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January 3, 2013


The Honorable Board of Aldermen
City Hall
93 Highland Avenue
Somerville, Massachusetts 02143
Dear Honorable Board:
I respectfully request that you authorize the dedication to recreational use in perpetuity, pursuant to G.L.c45, s. 14, the parcel of land known as North Street Veterans Playground as one of the conditions of a $400,000 Parkland Acquisitions and Renovations for Communities (PARC) grant recently awarded to the City of Somerville by the Massachusetts Executive Office of Energy and Environmental Affairs (EOEEA) Division of Conservation Services (DCS).
North Street Veterans Playground is approximately 9,000 square feet.  On June 25th, 2012, the Board of Alderman accepted the grant of a 4,516 square foot easement from the Somerville Housing Authority (SHA) to be incorporated into the expanded playground (docket no 193343), and therefore, under the conditions of the SHA Open Space Easement Agreement, and per the requirement of the PARC Grant, the total playground area to be dedicated to recreational use in perpetuity is approximately 13,516 square feet.   A boundary map is attached that delineates the property. 
Therefore, with this item, and in conjunction with separate requests to accept the $400,000 grant, and to appropriate Bond funds totaling  $715,000 for the parks construction, I ask The Honorable Board to dedicate this space in perpetuity, for the use of the North Street Playground Community and all City of Somerville residents. 
RECOMMENDATION
It is recommended that the Board of Aldermen: Dedicate North Street Veterans Playground to open space and recreational use in perpetuity for park and recreation purposes, pursuant to G.L.c45, s. 14.  A boundary map is attached for your information.
Thank you for your consideration.   My staff will be available for any questions you have. 
Respectfully submitted,
Joseph A. Curtatone
Mayor
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