about swimming access. Looking ahead, we’ll also need people to come to
the City’s public hearing on the budget to raise these same issues.



Sighatures

Name

Diana Marsh
Ashley Addington
Jacy Edelman

Alik Widge

Kate Latimer
Marijke Schuurman
Alexis Ditkowsky
Daniel Ciambrone
Katherine Fiorello
Brenton Stewart
LAUREN HOPPER
Sharon Kivenko
Allison Goodman
Jen Godfrey

Roz Puleo

Lynn Walters
Kendra Kavaja
Diana Rastegayeva
Liz Stevens

Becky Baltes

Location

us

Somerville, MA
Somerville, MA
Somerville, MA
Somerville, MA
Somerville, MA
Somerville, MA
Somerville, MA
Somerville, MA
Somerville, MA
SOMERVILLE, MA
Somerville, MA
Somerville, MA
Somerville, MA
Sometville, MA
Cambridge, MA
Somerville, MA
Somerville, MA
Somerville, MA

Cambridge, MA

Date

2018-04-29

2018-04-30

2018-05-01

2018-05-02

2018-05-02

2018-05-02

2018-05-02

2018-05-02

2018-05-02

2018-05-02

2018-05-02

2018-05-02

2018-05-02

2018-05-02

2018-05-02

2018-05-02

2018-05-02

2018-05-02

2018-05-02

2018-05-02



Name

Isabel Kaubisch
Kate Riley

Julie Skinner Manegold
Tanya Larkin

Kelly Bowker

Justin Maloney
Maggi Berwind-Dart
Carolyn Salvi

Allen Barillaro
Nathan Grossman
Ona Ferguson
Alison Jones

Claudia Iraheta-Serna
John Kraemer

David Sakowski

Pei Ma

Serena Taylor

Frank Martin

Taryn Laflamme
Jung Weon Hwang
Anne-Marie Gerber

Kerry Robert

Location
Somerville, MA
Somerville, MA
Somerville, MA
Somerville, MA
Somerville, MA
Somerville, MA
Cambridge, MA
Somerville, MA
Somerville, MA
Somerville, MA
Somerville, MA
Somerville, MA
Somerville, MA
Somerville, MA
Somerville, MA
Somer, MA
Somerville, MA
Medford, MA
Somerville, MA

Somerville, MA

Newton Highlands, MA

Somerville, US

Date

2018-05-02

2018-05-02

2018-05-02

2018-05-02

2018-05-02

2018-05-02

2018-05-02

2018-05-02

2018-05-02

2018-05-02

2018-05-02

2018-05-02

2018-05-02

2018-05-02

2018-05-02

2018-05-02

2018-05-02

2018-05-02

2018-05-02

2018-05-02

2018-05-02

2018-05-02



Name

Rachel Goldberg
Andrea Haas
Alyssa Wilk
Nancy Resendes
Sheryl Lowenthal
Elisabeth Klock
Katherine Dennis
Wallis Adams
Jennifer Mullin
Kate Woods
Aatish Salvi

Edua Wilde
violaine benoit percq
Kiki Chu

Sarah Whedon

Li Chan

Irina Omniewski
Catherine Deutsch
Grace Kessenich
Katherine Flynn
Gabrielle Jacquet

Ethan Contini-Field

Location
Somerville, MA
Arlington, MA
Somerville, MA
SOMERVILLE, MA
Somerville, MA
Somerville, MA
Somerville, MA
Somerville, MA
Cambridge, MA
Somerville, MA
Somerville, MA
Somerville, MA
milton, MA
Somerville, MA
Somerville, MA
Somerville, MA
Cambridge, MA
Belmont, MA
Somerville, MA
Somerville, MA
Secaucus, NJ

Somerville, MA

Date

2018-05-02

2018-05-02

2018-05-02

2018-05-02

2018-05-02

2018-05-02

2018-05-02

2018-05-02

2018-05-02

2018-05-03

2018-05-03

2018-05-03

2018-05-03

2018-05-03

2018-05-03

2018-05-03

2018-05-03

2018-05-03

2018-05-03

2018-05-03

2018-05-03

2018-05-03



Name

Alexa Pothier
Amanda Rychel
Amanda Rich

Nabia Meghelli
Mairead Morrow
Keith Ma

Christina Majer
Enkeleda Gjerazi
Stacie Waldmann
Laura Feldman
Lindsey Dollard

Kristi Jobson

April Kalix-Cattell
Magali SPINETTA
Elizabeth Diederich
Catherine Knake
JEAN-MARC LASSANCE
Janneke Donovan-de Klerk
Allison Faeth

Cara Foster-Karim
Anoushka Van Brandwijk

Kendra Glett G

Location
Somerville, MA
Somerville, MA
Boston, MA
Somerville, MA
Somerville, MA
Somerville, MA

Somerville, MA

Westborough, MA

Somerville, MA
Somerville, MA
Cambridge, MA
Cambridge, MA
Somerville, MA
Somerville, MA
Cambridge, MA
Somerville, MA
Somerville, MA
Somerville, MA
Somerville, MA

Somerville, MA

Amsterdam, Netherlands

Cambridge, MA

Date

2018-05-03

2018-05-03

2018-05-03

2018-05-03

2018-05-03

2018-05-03

2018-05-03

2018-05-03

2018-05-03

2018-05-03

2018-05-03

2018-05-03

2018-05-03

2018-05-03

2018-05-03

2018-05-03

2018-05-03

2018-05-03

2018-05-03

2018-05-03

2018-05-03

2018-05-03



Name

Peter Griffith
STEVEN DASILVA
Rebecca Lopes-Filho
Illona Yuhaev

karl viksnins

Anne Granger
Amy Roschelle
Rachel Thuerk
Deb Murray

Emily Lacika
Samantha Bookman
Mark Breedlove
Kristen Hinson
Anthony Bucherati
Kristen Desmond
Megan Costa
Marissa Ventre
Linda Poirier
Susanne Althoff
Ryan White

Tara Callahan

Susana Santos

Location

Somerville, MA

SOMERVILLE, MA

Somerville, MA
Somerville, MA
Melrose, MA
Somerville, MA
Somerville, MA
Somerville, MA
Somerville, US
Somerville, MA
Melrose, MA
Somerville, MA
us

us

Somerville, MA
Somerville, MA
Cambridge, MA
Somerville, MA
Somerville, MA
Somerville, MA
Cambridge, MA

Somerville, MA

Date

2018-05-03

2018-05-03

2018-05-03

2018-05-03

2018-05-03

2018-05-03

2018-05-03

2018-05-03

2018-05-03

2018-05-03

2018-05-03

2018-05-03

2018-05-03

2018-05-03

2018-05-03

2018-05-04

2018-05-04

2018-05-04

2018-05-04

2018-05-04

2018-05-04

2018-05-04



Name

Beatrix Mietke-Kenny
Renae Goodridge
Arminda Bellitti
Amy Corbett
Matthew Correia
Jen Cugini

Lori Zaslofd
Jeanne Whynot
Kelly Best

Cynthia Singer-Riordan
Armando Caro
Lara Versari

Anne Sargent

Jef Czekaj
Elizabeth Gaskell
Humaira Merchant
Shari Meyer

Robin Kramer
Marta Guerra
Jennifer Widge
Allison Gilman

Kristina Danahy

Location
Wakefield, MA
Everett, MA
Swampscott, MA
Somerville, MA
Cambridge, MA
Reading, MA
Somerville, MA
Somerville, MA
Somerville, MA
Somerville, MA
Boston, MA
Somerville, MA
Somerville, MA
Cambridge, MA
somerville, MA
Cambridge, MA
Somerville, MA
Somerville, MA
Somerville, MA
Somerville, MA
Charlestown, MA

Somerville, MA

Date

2018-05-04

2018-05-04

2018-05-04

2018-05-04

2018-05-04

2018-05-04

2018-05-04

2018-05-04

2018-05-04

2018-05-04

2018-05-04

2018-05-04

2018-05-04

2018-05-04

2018-05-04

2018-05-05

2018-05-05

2018-05-05

2018-05-05

2018-05-05

2018-05-05

2018-05-05



Name

Barry Hill

Jennifer Van Hill
Marita Gove
Brandee Hall

Nadia Cohen
Michele Lippens
Noa Hughes
Amanda Casparriello
Vanessa Templeman
Christine Stone
Debra Marino

Danit H

FRANCIS MARINO
Neva Durand
Rebecca Birdsall
Maren Chiu
MELanie Herscovitch
Roxana Garcia caro
Martha Kelehan
Candicd Cook
Robyn Provost

Elizabeth Levy

Location
Farth, Germany
Somerville, MA
Malden, MA
Somerville, MA
Somerville, MA
Somerville, MA
Somerville, MA
Somerville, MA
Somerville, MA
Somerville, MA
Somerville, MA
Somerville, MA
Laconia, NH
Somerville, MA
Medford, MA
Somerville, MA
Somerville, MA
Somerville, MA
Somerville, MA
Somerville, MA
Somerville, MA

Somerville, MA

Date

2018-05-05

2018-05-06

2018-05-06

2018-05-06

2018-05-06

2018-05-06

2018-05-06

2018-05-06

2018-05-06

2018-05-06

2018-05-06

2018-05-06

2018-05-06

2018-05-06

2018-05-06

2018-05-06

2018-05-06

2018-05-06

2018-05-06

2018-05-07

2018-05-07

2018-05-07



Name

Victoria Ellis
Donna Clark
Jennifer Ferguson
Amy Davis

Lynn Rosedale
Ben Kauffman
James Ferguson
Sarah Feller
April Kuehnhoff
Sam Feller
Jonna Lyons
Maureen Fisher
Elena Glassman
Lysa Pirone

Lee Palmer
Elena Clamen
Ciara McMahon
Emily Ann Lalka
Lauren Couture
Tony Kang

Jenn Falk

Samuel Provost

Location
Somerville, MA
Somerville, MA
Somerville, MA
Somerville, MA
Somerville, MA
Somerville, MA
Somerville, MA
Somerville, MA
Somerville, MA
Somerville, MA
Somerville, MA
Somerville, MA
Berkeley, CA
Somerville, MA
Somerville, MA
Malden, MA
Somerville, MA
Secaucus, MA
Somerville, MA
Somerville, MA
Somerville, MA

New York, MA

Date

2018-05-07

2018-05-07

2018-05-07

2018-05-07

2018-05-07

2018-05-07

2018-05-07

2018-05-07

2018-05-07

2018-05-07

2018-05-07

2018-05-07

2018-05-07

2018-05-07

2018-05-07

2018-05-07

2018-05-07

2018-05-07

2018-05-07

2018-05-07

2018-05-07

2018-05-07



Name

Hathalee Higgs
Jasmine Calderon
Daniella Pizzurro
Laura Pitone
Stacey Simon
Helen Sarpong
Hana Lipowicz
Jennifer Dorsen
Michael Chiu
Jennifer Woodfin
Anijali Petersen
Liz Foote

Anne Brockelman
Kathy McCarthy
Kaitlin Caldwell
Eliza Johnston
Lauren Eppinger
Ginhee Ungar
Elana Anastasio
Emma Rudolph
Eden Mark

Jass Mathews

Location
Some, MA
Mattapan, MA
Somerville, MA
Somerville, MA
Somerville, MA
Somerville, MA
Cambridge, MA
Somerville, MA
Somerville, MA
Cambridge, MA
Somerville, MA
Somerville, MA
Somerville, MA
Somerville, MA
Cambridge, MA
Boston, MA
Cambridge, MA
Somerville, MA
Somerville, MA
Somerville, MA
Somerville, MA

Walpole, MA

Date

2018-05-07

2018-05-07

2018-05-07

2018-05-07

2018-05-07

2018-05-07

2018-05-07

2018-05-07

2018-05-07

2018-05-07

2018-05-08

2018-05-08

2018-05-08

2018-05-08

2018-05-08

2018-05-08

2018-05-08

2018-05-08

2018-05-08

2018-05-08

2018-05-08

2018-05-08



Name

R Julius Anastasio
Adrienne Bruno
Ashleigh Lindsay
Annie March
Gina Solman
Amber Siriani
Ann Cournane
Andrea Eichman
Ann Peralta

Miriam Tepper

Location
Somerville, MA
Somerville, MA
Somerville, MA
Somerville, MA
Somerville, MA
Somerville, MA
Somerville, MA
Boston, MA
Somerville, MA

Somerville, MA

Date

2018-05-08

2018-05-08

2018-05-08

2018-05-08

2018-05-09

2018-05-09

2018-05-09

2018-05-09

2018-05-10

2018-05-10



